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NEWS SUMMARY 


WINNING DESIGN in the Enrico 
Fermi memorial competition is shown. 
p. 715 


THERE IS NOW NO HOPE that 
stable materials costs and rising pro- 
ductivity will be reflected in an actual 
fall in the cost of building, our Stat- 
istics correspondent states. p. 718 


BRITISH building firms whose activities 
outside the UK contribute to the 
nation’s balance of payments are to 
benefit from reliefs proposed by the 
Chancellor. p. 735 


THE LCC have been shown modifica- 
tions of Sir William Holford’s scheme 
for St. Paul's precinct. p. 736 

BIRMINGHAM TC is to refer cases 
of identical tendering to the Monopo- 
lies Commission. p. 736 

‘INIQUITOUS TREATMENT” of a 
firm of builders by a local authority 
is alleged ina MoHLG Inquiry. p. 743 
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FACTORY FIRES 


HE fire at the Jaguar faetory, about which we have published some 
correspondence, and a more recent one on April 12 at the Goodyear tire 
factory, Wolverhampton, draw attention to the annual cost of industrial fire 
losses. Every year in Britain there are between 200 and 300 fires in industrial 
and commercial premises each costing more than £10,000. These amount in 
value to 47 per cent. of all fire losses and in total to nearly £13 million. 


This £13 million is paid out by insurance companies on buildings and contents. 
It does not cover the immeasurable, but undoubtedly much greater, conse- 
quential losses of production capacity, sales and employment. For a nation 
which must live by exporting manufactured goods, industrial fire losses are 
quite the wildest form of extravagance. Who is responsible and what can be 
done about it? Undoubtedly manufacturers must bear a large share of the 
blame. The attention paid to fire protection by manufacturers appears to vary 
widely. Some firms, especially the larger ones and those with inherently fire- 
hazardous processes, give serious attention to it. But many are quite astonish- 
ingly careless in such matters as disposal of combustible wastes, the storage 
of combustible materials, the maintenance of electrical equipment and the 
provision of fire-fighting appliances. 

But architects are not without their share of responsibility. Too often they 
consider that responsibility to extend no further than compliance with such 
by-laws and regulations as exist, though in regard to factory buildings, these 
are mainly concerned with the provision of means of escape and hardly at all 
with preventing destruction of the plant and its productivity. Failure to segre- 
gate. by planning or by fire walls and fire doors, the more fire-hazardous 
processes and stores, the lining of large interiors with combustibie materials. 
the supporting of concrete floors on unprotected steelwork—these are a few 
examples of common practices which reveal that architects in general are not 
interested in and do not understand the principles of fire protection, 

It was not always so. Towards the end of the last century the architectural 
profession played a leading part in the creation and activities of the British 
Fire Prevention Committee, a body which came into being as a direct result 
of the mounting fire losses of Victorian industrialisation. But the profession’s 
interest has fallen away. The committee is defunct, and hardly any architects 
are now to be found on the committees and staffs of the official bodies which 
have replaced it. The examinations of the RIBA set no questions on structural 
fire protection, and the subject appears in the curricula of only one or two 
schools of architecture, notably that of the Architectural Association. But 
the principles of fire protection are not less important in the creation of buildings 
than are those of structural stability, sanitation, heating, lighting and acoustics. 
On these latter subjects the schools of architecture are not content merely to 
advocate unthinking compliance with regulations. 

Admittedly the current trend among factory owners to ask for the maximum 
of undivided floor space is an important factor in the extent of fire damage to 
factories, and occasionally in their total destruction. But architects ought to 
be in a position to advise their clients on the risks inherent in this policy. Does 
the fire risk warrant the installation of a sprinkler system? Which cost more. 
automatic fire detectors or night watchmen ? Which parts of a process or 
stores have a fire risk high enough to warrant their segregation within fire- 
resisting compartments ? What are the overhead costs of these and other 
forms of fire protection ? Data is available on all these matters, but how many 
architects know or use it ? Not many, we suggest. . 

The profession makes no collective study of the subject of fire protection as 
it does of other problems connected with building—studies which permit it 
to speak with authority. To-day there are signs of a growing public interest in 
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factory fire safety, a movement in which we suggest the profession might lead 


rather than follow. 


Last November the British Occupational Hygiene Society organised a con- 


ference on ‘Fires in Industry.’ 
Protection Association. 


Station, a surgeon and a factory 


Papers were 
a chief fire officer, 
manager. 


read by the Director of the Fire 
an officer of the Fire Research 
The conference report* makes 


several references to the responsibilities of architects and many more are implied, 


but no architects appear to have been present, much less contributing. 
been held by the RIBA. 


a a conference might have 


‘Fires in Industry.” 
PR ir ton 


Notes of the Week 


Mr. Aalto’s Week 
(PHROU GH most of the news this 
week the name of Mr. Alvar Aalto 


runs like a recurrent motif in a 
symphony. His first public appearance 
was on April 9 when any doubts which 
he may have had about the popularity of 
the RIBA’s decision to recommend him 
for the Royal Gold Medal in Architec- 
ture, 1957, must have been set at rest by 
the size of the audience at the presenta- 
tion ceremony, which filled the RIBA’s 
Henry Jarvis Hall to capacity. 

In the absence of the President on his 
Commonwealth tour, the chair was taken 
by Professor J. L. Martin, who welcomed 
among the guests Mrs. Aalto, the Finnish 
Ambassador and his wife and Mr. 
Morton Shand, who had been instrumen- 
tal in first calling attention in this country 
to the work of Aalto in the “30s. Among 
those called on to pay tribute were Sir 
Howard Robertson, who said that * the 
finest flower of his work is in bud at the 
moment’ for he (Sir Howard) understood 
that Aalto had a great deal of work now 
in hand. That was a delightful prospect 
for a Gold Medallist, ‘as often they are 
at the point of death before they are 
honoured.’ 

Professor Basil Spence (who said that 
Aalto above all stood for humanity in 
architecture), Mr. Gontran Goulden, Mr. 
Arthur Ellis and Mr. Cedric Price 
(student) added their tributes before Mr. 
Aalto, escorted by two Gold Medallists. 
Sir Howard Robertson and Sir Edward 
Maufe, was led to the platform to receive 
‘all the 18 carats, as the recipient put it 
afterwards, from the hands of Professor 
Martin. It is on such occasions as these 
that the Royal Institute. whatever its 
critics may say On other matters, acquits 
itself supremely well in the combination 


PRIBA AT SINGAPORE. 
—Seen in this view is Mr. 
G. E. Magnay, president- 
elect, Institute of Architects 
of Malaya, toasting Mr. 
Kenneth Cross, PRIBA, at 
the Institute Dinner held in 
Singapore on March 23. 
On the right is Mr. E. G. 
Gardner, President of the 
Federation of Malaya 
Society of Architects. A 
report of Mr. Cross’s speech 
at the dinner was given in 
our issue of April 5 


35-36, Bedford-street, Strand, WC2. 
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of simplicity, good humour and dignity 
that is often sought but seldom achieved 
by lesser institutions and associations. 
w w xe 

THE RIBA accommodated another * full 
house’ the following evening when Mr. 
Aalto delivered the first Annual Dis- 
course. Aalto, who received an ovation 
on rising to speak, was not completely 
easy to follow; but there was compensa- 
tion for this in his wealth of gesture and 
facial expression. He spoke movingly of 
his Art, saying there were only two things 
in Architecture—humanity or form. He 
related that he was once asked in his 
office by a visitor, “What is the module 
of this office?’ He said that he did not 
reply as he did not know the answer. A 
colleague, however, replied “One milli- 
metre, or less!” It was possible, Aalto 
suggested, to create a standardisation that 
had human qualities—but beware of the 


stairs. The worst hell in Dante’s Inferno, 
he said, were bad stairs, built to the 
wrong proportions. Another ovation 


greeted Aalto at the end of his discourse. 
It was an extremely successful evening: 
many of the audience went upstairs to 
have another look at the exhibition of 
Finnish Architecture, while others (Aaito 
included) hurried off to the Architecture 
Club Dinner given in his honour. 


Ww vy Ww 


NEVERTHELESS, WITH 
ARCHITECTS, Mr. Aalto, fresh as a daisy, 
was to be found among the 110 
distinguished people associated with the 
building industry who met the next morn- 
ing (April 11) to lunch as guests of Sir 
Giles Scott and the Council of the Build- 
ing Centre which this year celebrates its 
25th anniversary. The Minister of 
Works and his Parliamentary Secretary, 
Mr. Harmar Nicholls, were there, and Mr. 
Molson, 


OTHER FINNISH 


offering congratulations to the 
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Centre, stated that not least of its achieve 
ments was that many of the ideas Whic 
had originated there . -" taken 19, 
elsewhere. Mr. Glyn, Vincent a 
Mr. Yerbury, smiling geni alk On all, m; 
well be proud of the lusty child they hay; 
fathered and brought up. 


a Ww 


* AND PANTING TIME toiled after him ip | 
vain. The poet must surely have ha) 
Mr. Aalto in mind when inditing {hj 
immortal line for, as advertised, the Ro) 
Gold Medallist turned up at the Arch 
tectural Association’s annual recep 
that same evening. Earlier he had bee 
present at the reception held in Kensing 
ton by the Finnish Ambassador an) 
Mme. Tuomioja to mark the Opening 
the Exhibition of Architecture of Finjan! 
at the RIBA. His arrival at the AA wa! 
heralded by a fanfare of trumpets, whic), 
evidently took him by surprise but di. 
not stop him smiling: this medieval an 
military form of greeting apparently hy 
something to do with the exhibition ; 
magnificent silver from the Roy 
Artillery Mess, Wooiwich, that was 0 
view in the front Members’ room. 

As usual, the reception was a happy) 
and gregarious occasion, and the Pres 
dent and Mrs. Gontran Goulden wer 
kept busy for well over an hour in shak 
ing hands with the 900 members an 
guests who attended the function. Ther: 
was no play performance this year, bu 
this implied no lack of entertainment fo 
in addition to the perennial joys offerei, 
by meeting friends at the bar there wa 
dancing, this time to a choice of Lo 
Preager’s band (in the basement) or 
lively students’ band (on the second flo: 
More sober relaxation was to be ebtaine: 
from an examination of paintings fron 
the Contemporary Art Society, 
studying a selection of drawings an 
models from the AA School or fron 
taking part in an engaging quiz—spol, 
ting present-day AA personalities fron 
photographs taken when under the 
of 10! In addition, Thelma Ruby ente 
tained in cabaret and Ed Pond, | 
‘Singing Bar Steward, performed. 
good evening. 





Honorary * Diggers’ 

A SIGNAL HONOUR was paid to th 
President and Secretary of RIBA whe 
on April 3, the Royal Australian Institu 
of Architects elected them Life Fello 
and Hon. Associate respectively. 
Spragg’s honour is, in fact, unique as 
is the first Honorary Associate elected 
the RAIA. Both were presented wil 
Diplomas of Membership. 

Diaries of the earlier parts of the 10 
which now reach us confirm the repo 
from our overseas corresponder 
already printed that the visit is prov: 
both profitable and interesting. hs | 
these words appear (April 18) Mr. 
and the Secretary will be enjoying ak es) 
days free from official engagements 
Sydney after their visit to Queensland : 
before flying on Saturday to Aucklar 
On Friday, May 3, they take off for § 
Francisco by way of the Fiji Islan 
when perhaps the most strenuous pall‘ 
the tour commences. But by that tl 
they should have got their second wit’ 
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\ DESIGN BASED ON THE INTEGRATION Of 
space, structure and acoustics has won the 
international competition for a memorial 
to the late Enrico Fermi, the nuclear 
scientist, to be placed in the Fort Dear- 
born Plaza. The winner, Reginald Cay- 
wood Knight, of Florida, has placed the 
auditorium and exhibition space at traffic 
level, leaving the upper (or pedestrian) 
level open except for a system of vertical. 
tubular bells which are placed in three 
rows, defining a space and relating it to 
the surrounding area. These tubular 
bells are mechanically struck, carillon- 
wise, and the intention, in the assessors’ 
words, is that ‘through the controlled 
medium of sound, architecture will be 


able to reach out and touch the lives of 


many more people than would be possible 
through vision alone. The upper pedes- 
trian plaza, surfaced with translucent 
white materials, will glow softly at night.’ 
The auditorium at traffic level is square in 
shape and placed in the centre of the area 
with the exhibition space around. The 
basement provides for equipment, storage 
and services. There were 355 entries for 
the competition, and the full award was 
given in our issue of April 5 (page 630). 





























Detail of winning design, showing the vertical tubular bells which are grouped on the 
open piazza. The auditorium and exhibition space are below, at traffic level 


ae 


The Enrico Fermi Memorial Competition, Fort Dearborn, USA 


WINNING DESIGN : REGINALD C. KNIGHT (USA) 


The winning design is shown 
here inserted in the master 
model of the Fort Dearborn 
project. Grouped round the 
model, left to right, are the 
assessors Mies van der Rohe, 
P. L. Nervi, L. L. Whyte (the 
British assessor), Gordon 
Bunshaft and, in the fore- 
ground, J. L. Sert. John O. 
Merrill, professional adviser 
to the competition, is shown 
on Mr. Bunshaft’s left. Mr. 
Merrill's firm, Skidmore, 
Owings and Merrill, are 
architects for the Fort Dear- 
born project. 
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Sanatorium, Paimio (1929-33). 





Alvar Aalto, architect. 


(Shown at the 


RIBA Exhibition of Architecture of Finland) 


Royal Institute of British Architects 


Presentation of the Royal Gold 


THE Royal Gold Medal for Architec- 

ture, 1957, was presented to Mr. 
Alvar Aalto, the distinguished Finnish 
architect, at a ceremony held at the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, in 
London, on April 9, with Professor J. 
Leslie Martin, MA, PhD, Vice-President 
RIBA, in the chair. Among those who 
paid tribute to Mr. Aalto were Sir 
Howard Robertson, Professor Basil 
Spence and Mr. Gontran Goulden. Ex- 
tracts from the speakers’ remarks are 
given below. 

Sirk HowarD ROBERTSON, MC, ARA, 
SADG, (Past President): I wish, with 
regard to Aalto, that I could say ‘I ama 
camera, and the camera has been around 
and photographed a great deal of his 
work,’ but actually I am a complete 
fraud, because for many years I have 
known Aalto’s work but I have only 
seen glimpses of his dormitories on the 
Charles River at Boston and some of his 
exhibition work. 

It is many years since I was in Fin- 
land, but at least I have been there. It 
was in the days when F. R. Yerbury and 
I used to travel around. At the date 
when we visited Finland Aalto was just a 
teenager with-.a very precocious mind, 
but since then he has _ increased 
enormously in; stature. I do not mean 
physical stature, because he is still, like 


Medal to Mr. Alvar Aalto 


all very able people, such as Napoleon 
and myself, a small man. But he has 
acquired a reputation which I think is al- 
most unique, in that it is questioned 
neither by the traditionalists nor by the 


most swiftly moving of the contem- 
poraries. 
We all like Aalto’s work, and that 


cannot be said of very many peop!e. The 
battles which rage around some archi- 
tects do not seem to rage around him. 

I think the reason is that his design is 
essentially his own. Both in conception 
and in his approach to construction he is 
an individualist, but a national indivi- 
dualist, and he has a craftsman’s sensi- 
bilities. He is still a creator of trends 
rather than a follower of trends. 

PROFESSOR BasIL SPENCE, OBE, ARA, 
ARSA (Honorary Secretary), said: 

What does our Gold Medallist Alvar 
Aalto offer? Of course, he knows better 
than I do, but I feel that he stands for 
humanity, the belief that architecture is 
really a background for human activity. 
J am a great lover of the Scandinavian 
countries and their architecture, and I 
think that, along with the other Scandi- 
navians, Alvar Aalto displays a genius 
for making architecture gentle and kind 
to the touch. There is this genius for 
scale with human beings. It is dedicated 
to the use of human beings. The furni- 
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ture that comes from Scandinavia js al- 
ways human. It is human in its concept, 
I feel that in all Alvar Aalto’s work there 
is this humanity—a very great thing. 

Secondly, I would say he stands for 
quality, the quality of materials, the 
appreciation of beautiful materials gor. 
rectly used. I think that is extremely jm. 
portant. Apart from anything else, jt 
gives great enjoyment to one’s work jf 
one can feel the material and feel what i 
can give to a design. It is like feeling g 
piece of jade in your hand. You know 
that the quality is not only on the surface 
but that it goes right into the heart of 
the material. 

Mr. GONTRAN GOULDEN, TD, ARIBA 
(President of the Architectural Associa- 
tion), said: The point that I should like to 
emphasise about Aalto’s work is that he 
seems to me to have a deeper feeling for 
the ground on which he puts his build- 
ings, for landscaping and for gardening, 
than almost any other architect about 
whom I know anything. 

Aalto’s mind is full of inquiries and 
doubt. He believes nothing that he js 
told about materials or products. He 
accepts no material without at least a 
personal trial and experiment, and he 
accepts few products without modifica- 
tion. 
taking, and this can be seen not only in 
his buildings but also in his furniture. 

He was the first designer to appreciate 
the possibilities of laminated timber for 
furniture, and he was the first to make it 
a commercial and_ technical success. 
These designs are still among the best in 
modern furniture. 

Mr. T. B. Harper ELtis, ARIBA, 
ARCA, and Mr. Cepric J. Price, 
(Student, RIBA), also paid tribute to Mr. 
Aalto’s work. 

Mr. Alvar Aalto was then escorted to 





His detailing is immensely pains- | 


the platform by two Royal Gold Medal- , 


lists, Sir Howard Robertson, and Sir 
Edward Maufe, RA, and was invested by 
the Chairman with the Royal Gold 
Medal. 

Mr. ALVAR AALTO: I am deeply grate- 
ful for this honour. The Gold Medal 
of the Royal Institute means to me the 
greatest award given in the large field of 


architecture, planning, construction, and | 


all the arts covered by the field of archi- 
tecture--the mother of all arts. 

My dear colleagues and _ friends, I 
thank you for this occasion and for all 
the 18 carats. The heavy weight makes 
it difficult for me to stand up. It weighs 
me down, which may be good for my 
soul. I bow to you all and thank you. 


The Annual Discourse 


* Humanity the Essence of 
Architecture’ 
TINHE Annual Discourse—first of its 
kind — was delivered to the Royal 
Institute of British Architects on April 
10 by Mr. Alvar Aalto, the Royal Gold 
Medallist, before a packed house at 66, 
Portland-place. In the absence, on his 
Commonwealth tour, of the President, 
the Vice-President, Dr. J. Leslie Martin, 
took the chair. 
In opening his Discourse, Mr. AALt0 
said that there was a very small percent 
age of good and human construction In 
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Vla is al. the world today. Cultural creation was biles all round him, the streets were full of real building economy is how much of the 
concept, too small in every country, not only in cars putting out a very dangerous gas. ‘My good things, at how cheap a cost, we can 
tk there Finland. ©The architectural revolution friends in the higher medical world,’ he con- give. We must never forget that we are 
thing. is still going on but, like all revolutions, tinued, ‘now think that to-day we are pay- building for human beings. It is the same 
ands for it starts with enthusiasm and stops with ing a very high price for our inability to in all economics—the relationship between 
lals, the some sort of dictatorship. It runs off the build a new traffic system in which pedes- the quality of the product and the price of 
ials cor- irack.. We had however one good thing: trians and automobiles are far away from the product. But if you leave out the 
nely im- all over the world there were well- one another. The price we pay for our quality of the product, the whole economy 
else, it organised groups of creative people call- streets is to be found in the enormous hospi- is nonsensical; it is the same in architecture, 
work jf ing themselves architects with a new tals all over the world to-day! A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. 
| what it direction for the world. From being “Real building economy cannot be J. M. RicHarps, who referred to ‘ that vivid 
eeling a only artists, they had become a hard- achieved by the attitude which says: “ What plastic imagination which made Mr. Aalto’s 
u know fighting squadron for humanising tech- form of house is most economical?” The work so unmistakably his own.’ 


Surface 
1eart of 





nique in Our time, said the speaker. 
‘There are only two things in art,’ con- 
tinued Mr. Aalto, “humanity or form. 






































ARIBA The mere form, some detail, does not 
— create good humanity. We have today 
| like to enough of superficial and rather bad 
bon he architecture which is modern. You can 
ing for find very few houses which really give 
: build- | juman beings the feeling of real physical 
dening, life. Then there is this Nonsense No. | 
| about | -the seeking of a module which should 
: | cover all the world. This represents at 
les and the same time the dictatorship which 
the is | finishes the revolution, the slavery of 
S. He humaw beings to technical futilities which 
least a | in themselves do not contain any piece 
and he ) of real humanity. 
— ‘The reasons which really stop culture 
only in at the line of 2, 4+ or 5 per cent. of the 
ain whole are deep and difficult to analyse. 
mecisie Some of the obstacles to a larger pro- 
aie ae portion of good products can be elimi- 
wile i nated by good will, and if we study those 
sae things we should get a larger amount of 
hare good things for all in this democracy of 
: today. There should be discussion on 
RIBA a broad level.’ 
PRICE, Mr. Aalto continued: * Let us remem- 
to Mr. ber that there was a_ great era of ; ve : ; 
liberalism, dating from Rousseau’s time &.S. REYNOLDS AWARD.—Shown here are views of the interior and exterior of the 
ute or even before. You had Bernard Shaw; Prize-winning Visitors and Factory Lounge Centre of the SEAT (Sociedad Espanola de 
ledal- there were Strindberg and Anatole France. Automoviles de Turismo, SA) automobile plant in Barcelona, Spain. For its * intelligent 
id & The glory of these men was that they and imaginative appreciation of aluminium as a material,’ this building has won for its 
ted by | brought criticism to the highest class of architects the first annual R. S. Reynolds Memorial Award, a $25,000 international prize. 
Gold art, and at the same time were fighters. The architects are Cesar Ortiz-Echague, Manuel Barbero y Rafael de la Joya, of Madrid. 
In their deepest meaning I think that Selection was made by a special five-man jury of the American Institute of Architects, the 
otate fighting and art at its highest conform sponsoring organisation 
Medal and belong to each other. It may be 
: ie that there has never existed a high class 
ald of of art without this mysterious combi- 
and | Ration. Architectural ideas and concepts 
archi- and our communication with the public 
/ should be of the same sort as those 
— literary men.’ —_— — 
or all Mr. Aalto then examined the main ey i w : 
nakes obstacles which prevented us from getting = —_ — 
eighs 100 per cent. good production. — First, he —— 
r my said, there was the enormous difficulty of —— 
u. educating people to architecture. ‘The = os i 
, Teal line,’ said Mr. Aalto, ‘is to plan and to : = ee 
e build for the little man, for his benefit... We 
need also in every civilised country a pro- 
gramme of experimental cities and experi- aie } ' x 
mental buildings. : ei * 
fits _ Next came standardisation, mechanisation. : 
oval Though the only way to give more people 
April more things, it often brought down the 
Gold quality. But there were possibilities of = , 
66, using standardisation and rationalisation for fi : 
| his the benefit of human beings. Yet we must 
tent. be careful when we came to things which .. = 
rtin, were close to us, like the human home. . 
Then it became a question of the spirit. = 
\LTO Taking one thing more, said Mr. Aalto, & 
ent- We were always working to-day with very 
n in large subjects. Civic planning was probably 


the biggest. The little man had automo- 
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PRODUCTIVITY AND PRICES 
‘The Builder’ Quarterly Analysis of Trends 


Specially prepared for * The Builder’ from statistics kindly supplied 
by the Ministry of Works (Statistical branch) by Professor C. F. Carter, 
Professor of Applied Economies, the Queen's ‘niversity, Belfast, and a 
former member of the Girdwood Committee on the Cost of Housing. 


TasLe A—OUTPUT OF THE BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING INDUSTRY IN 
GREAT BRITAIN (excluding direct work of Public Authorities) 





Values at 1955 average prices Indices, 1955 (averages) 









































Actual 100 (constant prices) 
value of ———_—_ sh | -- 
gross Gross Net Input of | Materials Net 
output output output materials || Gross input per output per 
| output man- man- 
_ £mn. £mn. £mn. £mn. month ‘ month 
TABLE 1—New housing work 
1955 I 125 130 61 69 95 92 99 
II 138 137 61 76 100 99 98 
III 144 142 63 79 103 103 101 
IV 142 140 62 78 102 105 102 
1956 I 130 127 59 68 93 96 101 
IT 147 140 61 79 102 108 103 
lil 147 140 62 78 102 109 106 
IV 145 141 62 79 103 114 108 
TABLE 2—New non-housing work 
1955 I 131 136 67 69 88 89 98 
If 151 149 70 79 96 97 98 
III 167 164 76 88 105 104 101 
IV 172 172 79 93 110 107 103 
1956 I 167 163 78 85 105 99 102 
If 199 191 88 103 123 113 108 
Ill 200 19] 90 101 123 107 107 
IV 201 194 91 103 125 109 108 
TABLE 3—Repair and maintenance work 
1955 I 84 88 62 26 96 96 99 
II 94 93 64 29 101 101 100 
lif 95 93 65 28 101 96 100 
IV 94 93 64 29 102 105 101 
1956 I 94 91 61 30 99 112 102 
II 100 92 64 28 101 101 100 
Ill 103 94 65 29 103 105 101 
IV 102 95 63 32 104 117 102 
TABLE 4—AI! building and civil engineering work 
1955 | 340 354 190 164 92 92 99 
II 383 379 195 184 99 98 99 
Ill 406 399 204- 195 104 103 100 
IV 408 405 205 200 105 107 102 
1956 I 391 381 198 183 99 100 102 
Ii 446 423 213 210 110 110 104 
Ill 450 425 cg) 208 111 108 105 
IV 448 430 216 214 112 113 107 
Figures in bold type have been changed or added since last quarter. 
TABLE B—PRICE COMPARISONS 
Index numbers (1955 First Quarter = 100) of the prices of: 
Output price indices 
—— ———— — - Manu- 

All Materials Building New factures, 
building for labour All Hous- non-_ |‘ wholesale’| Retail 
materials housing | perman-) build- ing housing price prices 

hour ing work work index | 
1952 99 97 88 98 100 98 100 93 
1953 97 96 93 97 97 97 98 96 
1954 97 97 97 97 97 98 98 98 
1955 I 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
II 101 101 104 103 103 103 101 101 
Ill 103 103 106 104 104 104 102 103 
IV 104 104 106 105 105 105 103 105 
1956 I 105 «- 105 107 106 106 106 105 106 
II 105 105 114 108 107 106 106 108 
Ill 106 106 115 108 107 107 107 107 
IV 107 107 115 109 107 107 107 108 
1957 I 109 109 116 110 109 109 108 110 





Figures in bold type have been changed or added since last quarter. 
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MPHE data presented this quarter COM: 

plete the picture for 1956, a year jp 
which 1,100,000 men performed building 
work to the gross value of £1,735m. 
slightly under half of which represente, 
the cost of materials. Comparing the lay 
quarters of 1955 and 1956, we see th, 
the volume of output had gone up 
seven per cent., compounded of a 14 pe 
cent. rise in new non-housing wor 
(much of which is the building of fy. 
tories, commercial buildings and schoo\ 
and very small increases in new housing 
and in repair and maintenance work 
Seven per cent. more work required sever 
per cent. more materials, but less tha 
two per cent. more men. The variations 
in materials input per man-month are q 
little curious; they may _ perhaps be 
related to the varying numbers of work- 





ing days in the quarters. Net output per 
man-month, a possible measure of pro- 
ductivity, has continued to climb in the 
sections of the industry undertaking ney 
work, though apparently ne! in repair 
and maintenance work; the increase ove 
the year was about five per cent., the 
actual increase in net output arising 


entirely in the new non-housing work. | 


which has also gained workers from the 
other sections. 


Despite the creditable increase in pro- 


Labour Costs Rise 


ductivity, labour costs rose: the striking | 


effect of the 1956 wage settlement can be 
seen on the charts. The increase of nine 
per cent. (now 10-11 per cent., a furthe 
Id. per hour having been granted) com- 
pares with an average of about six pe 
cent. for male wage-earners as a whole 
Yet from another angle the perform- 
ance of the building industry in 195 
was good, for the year was one of con- 
siderable cost inflation, with production 
and productivity in other — industries 


stagnant. Industrial production has been 
almost unchanged for two years, but 


building output has been rising fast, and 
productivity has been rising with it. 
Since the summer of 1956. housing 
completions have been higher _ than 
housing starts, and in the fourth quarte 


housing starts were 10,000 fewer than in } 


the corresponding quarter a year earlier. 
while houses under construction were 
more than 20,000 fewer. On the other 
hand, the imperfect statistics do not yel 
confirm a downturn in new non-housing 
work, though it seems likely that the 
queue may be shortening slightly. Repair 
and maintenance work still seems to be 
rising slowly. 

It may be guessed that building out- 
put, as a whole, will continue to rise 
slowly in 1957 (a fall in housing work 
being offset by increases in non-housing 
work), and that this rise might be 
achieved with a slightly smaller labour 
force. It is sometimes feared that, when 
the queue of work awaiting attention 
shortens, the productivity of labour will 
fall as workers make an effort to * spread 
the work *; it is satisfactory to note thal 
there is as yet no evidence of this 


housing work, and it is not unreasonable 
to hope for further rises in productivil) 


in all sections. 
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Materials Prices consequently be expected that the output 


The price table shows the distinct price indices—at present around 110—are 
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in the price of building materials still rising faster than the general price 


d the end of last year, and it must index for manufacturers. The recent 


INDEX OF GROSS OUTPUT AT CONSTANT PRICES INDEX OF NET OUTPUT PER MAN/MONTH 


{the volume of work ) (‘a measure of productivity ) 
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ALL BUILDING MATERIALS (PRICE) —— 


BUILDING LABOUR PER MAN/ HOUR ——— 
(1e. the main costs of the industry ) 
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RETAIL PRICES ———_| 


BUILDING LABOUR PER MAN/ HOUR —-—:—:-— 
(i.e. an indication of the standard of living of the workers ) | t 
| 
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MANUFACTURERS’ WHOLESALE PRICE INDEX —— | 
OUTPUT PRICE INDEX = ——-——-— 
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movement in the cost of living has taken 
us away from the ‘ plateau’ of last year, 
which (as suggested last quarter) was 
created by the behaviour of food prices. 
It would be good to salute a year in 
which stable materials costs and rising 
productivity can be reflected in an actual 
fall in the cost of building, but there is 
now no chance of this hope being fulfil- 
led in 1957. The recent wage awards, 
and especially that to the railwaymen, are 
widely regarded as beginning a new 
period of inflation, and such an expecta- 
tion is likely to justify itself if people 
begin once more to bring forward their 
purchases in the hope of dodging rising 
prices. It is true that in some industries 
a five per cent. wage increase could con- 
ceivably be offset in a few months by 
higher productivity: but there are other 
industries and services which by their 
nature give little opportunity for produc- 
tivity increases, but whose workers will 
nevertheless expect to share in a higher 
standard of living. It is this fact which 
makes it nearly certain that five or six 
per cent. on wages will be reflected in 
higher prices, and the building industry 
cannot hope to escape the further rise 
of costs. 


RIBA Competitions, 1957-8 
THE TITE PRIZE 

IN THE United Kingdom 101 competi- 
tors took part in the RIBA Tite Prize 
“en loge* competition. The following 
competitors have been selected to proceed 
with the final drawings: 

M. I. Arthur (Sc. of Arch., Dundee Coll. of 
Art): J. S. Campbell (Sc. of Arch.. Dundee 
Coll. of Art): I. C. Farquhar (Sc. of Arch.. 
Robert Gordon's Tech. Coil., Aberdeen): R. F. 
Gates (Sc. of Arch... Dundee Coll. of Art): 
J. D. Green (Sc. of Arch.. Leicester Coll. of 
Art): J. R. Hopkinson (Leeds Se. of Arch. and 
Town Planning. Coll. of Art, Leeds): A. J 
Howrie (Dept. of Arch.. Univ. of Sheffield): 
J. D. Howson (Dept. of Arch.. Univ. of 
Sheffield): A. D. C. Hyland (Bartlett Sc. of 
Arch.. Univ. of London): J. M. McDonald 
(Sc. of Arch.. Robert Gordon’s Tech. Coll.. 
Aberdeen): M. R. Rolfe (Dept. of Arch.. 
Northern Polytechnic, London): Ian Rose (Sc. 
of Arch.. Royal Coll. of Sci. and Tech.. Glas- 
gow): Peter Thompson (Sc. cf Arch., Coll. of 
Art and Tech... Oxford): K. H. Wagland (Sc. 
of Arch.. Univ. of Manchester): P. K. Walke: 
(Sc. of Arch.. Edinburgh Coll. of Art). 





THE SOANE MEDALLION 


THE FOLLOWING from 141 competitors 
have been selected to proceed with the 
final drawings for the competition: 

Cc. H. Blake (Sc. of Arch., The Polytechnic. 
Regent-st.. London): C. R. Brooks (Sc. of 
Arch.. Leicester Coll. of Art): Brian Bunting 
(Sc. of Arch.. The Polvtechnic. Regent-st.. 
London): D. T. S. Evans (Welsh Sc. of Arch.. 
Coll. of Tech. and Comm.. Cardiff): N. R 
Goodwin (Sc. of Arch.. Leicester Coll. of Art): 
D. N. Johnson (Sc. of Arch.. Royal Coll. of 
Sci. and Tech... Glasgow): W. H. Roberts 
(Welsh Sc. of Arch., Coll. of Tech. and Comm., 
Cardiff): J. S. Smith (Sc. of Arch., Leicester 
Coll. of Art): J. M. Whalley (Sc. of Arch.. 
Univ. of Liverpool): D. T. Williams (Sc. of 
Arch., The Polytechnic, Regent-st.. London) 


Diocesan Architect Retires 

Mr. KENNETH’ Rayner, LRIBA, 
FRICS, architect to the diocese of 
Coventry and who had been in practice 
at Leamington for 30 years, has retired. 
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DINING HALL, at 


St. 


Ursula’s 


School, 


Greenwich 


Architect : H. CULLERNE PRATT, ARIBA, AMTPI 


Quantity Surveyors: DANIEL B. CONNAL & Partners 


Builders : JOHN HARRISON (LONDON), Ltd. 


i jo dining hall, attached to the school, was built 

to the requirements of the LCC School Meals 
Service. Meals at present are brought to the site and 
only the serving and washing up are done on the 
premises, but a full kitchen will be added at a later 
date. 

The site is a restricted one being part of the garden 
of a Georgian house in Crooms Hill, which is a very 
well preserved eighteenth-century street facing 
Greenwich Park, and the hall was designed to fit in 
with these surroundings. 

The scale of the building was kept down as much 
as possible, the overhang is large and no gutters were 
used, but rainwater discharges into a channel in the 
terraced paving. The internal colour scheme was 
worked out with the LCC Architects’ Department. 


The construction consists of precast concrete 
trusses with wood purlins and the roof covered with 
strawboard and sand-faced tiles on felt. The thin 
facing bricks have wide joints. Windows are metal 
in wood surrounds bolted to the concrete trusses. 
Walls are wood float, sand and cement with emulsion 
paint finish, the floor is sheet linoleum, unstuck. 
The cost was £6,656, including site works. 


Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 

Concrete trusses, R. E. Eagan, Ltd.; windows, C. E. Welstead, 
Ltd.: insulating boards, Stramit Boards, Ltd.; electrical, Austin 
Electric Co., Ltd.; lighting fittings, Merchant Adventurers, Ltd.; 
heating, Barrett and Wright, Ltd.: gas, South Eastern Gas Board; 
linoleum, Catesbys, Ltd.: paving, Neolite, Ltd.; ironmongery, 
Yannedis, Ltd.; facing bricks, S. and E. Collier; wall tiling, Carter 
(Brockley), Ltd. 
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Part of the north elevation 


SCHOOL, King’s Heath, Birmingham 








Architects : JACKSON & EDMONDS 


h 
n Architect in Charge: C. F. WALKER, ARIBA 
iI 
. Structural Engineer : S. WILLIS, MinstCE, MiStructE 
n | 

Heating Engineers : HOARE, LEA & Partners 

| Clerk of Works : W. W. FEARNHEAD 
1 
: Builders: C. GREEN & Sons, Ltd. 

Foreman: FRANK GREEN 
“y — a a ws HE new King Edward’s Camp Hill Boys’ and 
rrounding playing fields Girls’ Schools, of which the Boys’ School is the first 


section completed, occupy one of the most beautiful 
school sites in the City of Birmingham, on the former 
Cartland Estate, King’s Heath. The site has many 
fine, mature trees, including an impressive avenue of 
lime and chestnut. New planting has been limited to 
replacing certain sick or dangerous trees; to introduc- 
ing some flowering and evergreen trees against existing 
backgrounds; to providing windbreaks to shield the 
playing fields; and to small-scale planting between the 
various wings of the building. 

Where large glazed areas or wide spans are required, 
simple steel-framed construction has been used; 
Fe elsewhere, load-bearing walls provide support. The 
ne assembly hall roof is covered with a softboard 

“ insulated metal deck; other roofs are of vermiculite 
screeded hollow concrete beams. All roofs are finished 
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School, 
King’s Heath, 


Birmingham 





South elevation 
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with mineral-surfaced bituminous felt. The sides 
of the assembly hall roof are hung with cedar 
shingles. 

Foundations and ground-floor slabs are of rein- 
forced concrete. All service pipes and mains are 
concealed in underfloor ducts. External walls are 
cavity construction, using pressed facings in several 
colours, and reconstructed Clipsham and Portland 
dressings. Internally, wall surfaces subject to a large 
amount of wear are tiled or timber clad; elsewhere 
they are plastered, except in cloakroom, wood and 
metalwork rooms, where painted fair-face brickwork 
has been used, and gymnasium, where end walls are 
of facings. 

Floors generally are of composition block, and 
lavatories in terrazzo. The gymnasium and stage are 
of Gurjun strip; the assembly hall, staff room, 




















headmaster’s room and library are in various types 
of hardwood block, and the entrance hall in terrazzo. 
Metal windows, some in softwood frames, have been 
used throughout. 

Heating is by means of low-pressure hot water in 
radiators and re-circulated hot air heaters, thermo- 
statically controlled. Boilers are coal fired and 
automatically stoked, and controlled by a weatherstat 
mounted outside. 

An interesting feature of the assembly hall is the 
access provided above the ceiling for servicing lights 
and operating spotlights; this is achieved by running 
two 7 ft. 6 in. high lattice girders the whole length of 
the hall and stage (a span of 71 ft.) and providing 
walkways at the side of each girder, leading from the 
floor above the stage ceiling. Access platforms to 


six spot-traps communicate with these walkways. 
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Stage and assembly hall 
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SCHOOL, KING’S HEATH, BIRMINGHAM 
DETAILS OF COST 





Ministry of Educa- 
cation Approved 
Cost 


Buildings, £146,720 
Site works, £12,018 
Planting, £3,265 





Time in Building 


Commenced, March, 1953 
Occupied, September, 1956 





Number of Pupils 


540 Pupils—612 places 





Area 


Superficial area, 45,566 sq. ft. 
Area per child, 74.7 sq. ft. 





Cost per place 


£239 14s. 10d. 





Cost per sq. ft. 
(Internal area) 


£3: 4s; 5d. 
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Main staircase, school coat-of-arms 
carved by Thomas Wright 


Heath, 


Birmingham 


School, King’s 


Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 


Cycle stands, Alfred A. Odoni and Co., Ltd. ; glass domelights, 
Pearce and Cutler, Ltd. ; library shelves and memorial panelling, 
Frederick Restall, Ltd. ; assembly hall roofing, The Ruberoid 
Co., Ltd. ; clocks, The Synchronome Co., Ltd. ; in-situ concrete 
floors, The Siegwart Floor Co., Ltd. ; paints, Smith and Walton, 
Ltd. ; plastering and roof screeds, Charles Trumper, Ltd. ; main 
entrance drive, The Val de Travers Co., Ltd. ; terrazzo floors, 
The Venetian Flooring Co.; carving, Thomas Wright, Esq. ; 
rubble stonework, Wragg Bros. ; ash hoist gear, Youngs (Lifting 
Appliances), Ltd. ; planting, The Cross Garden Co., Ltd., under 
the direction of D. N. D. Hoddy ; felt roofing, Birmingham Roof- 
ing Systems, Ltd ; wood block floors. The Acme Flooring and 
Paving Co., Ltd. ; roller shutters, G. Brady and Co., Ltd. ; struc- 
tural steelwork, Braithwaite and Co. (Struc.), Ltd.; handrails and 
balustrades and yard gates, Bigwood Bros. (Birmingham), Ltd. ; facing 
bricks, Blockleys, Ltd. ; glazed tiling, Carter and Co. London, 
Ltd. ; precast roof beams and reconstructed stonework, Constone, 
Ltd. ; heating services, Richard Crittall and Co., Ltd. ; fencing, 
Durafencing (Birmingham), Ltd. ; cedar shingles, A. H. Francis 


and Co., Ltd. ; door furniture and cloakroom fittings, James 
Gibbons, Ltd. ; metal windows and doors, John Gibbs, Ltd. ; 
composition block flooring, The Granwood Flooring Co., Ltd. : 
sanitary fittings, Griffin Foundry, Ltd. ; assembly hall curtain 


rails, Hall Stage Equipment, Ltd. ; sliding door gear, P. C. Hender- 
son, Ltd. ; service road gate, Hill and Smith, Ltd. ; plastic dome- 
lights, Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd. ; natural stone steps and cills, 
Hornton Quarries, Ltd. ; plumbing, Arthur Howell, Ltd. ; curtains 
and fitted carpet, Kean and Scott, Ltd. ; cycle path, La Brea 
Asphalt2 Co. :; plastic lettering, The Lettering Centre ; water- 
p:o0>f membranes, The Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., 
Ltd. ; electrical services, The Midlands Electricity Board ; acoustic 
ceilings and panelling, Midland Wallboards, Ltd. ; playgrounds 
aid approach road, The Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; radiator 
grilles and footscrapers, Parker, Winder and Achurch, Ltd. 


| Principal entrance hall 
2 Elementary chemistry laboratory 


3 Library at ground-floor level 
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THE New Town of Crawley was de- 














signated on February 26, 1947, and 
as it was, therefore, ten years since the 
Corporation came into existence. SIR 
THomas BENNETT, KBE, FRIBA, chair- 
man of the Development Corporation, 
speaking at the annual meeting with 
elected representatives on March 30, 
said he thought that it was appropriate to 
depart from the pattern of previous re- 
ports and to summarise some of the 
principles which had governed the work 
of development. This would mean that a 
certain amount of detailed information 
must be given in a printed appendix. 
Following are extracts from his remarks. 

In 1947 the task of the Corporation 
was to expand a population of 9,500 into 
a balanced town of 50,000 people, the 
town to be largely self-contained and to 
be completed in a period of 15 years or 
less, This meant the creation of a plan 
within the boundary of the designated 
area (6,000 acres) which would entail 
minimum disturbance to existing interests 
and the maximum amount of cohesion at 
all stages of development. 

Industrial employment was to be used 
as the basis of the development, the in- 
dustries and workers being drawn from 
Greater London. The execution of this 
scheme involved the proper synchronisa- 
ion of all the elements of town growth, 
including the development of water sup- 
ply, Public services, construction of roads, 
the development of residential areas, 
schools, churches, community centres, 
hospital services and public-houses. Syn- 
chronisation has been one of the most 
difficult of many tasks the Corporation 
has faced. 

In 1947 it was not certain that develop- 
Ment would be continuous or that it 





Queen’s-square, Town Centre. H. S. Howgrave-Graham, ARIBA, AMTPI, Chief 
Architect, Crawley Development Corporation, architect 


Ten Years’ Work at Crawley New Town 


SIR THOMAS BENNETT’S REVIEW 


might not be terminated by an adverse 
decision of a future government or by a 
third world war. The Master Plan as 
adopied ensured a cohesive town, even if 
only two or three neighbourhoods were 
developed. 

Roughly, the 55,000 people for whom 
the Corporation will build will be accom- 
modated on 4,000 acres of land, leaving 
2,000 undeveloped. 

Comment should be made on the sub- 
division into neighbourhoods where the 
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smallest neighbourhood contains 4,600 
ipeople and the largest 8.250, compared 
with the recommended standard of 
10,000 persons per neighbourhood when 
the plan was made. The Corporation 
considers that these smaller neighbour- 
ihoods are more closely integrated, have a 
igreater chance of a community life of 
jtheir own, and enable children to travel 
‘to the primary schools, and the inhabi- 
‘tants to do their shopping with the maxi- 
{mum ease and the minimum effort. 


Work on Neighbourhoods 


Work on the whole of the nine neigh- 
-bourhoods has started, six of them are 
ivirtually complete, housing is rapidly 
Jrising in Southgate and Tilgate, Gossops 
Green roads are well advanced and 

house-building will start this year. Tilgate 
East will be laid out by the Corporation 


jfor development to meet the natural 
jgrowth of the town. 
] The shape of the town centre is 


rapidly becoming visible. In the north is 
the broad, flower-lined Boulevard with 
its large parking spaces, which will be 
lined on its north side by the principal 
civic buildings of the town. We have 
already agreed a key site for the town 
hall with the urban district council, sites 
for the county offices, the Crown offices. 
the General Post Office, and the offices of 
the Pearl Assurance Company and the 
Midland Bank. In this row of fine build- 
ings there will eventually be the Courts 
of Justice and other office buildings. 


In the eastern end of the Boulevard 
the technical college is rapidly taking 
shape and its fine proportions will be seen 
from all over the town. At the western 
end will be the Odeon cinema as well as 
the present cinema. In Queens-square and 
Queensway, Broad-walk and The Mart- 
lets, contracts for 122 shops approach 
completion and 50 are already open to 
the public. Queens-square will have a 
fountain designed by Bainbridge Copnall, 
the bandstand brought from Gatwick 





Standard factories on Site 3, Gatwick-road, Industrial Area. H. S. Howgrave- 
Graham, ARIBA, architect 
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Shops and maisonettes, Ifield Neighbourhood Centre. 
H. S. Howgrave-Graham, ARIBA, architect. 


Racecourse, a broad pavement, trees and 
seats, and will be wired for floodlighting. 


In the south will be another fine open 
space bordered with trees, lined on the 
north with shops, in the south a new rail- 
way station, and in the centre a new bus 
station. All of this will be linked with the 
parish church and the present Crawley 
High-street, which will preserve the tradi- 
tional aspect of the town, linking back 
again through Broad-walk to Queens- 
square. Already the town centre has 
become not only the centre of Crawley, 
but the centre of Mid-Sussex. 


Summary of Progress 

Following is a summary of develop- 
ment progress at March 30, 1957, as 
contained in the appendix to Sir Thomas 
Bennett's report : — 

Industry.—Nearly 200 acres are under 
development. Sixty-three new factories 
are in production covering 1,929,000 
sq. ft. of factory space and, in addition, 
15 new factories covering 1,071,000 sq. ft. 
are arranged for, being a total of 78 
factories covering 3,000,000 sq. ft. and 
employing 12,230 persons. 


Residential Areas.—Six of the residen- 
tial areas are completed, Southgate and 
Tilgate are well advanced and contracts 
will be let this summer for buildings in 
Gossops Green. 7,450 dwellings have 
been completed by the Corporation and 
800 by private developers; another 
1,850 and 220 respectively are being built. 


Neighbourhood Shops and 
Service Industry.—Seventy- 
seven new shops are trading 
and 30 are building. Thirty- 
five firms are established in 
the service industry areas of 
the developed town centre 
and neighbourhoods includ- 
ing garage and service sta- 
tions, builders’ merchants, 
food distributing depots, tim- 
ber yards, private workshops 


and a number of smaller 
businesses. 

Town Centre. Broad- 
walk, the pedestrian way ol 


24 shops, a I4-stall market 
and two new shops in the 
High-street have been trading 
for some time. In the main 
central shopping area 50 
shops are trading and_ the 
building of the remaining 72 
is well advanced. 

Schools.—Primary: — 5,280 
places have been provided in 
12 schools including two 
denominational schools. 
Secondary: Four new 
schools (including one de- 
nominational school) with 
1.350 places in use. Gram- 
mar: 540 places provided. 
Two primary schools and one 
secondary are in the course 
of construction, and the 
Technical College of Further 
Education is being built in 
the town centre. 

Community and Other 
Buildings and Open Spaces. 
A permanent community and 
youth centre is open in West Green, 
and semi-permanent halls are open in all 
the other developed areas. Thirty-six 
acres of allotments and 150 acres of 
public open space have been transferred 
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to and are maintained by the Cray 
Urban District Council. Four new py), 
houses are open and two are being by): 

Churches—The Church of Enpot,, 
has built three new churches and has on 
under construction in Southgate: », 
Roman Catholics, Congregational, B,. 
tists and Plymouth Brethren have e, 
built their own church. 

Services.—New radial roads are jp 
to Gatwick, Ifield, Pound Hill 
Southgate and the town centre section 
Three Bridges-road is being doubled 
width. Over 45 miles of new roads 
in use. The new Weir Wood Reser, 
which has a storage capacity of |) 
million gallons, is in use and over ° 
miles of water mains have been laid : 
new sewage treatment works has de 
built for a population of 40,000 ang 
further extension to 50,000 populatio; 
well advanced. Eighty miles of sewe 
and drains have been laid. A new 24. 
gas main brings gas from Croydon (2 
miles) and a new gasholder of 1,500, 
cu. ft. is nearing completion. A lap: 
new transformer station and sub-statio; 
supply electricity to industrial and te 
dential areas through many miles 
underground cable. A new county fi: 
station is in use. Regular bus servic 
and postal and telephone services x 
introduced into each area as develo; 
ment proceeds. A new head post off 
and telephone exchange are building, 

Population.—January, 1950, 10.0 
March, 1957, 37.800 increasing by abo 
7,000 persons in 1957. 

Present Total Employment in Craw 
is now about 18,000 persons—8§ 
working in the new Industrial Are 
2,500 in industries outside the Industr 
Area, 3,900 in non-industrial empl 
ment, and 2,800 in building and ci 
engineering. 3,700 persons travel in 


Cac 


Crawley every day, of whom 1,500 a 


building workers. 


One-hedroom bungalows and semi-detached three-bedroom houses, Warren-drive, [fe 
Stage I]. H. S. Howgrave-Graham, ARIBA, architect 
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THE BUILD! 


CORI 
‘ Pseud 
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siders that | 
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and ‘no on 
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Why sup 
this? = Gl 
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or it was NC 
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which case 
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both untru 
house Was — 
auspices, V 
Council’s s 


The lounge, with stone tiles 
forming the Charles II tennis 
court as the floor 


The Admiral Hood, 


Mosterton 





No one 0 

any comple 

Subcontractors Nc 

& Suppliers :— Th 

Flooring, Armstrong Cork Co. ; reconstructed mullion ; 
windows, Wharfe Lane Concrete Co.; Tudor style oak doors, Public bar I: 
British Gates: tiles, Carters; paint, John Hall and Sons; brickwork, 58, Portl 
London Brick Co.: glazed drain-ware, South West Pottery; ’ 

joinery (less oak doors), Betts and Co.: lead glazing to front 

elevation, remainder standard casements, Crittall Metal Windows: Clerks | 
copper pipe work, Prestex Copper Fittings; stove, Jones and 
Campbell, Ltd.; Carlite bonding plaster, Carlisle Plaster Co., Ltd.; 

*Perlited’ browning plaster, Cafferata and Co., Ltd.; building h 

mats and timber, Burt Boulton and Haywood, Ltd.; electrical, Tot 

P. H. Prest: roof thatching, R. G. Thomas; flooring, Mendip S/R, —Th 

Stone and Concrete Co., Ltd. ’ : 

e | “Associ 

and Clerks 

you would 
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of appoint 
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engineering 
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maintenanc 
Many m 
and the main roof re-thatched in best, combed. wheat- annually or 
reed. A Tudor ingle was discovered behind a brick thrust upon 
fireplace in the lounge, and carefully restored, together of whom 
with a spiral stone staircase which originally gave expected to 
access to the bedroom above. The stonework was sd ailing 
painstakingly restored and the remaining walls were lic 
plastered; two oak beams were restored to the and buildir 
ceiling. The new counter and back-fitting were care. Cle 
designed to be as simple and as much in character as years of exy 
possible. Hand-made, studded oak doors of Tudor Kept in sub 
style with wrot-iron furniture are provided for this from the sti 
room, the entrance lobby and the porch. The jug former da 
and bottle hatch and screens are also in selected oak menanenee 
and Tudor in character. _, This Ass 
The public bar, living accommodation, lavatories, i ae cou 
cellar, first-floor and servery have all been re-designed prscllae 
J a employment: 


to present-day requirements within the existing building pe 


framework. be effected. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


‘Pseudo-Builders’ Defended 


To the Editor of The Builder 
GiR—Your correspondent, Mr. Crux 

{The Builder, April 5], who con- 
ders that he has had a raw deal from 
he builder from whom he bought his 
house, says it was * supposed to be built 
under the auspices of the National 
House-Builders Registration Council’ 
and ‘no one from this important-sound- 
ing body has been around.’ 

Why suppose in a matter so vital as 
this?  ither the house was bought 
within the ambit of this Council’s service 
orit was not. If it was it will have been 
inspected throughout construction, in 
which case the statement that no one 
irom this Council has been around is 
both untruthful and libellous. If the 
house was not built under the Council’s 
auspices, Why cast aspersions on the 
Council’s service? 

No one of the name of Crux has lodged 
any complaint with this Council. 


Norman H. WaALts, Director, 
The National House-Builders 
Registration Council. 


58, Portland-place, London, WI. 


Clerks of Works and Hospital 
Maintenance 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR, —The members of the London 
: Association of Builders’ Foremen 
and Clerks of Works would be obliged if 
you would give space in your correspon- 
dence columns to the increasing number 
of appointments advertised by Hospital 
Management Committees, Regional 
Boards and House Governors, for super- 
intendent engineers who are required 
to possess wide and comprehensive 
engineering qualifications, in order to 
accept responsibility for the complete 
management and organisation of hospital 
services and who, almost as a sideline, 
are required to be responsible for the 
maintenance of the ‘ building fabric.’ 

Many millions of pounds are spent 

annually on this additional task which is 
thrust upon superintending engineers, many 
of whom have not, and could not be 
expected to have, any specialist knowledge 
of building and building maintenance. In 
many cases junior technical assistants are 
offered posts under superintending engineers, 
and building maintenance is left in their 
care. Clerks of works, often with many 
years of experience and hospital service, are 
kept in subordinate positions and precluded 
from the status and salaries they enjoyed in 
former days before the hospitals were 
nationalised. 
_ This Association would be grateful, Sir, 
if you could stimulate discussion on this 
matter and, if out of such discussion, the 
employment of skilled and experienced 
building people for building works could 
be effected. 


J. S. RiGben, General Secretary, 
London Association of Builders’ 
Foremen and Clerks of Works. 


50, Warren-road, Banstead, Surrey. 





Thefts of Scaffolding Items 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GQ IR,—During the past few months, 

members of this Association have 
suffered considerable losses as a result of 
thefts of scaffolding tube and fittings 
from sites on which they are engaged in 
the erection of tubular scaffolding. 

These thefts are often carefully organised 
and the thieves appear to have readily avail- 
able means of disposing of the material. 
It is believed that the receivers of the stolen 
property then sell the material to builders 
and others, and the task of the police is 
rendered difficult by the apparent ease with 
with this is done. A great deal of stolen 
property must by now be in use by builders 
and contractors who are obviously unaware 
of its origin. These thefts would be greatly 
reduced and the task of the police made 
easier if buyers of secondhand scaffolding 
material would first satisfy themselves as 
to the bona fides of the offerer. In cases 
where there is reasonable doubt it would be 
of great assistance if the police were notified. 

We should also like to suggest the desir- 
ability of not encouraging unscrupulous per- 
sons to become interested in scaffolding 
material. For instance, it is suggested that 
it would help to prevent unscrupulous per- 
sons obtaining possession of and selling de- 
fective scaffolding material if builders and 
others undertook to sell their scrap material 
to licensed scrap dealers only, thus ensuring 
that it will be melted down and not again 
be put onto the market and be a source of 
potential danger. 


PEAT, MARWICK MITCHELL & Co., 
Secretaries, National Association 
of Scaffolding Contractors, 


11, Ironmonger-lane, EC2. 


* Training College Hostels ’ 


UNDER this title, the Ministry of Educa- 
tion have issued a new Building Bulletin 
(No. 15, HMSO, price Is.), which deals 
with the design of residential hostels for 
students in training colleges for teachers. 
It reviews students’ requirements, indi- 
cates various ways of meeting them and 
suggests future design trends. 








* Naturally I'd never travel 
by sea if I could go by 
Channel Tunnel !” 
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News of the Week 


Signor Nervi Honoured 


SIGNOR PIER LUIGI NERVI, the 
~ Italian engineer and architect, is 
among those who have been elected 
honorary members of the American 
Academy and the National Institute of 
Arts and Letters. Honorary membership 
is limited to 50 citizens of foreign 
countries who are noted for outstanding 
contributions to the arts. 


Sir P. Abercrombie: Service 
A MEMORIAL SERVICE to Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie will be held in the church 


of St. Martin-in-the-Fields on Monday, 
April 29, at 11.30 a.m. 


Educational Building Procedure 


THE Ministry of Education have issued 
to local authorities Administrative 
Memorandum No. 548, Local Education 
Authority Building Procedure, which 
summarises the current arrangements for 
obtaining the Minister's approval of 
educational building projects carried out 
by local education authorities. As well 
as consolidating and, in places, clarifying 
existing procedures, the memorandum 
includes a number of new points. 


Post-graduate Course 


THE quantity surveyors’ section of the 
RICS Junior Organisation is again 
holding its annua] post-graduate course 
at Trent Park Training College, Cock- 
fosters, Middlesex, on the week-end of 
April 26-28. The subject chosen this 
year is ‘Various Aspects of Concrete, 
Steel and Other Structures.’ A course 
of this type is held annually, to provide 
an opportunity for members to enlarge 
their knowledge of some of the less 
frequently encountered forms of con- 
struction, while enjoying a week-end in 
ideal surroundings. 


The course is limited to about 50 
members and we understand that there 
are still a few vacancies. Interested 


members should write to J. H. Wilms- 
hurst, ARICS, 33, Pinn-way, Ruislip, 
Middlesex. Fee for the course is £2 10s. 


Atomic Appointment 


Dr. F. A. TATForD, Chief Purchasing 
Officer of the United Kingdom Atomic 
Energy Authority, is being appointed 
Director of Contracts in succession to 
Mr. R. A. Browning, OBE, who is retiring 
in the near future. Dr. Tatford’s office 
will be at 1, Richmond-terrace, White- 
hall, SW1. 


New CDA Offices 


THE NEW OFFICES of the Copper 
Development Association at 55, South 
Audley-street, London, W1, were opened 
on Tuesday, April 9, by Viscount 
Chandos, PC, DSO, MC. The principal 
modification to the existing building has 
been the formation of a display room on 
the ground floor, the formation of a large 
window to the street, also used for dis- 
play, and new entrance doors of plate 
glass. The architect for the CDA was 
A. L. McMullen, FRIBA. The display 
room contains a series of bays panelled 
with pegboard with timber surrounds, 
cornice, shelf and cupboards under. 


F 
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ST. CUTHBERT’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL, EDINBURGH: This school, on which building began in June last, is due 
for completion in May. It provides places for 340 pupils. The architects are Messrs Fairbrother Hall & Hedges, of Edin- 
burgh, partners in charge being Douglas H. Bamber, ARIBA, and David M. Hall, DipArch, ARIBA 





RIBA EXAMINATION IN 
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 
Successful Candidates 


(HE RIBA Examination in Profes- 

sional Practice and Practical Experi- 
ence was held in London and Edinburgh 
on April 1 and 2. Of the 214 candidates 
examined, 196 passed and 18 were 
relegated. The successful candidates are 
as follows :— 


A. A. Adeyemi, R. J. Anderson, T. R. Ander- 
son, John Arden, L. T. Ashcroft, Stanley Ash- 
ton, K. L. Bailey, R. A. Baker, G. A. Ball, 
I. C. Bampton, J. F. Barker, C. M. H. Barritt, 
A. B. Beagrie, J. A. Belzar, Christopher Bishop, 
D. R. Blackwell, M. B. Blair, David Bloom, 
P. B. Bolt, C. D. Bourchier, H. T. Bowen, R. D. 
Brines, C. C. Brookes, W. K. Brown, Miss 
R. M. Burnett, J. J. Butler. 

R, P. Callear, G. W. J. Chalmers, C. M. 
Chipkin, A. S. Cole, L. O, Collins, A. D, Cox, 
Thomas Crick, J. A. Cross, G. W. J. Davies, 
Kenneth Dell, B. B. Denore, W. H. Dickie, 
J. G. Dixon, R. R. Dixon, Harry Dobby, P. A, 
Down, Henry Drake, T. A. Dunphy, J. L. H. 
Durrant, B. F. Evans, Roy Fawden, D. W. 
Fielder, Basil Fineberg, G. J. Fisher, T. R. 
Fisher, R. A, Fisk, R. K. Fletcher, B.C. Foster, 
E. F, H. Foster, M. E. Foster, R. C. Furze. 

Walter Garretts, H. P. Gifford, I. N. Gold- 
thorpe, Mrs. M. E. L. Granelli, R. T. Graydon, 
FE. H. Greenwood, J. L. Grimsdale, Ronald 
Grocott, J. F. P. Grover, R. E. J. Hagell, A. S. 
Hamilton, A. S. Hampton, William Hampton, 
K. J. Harding, J. E. F. Harrison, Miss M. J. 
Haslam, C. C, Hawthorn, W. M. Headley, 
W. D. Hewetson, Geoffrey Heywood, L. A. 
Holt, Miss J. D. Horner, A. G. Horwell, Lionel 
Howden, Miss M. M. Hulton, D. E. Hum- 
phrys, G. H. Hutton, L. B. Ingram; I. J. 
Jessopp, H. C. Johnson, J. Brian Jones, R. V. 
Jordan. 

D. P. Kavanagh, A. D. Kendrick, J. S. Kent, 
T. G. Kerslake, A. S. King, P. J. Kirkham, 
John Knott, Paul Kuhnel, Roland Lancon, 
Z. M. Lech, J. W. Lee, Mrs. L. E. M. Leet, 
M. J. Leonard, W. J. Lewandowski, J. P. Long- 
ley, I. K. McCall, C. J. McIntosh, C. H. Mac- 
lean, S. G. Mahimkar, T. B. Marsden, J. M. 
Martin, J. W. R. Mathias, Bronislaw Mazuch, 
James Melville, E. J. W. Miller, A. R. G. 
Milner, M. R. Moor, H. E. Morgan, A. N. 


Mukherjee, F. N. Myot, M. S. Nandhra, 
J. D. Nixon, C. J. Nott, J. Z. Nowak. 

K. H. Obyrne, Padraig O’Muireadhaigh, Miss 
B. M. O'Sullivan, C. S. Oldfield, D. R. Owen, 
R. M. Oxley, A. T. Park, P. E. J. Parker Jones, 
L. F. Payne, J. R. F. Pearce, J. S. Peters, G. M. 
Petit-Jean, A. Y. Pitts, E. M. Plummer, L. A. D. 
Plummer, Robert Pratt, E. G. Prior, W. F. Rad- 
lett, C. F. V. Randall, R. S. L. Rees, F. G. 
Reeves, J. F. Reeves, E. D. Rhodes, P. M. 
Richards, Hugh Rose. 

R. W. I. Sale, T. W. Saunders, T, A. Scaris- 
brick, M. T. Seal, Kenneth Seel, D. L. T, 
Serjeant, R. F. Sewell, C. R. Sharp, O. P. Short, 
David Shuttleworth, W. A. Sibley, Alan Silcock, 
D. C. Sinclair, H. M. Sinclair, Z. P. Slaski, 
W. J. Sloan, Kenneth R. Smith, R. C. Spar- 
row, J. A. Stent, Anthony Susainathan, G. B. 
Thompson, J. L. Timpson, F. J. Towler. K. R. 
Town, R. Y. Turner, Mrs. H. G. Twells-Grosse. 

P. J. Vallance, B. H. Van Breda, R. E. W. 
Vanderplank, G. W. B. Vaughan, D. V. Wade, 
D. J. Wager, Harold Wahnon, Mrs. Susan 
Walker, C. V. G. Weall, K. G. West, K. L. 
Westrope, G. G. Whiting, B. R. Wilcox, A. J. 
Wilkinson, G. T, Wilkinson, P. S. Willder, J. L. 
Wilson, J. B. Wimbs, Barrie Wood, J. P. Wood, 
Kenneth Wood. M. E. Woodford. 


FROM ‘THE BUILDER’ OF 1857 
Saturday, April 18, 1857 

STRIKE AND INTIMIDATION.—At West- 
minster Police Court on the 8th inst. 
three labourers who had been employed 
by Mr. Freake, at Prince’s-gate and 
Exhibition-road, but had turned out, 
being dissatisfied with the amount of 
their wages, (3s. a day) and demanding 
4d. more, were charged with using 
threatening and intimidating language 
towards other labourers who had agreed 
with Mr. Freake for the wages refused 
by the defendants. After hearing the 
evidence, the magistrate sentenced the 
three defendants to three months’ 
imprisonment each, with hard labour, 


and announced that if there was any 
further interference with the men 
employed by Mr. Freake, he would 


impose the full penalty on the offenders. 


COMING EVENTS 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24 
INSTITUTE OF FUEL.—Presidential Address, 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George-st,, 
SWI. 5.30 p.m. 


GLASGOW AND WEST OF SCOTLAND REGIONAL 
ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR TECHNICAL EDUCATION. 


—One-day conference on ‘* Technical Education F 


for the Building Industry.’ Royal College of 
Science and Technology, George-st., Glasgow. 
10.15 a.m. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 25 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. Ordinary 
general meeting. ‘ Mark II Series of British New 


Towns.’ By Prof. H. Wentworth Eldridge of 
Dartmouth College, USA. 36, Bedford-sq. 
WCI. 8 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF FUEL.— Annual meeting and 


luncheon. Connaught Rooms, WC2. 11.30 a.m. 
FRIDAY, APRIL 26. 

RICS (JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—Annual post- 
graduate course. Subject * Various Aspects of 
Concrete, Steel and Other Structures.’ Trent 
Park Training College, Cockfosters, Middx. 
(Continuing until April 28.) 

INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS.—AI- 
nual meeting. 1, Birdcage-walk, SWI. 6 p.m. 
(Postponed from March 22.) 

SATURDAY, APRIL 27 

INSTITUTE OF CLERKS OF WorKS OF GREAI 
BriTAIN. — 75th anniversary dinner. The Con- 
naught Rooms, WC2. 6.30 p.m. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Enfield Civie Centre 


ENFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL are pro 
posing to promote an architectural com- 
petition for a new Civic Centre for which 
the assessor is Mr. S. Rowland Pierce. 
FRIBA. 

The Wages Claim 

THe National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry resumed its meeting on 
the operatives’ wage claim in London on 
April 11. After some discussion of the 
position a further adjournment was 
decided upon. 
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BOOKS 


* Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., ‘The Builder, 4, Catherine- 
greet, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 
(ALIFORNIAN HOUSES OF GorRDON Drake. By 
Douglas Baylis and Joan Parry. (London: 
Reinhold Publishing Corporation and 
Chapman and Hall.) Price 52s. 


Tue facts that emerge about the subject 
of this illustrated memoir are briefly as 
follows: — 
He was born in Texas in 1917; graduated 
from the University of Southern California, 
Los Angeles, but never became a registered 
architect; married and divorced; served for 
fve years in the Far East with the US 
Marines; returned to the West Coast in 1946 
and won the ‘Progressive Architecture’ 
first prize for the design of a small house: 
determined to build houses for people with 
‘minimum budgets’; experimented with 
modular design and prefabrication; wrote 
articles for the architectural magazines and 
taught in the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia: designed about 60 houses in all, 
fewer than a quarter of which were built: 
set up a ‘design center’ which failed; 
worked for another architect; and died 
tragically in the Sierra in January, 1952, 
aged 34. 
From the contributions of his friends and 
the quotations from his letters which make 
up the text of this book one gets the impres- 
ysion of an able and idealistic young man, 
"rather given to daydreams about success but 
‘falling short of it in his all too brief career. 
His friends all speak of his intense devo- 
ition to architecture and of the rare quality 
of his work. One is able to judge this from 
more than 100 excellent photographic and 
‘other illustrations, two of them in colour. 
America seems to have lost an architect of 
great promise by his early death. A scholar- 
ship fund is to be set up in his name at 
the University of Southern California. 

It must be said that a price of 52s. seems 
rather excessive for a book of fewer than 








100 pages. G. J. HOWLING. 
HOUSE CONVERSION AND IMPROVEMENT. By 
Felix Walter, FRIBA. Pp. 257.  Illus- 


trated. 
Price 42s. 


HE author claims that this is the first 
comprehensive book on this subject, 
which is certainly of great importance at 
Approximately half the 
pages are concerned with actual examples, 
well illustrated by photographs and by plans 
drawn clearly to scale. Although nearly 
half of these are in Greater London and are 
large or small Victorian town-houses now 
completely unsuited to modern conditions, 
there are other examples from  Edin- 
burgh, Stockton-on-Tees, Liverpool, Bath, 
Manchester, Nottingham and_ elsewhere. 
The conversion of the large houses in The 
Circus at Bath is of particular interest, the 
lofty rooms and the curved bays entailing 
great difficulty for the replanner. A mansion 
near Sevenoaks presents another problem, 
ingeniously solved; and some more country- 
house conversions are illustrated. Much 
attention is given to finance, maintenance, 


(London: Architectural Press.) 





and administration. Separate chapters deal 
with legal points, valuations, mortgages and 
loans. A glossary explains many legal terms 
such as ‘ amortisation,’ ‘ assignor,’ ‘ cesser,’ 
‘chief rent,’ ‘ copyhold,’ ‘curtilage,’ ‘ fee 
simple, ‘mesne tenant,’ and ‘ waiver.” 
Another term which in its new context will 
be unfamiliar to most readers is the 
“demountable garden... The book should 
be most useful to architects and all con- 
cerned with obsolete house-property. 
MarTIN S. BRIGGS 


New GERMAN’ ARCHITECTURE, 
The Architectural Press.) 


(London: 
Price 56s. 


WHEN Hitler drove the modernists out of 
Germany in 1933 he dealt architeciure 
there a blow from which it has not yet 
recovered. Much of the vast amount of 
building which has been done since the end 
of the war, even in Western Germany, is 
architecturally undistinguished, while in the 
Eastern Zone the standard is positively 
retrograde—according to Herr Hubert Hoff- 
mann, who writes the introduction to this 
book, a mixture of speculative baroque and 
barrack classicism. 

In the Western Zone, however, despite a 
generally low average standard of design, 
much excellent work of a contemporary 
character has been done. A first-rate 
selection (made by Gerd Hatje, Hubert 
Hoffman and Karl Kaspar) is given in this 
book. It includes private houses, housing 
estates and flats, hospitals and clinics, hotels 
and hostels for young people, kindergartens, 
schools and university buildings, churches, 
theatres, concert halls and cinemas, sports 
buildings, exhibition buildings, department 
stores, offices and administrative buildings, 
factories and transport buildings. A small 
section on town planning is included. Each 
building is illustrated by photographs and 
plans and accompanied by a brief descrip- 
tion, the work of Karl Kaspar. The 
translation is by H. J. Montague. The book 
has been made in Germany and, as one 
would expect, the quality of the production 
is excellent. G. J. How .ina. 


THE RAILWAY STATION: AN ARCHITECTURAL 
History. By Carroll L. V. Meeks. Pp. 
204. Illustrated. (Yale University Press, 
USA; and The Architectural Press, Lon- 
don). Price 60s. 


THE PUBLISHERS assure us that this hand- 
some book covers a ‘fascinating field of 
inquiry which has not hitherto been fully 
explored.’ The author ‘has attempted to 
follow chronologically three aspects of his 
subject: railway stations as architecture 
(serving new functions), as engineering (con- 
struction of huge roofs in new materials), and 
as works of art (expressing taste).’ His first 
chapter describes the stylistic designs of the 
19th century as ‘ picturesque’ before every- 
thing; ‘with consistent emphasis on visual 
qualities’ and ‘obvious striving for a 
varied silhouette’... ‘ An effect of richness 
was consciously sought for,’ and eclecticism 
was ‘unabashed.’ Both Louis Sullivan and 
Frank Lloyd Wright are hailed as practi- 
tioners of the picturesque. 

‘English railway stations established the 
pattern for the whole world’; and were the 
joint products of engineers and architects, 
sometimes working successfully together (as 
at Paddington); frequently otherwise. 
Throughout the 19th century, the great 


731 


‘train-shed’ dominated the design. Timber 
roof-trusses were abandoned by 1850, be- 
cause smoke fumes injured the timber; and 
iron trusses were built with spans up to 200 
ft. by that date. All the most notable early 
stations in England, France and the United 
States are well described. ‘Because King’s 
Cross is the only large London Station to 
reveal its sheds on the main front, it has 
received a disproportionate amount of praise 
from modern critics.’ America followed 
England in emphasising verticality, and in 
avoiding monotony by utilising all the 
styles, including Romanesque and even 
* Moorish.’ 

In the age of ‘ Megalomania’ (1890-1914) 
‘elephantiasis overtook every aspect of rail- 
roading.’ Examples cited include Frankfurt, 
Leipzig, Hamburg, Antwerp, Milan; the re- 
modelled Victoria and Waterloo in London; 
Pittsburgh; the Pennsylvania and Grand 
Central stations in New York; and Toronto. 

The attractive Quai d’Orsay station in 
Paris (1897-1900) is a typically Beaux Arts 
composition; whereas the delightful stations 
at Karlsruhe (1908-13) and Helsinki (1910-14) 
are picturesque and original. The 20th cen- 
tury has seen the train-shed virtually dis- 
placed by the ‘platform canopy.’ 

The author admires the austere new 
stations on the London Underground; the 
huge terminus at Florence (1934-6); and, 
above all, the magnificent example at Rome 
(1931-51), ‘ the finest modern station,’ though 
it is rather inadequately illustrated in his 
splendid collection of plates. These are so 
excellent that it seems regrettable that the 
small diagrams of plans and details are 
drawn freehand—a childish affectation which 
will soon be ‘dated’ and will only invite 
ridicule from hard-headed engineers. 


ManrrTIN S. BRIGGS. 
SELLS BUILDING TRADES List. (London: 
Business Dictionaries, Ltd.) Price 25s. 
Now in its 34th year, this 687-page 
annual buyers’ guide contains over 40,000 
names, addresses and telephone numbers 
arranged alphabetically under 2,750 trade 
headings. Additional to a large and increas- 
ing subscription list, copies are sent annually 
to Government departments concerned with 
the building trade, to County and Borough 
Council Surveyors and to many architects 
throughout the country. A current copy is 
to be found in every Chamber of Commerce 
library, and in all main reference libraries. 


THE CABINET MAKER, DIRECTORY AND YEAR 
Book. (London: The Cabinet Maker.) 
Price 40s. 


A NEw Directory for the furnishing trade 
has been published by ‘ The Cabinet Maker’ 
(Benn Brothers). It is entitled ‘ The Cabinet 
Maker Directory and Year Book, 1957,’ with 
a sub-title of ‘The Buyers’ Guide to the 
Furnishing trade.’ The price is 40s. per 
copy and it will be issued annually. The 
new Directory is a comprehensive guide to 
some 5,700 manufacturers and wholesalers 
selling furnishing products, the information 
being presented in self-contained sections, 
each indicated by a guide card, and covering 
(A) furniture; (B) bedding and upholstery; 
(C) carpets, fabrics, floorcoverings and 
accessories; (D) trade marks and names; (E) 
business data and diary; (F) manufacturers’ 
suppliers and services. 
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‘PLANNING NOW’ 


A Paper at the Town Planning Institute 


N a paper entitled ‘Planning Now,’ 
presented to members of the Town 
Planning Institute at a meeting held on 
April 4 at the Livingstone Hall, West- 
minster, Dr. Thomas Sharp, CBE, re- 
ferred to the ‘disillusionment’ over the 
activities of planners felt inside the pro- 
fession and outside it. 

Dr. SHARP began by saying that it was 
ten years since the Act under which most 
town and country planning now under- 
taken was passed into law. ‘I might, per- 
haps, have called my paper the “ First 
Ten Years,”’ he said. He continued: 

But that would have been to suggest 
that the work which was undertaken and 
the experience that was gained before 
1947 can be ignored. And part of my 
theme will be to suggest how great an 
error that has been. So while I shall, in 
the main, speak of planning NOW, I shall 
probably not be able to resist some 
perhaps rather disillusioned backward 
glances to what planning once was in our 
general concept, if not in any very wide 
practice. And I may even be driven to 
cock a brief and bilious eye at the un- 
certainties of the future. 

I have used the term disillusioned; 
and some of you, my colleagues, here 
to-night may perhaps be inclined to say 
that that represents the natural attitude 
arising from the position which most 
consultants find themselves in to-day. 
Perhaps it does: I cannot be certain, 
though I hope I take a more objective 
view than that would suggest. But 
whether it does or not, disillusionment 
Over our activities, or something very 
near it, is a feeling which I sense in many 
different quarters inside the profession 
and out of it. Perhaps disillusionment is 
too strong a word. Perhaps it is more 
disappointment or dissatisfaction. Or 
bewilderment. But at any rate, whatever 
it is, there are great numbers of people 
who think that town planning, now, is 
something far less interesting, far less 
hopeful, far less important than it seemed 
to be only a few years ago. I think that 
that is the case with the majority of the 
public who were ever at all interested. It 
is years since I came across anyone out- 
side the profession who thought that 
town planning is really making much 
difference to the world. 


‘Our Unpopularity’ 


Why is town planning so disliked to- 
day by so many people? I think we 
should try to face squarely up to that 
question. Of course, to some extent the 
dislike which was felt for so many activi- 
ties which were described as ‘ planning’ 
of this or that kind during and imme- 
diately after the war became attached 
also to our much older kind of planning. 
But there has been time for that to have 
worn off now: and I think that to see 
where our unpopularity lies we must look 
deeper than that. 

What is most disliked about us, I 
think, is the control which we exercise 
over other people’s activities with so little 
obvious and acceptable result. The con- 


trol of building and of other forms of 
development is, of course, an essential 
condition of town and country planning. 
And so it is for other purposes. There 
are, for instance, controls of a different 
sort, relating to sanitation, ventilation, 
structural stability and matters of that 
kind: controls with narrow, specific, 
scientifically - demonstrable — objectives. 
These controls for immediate purposes 
the public accepts for the most part with- 
out question. But our controls are to- 
wards objectives far less narrow and 
immediate, and far less easily demon- 
strable as being necessary. And in that 
they are very different from most other 
forms of control exercised by govern- 
ment over private activities. 

Are our plans of this kind? I must 
say, frankly, that in my opinion they are 
not. It seems to me that our plans to-day 
are so small and dreary and are made 
known so dimly and grudgingly that in 
the main they deserve the indifference 
and even, perhaps, the contempt that they 
get. 

I would like to examine some of those 
plans a little, in illustration of my con- 
tention. 

My first contention is that most of 
them are hardly plans at all in the sense 
of what the word ‘plan’ means and 
always has meant to the professions 
engaged in design, that is to say to archi- 
tects, engineers and the rest: or in the 
sense that it meant to town planners, and 
indeed to the general public, up to ten 
years ago. They hardly begin to approach 
‘plans’ in that real, long-established 
sense. They are merely documents— 
policy documents, policy statements. And 
in that way they are very closely similar 
to the policy documents for the other 
kinds of ‘planning’ activities which 
brought town planning and town plan- 
ners into unpopularity in the way I have 
indicated. 


Unsuitable Maps 


Most county maps are, of course, 
drawn to far too small a scale to show 
anything except those odd symbols which 
practically nobody can read. When 
people have complained or shown their 
impatience at these footling documents, 
they have been told that the town maps, 
when they are ultimately produced, will 
show the more definite physical pro- 
posals. But do they? Unfortunately they 
do not. They may be drawn to a scale 
six times as large, but even that is too 
small to show much more than general 
intentions. And indeed any attempt to 
show anything more seems to be care- 
fully avoided. But the odd thing is that 
while these maps are held to be at too 
small a scale to show the kind of details 
which will interest the public, some of 
them show a quite extraordinary amount 
of detail which town planning ought not 
to be dealing with at all. 

There is a plan for one county that I 
know which shows this kind of thing 
carried to a quite extraordinary degree. 
It is one of the most populous and highly 
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developed counties in the world, and it 
embraces so many towns that the whole 
area is shown on one large town map, Tp 
the best of my recollection it does hot 
show a single positive proposal of any 
kind that anyone could take for an ing. 
cation of something fine and good o 
useful to come. Perhaps those positive 
things had been regarded as too detaileg 
to show, when the map was drawn, Ye | 
when it comes to negative things, to ingj. 
cations of control, not of creation, the 
plan is detailed to an_ extraordinary 
degree. It shows no less than 40 types of 
main zones and reservations, divided into 
121 sub-classes. There are 29 yb. 
divisions of public buildings alone, jp. 
cluding such particularised items 4 
remand-homes, convents, monasteries, 
day-nurseries, clinics, clubs and mental 
homes among others. There are nine sub. 
classes of schools; 14 sub-classes of 
service, departments and other govern. 
ment departments using land; eight sub. 
classes of local authority and statutory 
undertakers; six classes of buildings listed 
as having ‘large grounds’; 12 differen: 
sub-divisions of open space. 

The plan for this county where some. 
thing like a couple of million people live 
is, in the end, little more than a mer 
survey: it is simply deep-freeze for the 
Status quo. 

But, whether it is a survey or a plan, 
it is, I think, a document which no other 
generation than this apathetic one would 
ever have allowed to gain the statutory 
force of law. 

Negative Approach 

Far too few of the plans contain any 
positive proposals that can excite interest 
—to say nothing of inspiring the public 
imagination. Far too few contain any- 
thing that can be apprehended as likely 
to bring about any considerable improve- 
ments in the places they deal with. Ani 
they are presented in documents of'such 
insupportable dreariness—those dim maps 
with overlapping and __ criss-crossing 
brown indecipherable lines of uncertain 
and incomprehensible meaning: thos 
written statements which are not so much 
written as limply drawn up and that are, 
as far from containing actual] statements 
as it is possible to make words go—thes 
documents are presented in a way whic 
one would have thought had been speci- 
ally devised to produce the maximum 
of bewilderment and boredom. 

I know, of course, what were the argu: 
ments which led to the production 0 
plans like these. It was argued by some 
people in positions of power when the 
1947 Act was drawn up—people most!) 
with little or no practical planning exper! 
ence—that the earlier plans, the plat) 
made under the Act of 1932, were 100) 
precisely drawn: ‘too rigid’ was the 
phrase used. What was wanted, it was 
said, was something more adaptable ' 
change: something ‘ more fluid,’ to u% 
again the phrase that became the currefl 
cliché in the discussions. And, by gosh, 
we have got it. Current planning has 


become so fluid that to all intents and 
purposes it has ceased to exist. a 

This, then, is the position, as I see 
The plans, such as they are, are for the} 


most part little and empty and more 04 
E 


: 
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less meaningless. For the most part they 
provide too little, too few future hopes 
to reconcile people to the control that is 
exercised over their activities. They take 
away what have long been regarded as 
natural rights and leave no legal rights 
with regard to them—except an appeal 
to a Minister who need give no argued 
reason for his decision. And yet we 
wonder plaintively why we are so un- 
popular ! : 

But the matter is worse than that. I 
have said that official plans are more or 
less empty documents. But there are other 
plans: private plans. And they are much 
less empty—except of legal validity. All 
planning officers have, in fact, far more 
detailed plans than their official plans 
indicate—plans which sometimes their 
own ‘planning committees have never 
seen, let alone the general public: plans 
which they metaphorically keep up their 
sleeves and literally keep tucked away 
out of sight in office drawers. And it is 
far oftener against these unofficial plans 
than against the official plans that a citi- 
zen’s application for permission to do 
this or that or the other is measured. 
They are generally exactly the kind of 
positive plans which the public should 
have. Yet the public never sees them—in 
public. 

I began by speaking of plans, and now 
] have come to the control wielded under 
the power to make plans. As I have said, 
I think that the absence of plans with 
some capacity to inspire or at least inter- 
est people is bound to create distrust, 
resentment and hostility, or at best 
indifference to the idea and the process 
of planning. But that might be mitigated 
to some extent if the controls exercised 
in the absence of worth-while plans 
brought about clearly appreciable good 
results. Do they do that? Again, I am 
sorry to say, the answer, far more fre- 
quently than is defensible, is that they do 
not. 


‘Valuable Work?’ 


We ourselves know, of course, that an 
immense amount of valuable work has 
been done in preventing bad building and 
bad development. We know that every 
day in his working life the planning 
officer has to struggle against private 
developers, public authorities, govern- 
ment departments, other officers of his 
own authority, to prevent bad things hap- 
pening; and we know that he very fre- 
quently succeeds. We know, too, that he 
is sometimes able to take the initiative in 
actually getting good things positively 
done; and here again, since it is some- 
thing to commend, I can with propriety 
mention a particular authority by name 
in instancing the good work that the 
County Durham planning authority is 
doing in planting out old pit-heaps that 
so disfigure the coalfield there. There are, 
I am sure, other examples of that kind of 
thing. But the public does not know, and 
cannot easily know, the successes that 
mere control has had. 

So what it comes to in my view is that 
while planning has failed to produce 
many obviously and strikingly good re- 
sults, control has failed to prevent many 
obviously and strikingly bad ones. Of 
course, there is a whole lot of possible 


explanations that we, as planners, can 
give. The scope of our planning is de- 
cided by the central authority, the Minis- 
try: we cannot control the activities of 
government departments; planning com- 
mittees can be very difficult; local coun- 
cils and their officials can be awkward 


and unco-operative; planning officers 
have ‘got to live with their fellow 
officials’: and so on and so on and so 


on. Of course there are difficulties of that 
kind—multitudes of them. But the public 
is not interested; and it is right not to 
be. The public is concerned only with the 
results of what it is told is planning. 

How has all this come about? How 
has it come about that the immense 
powers that we have under the Town and 
Country Planning Act of 1947 (powers 
which are the envy of our colleagues 
throughout the world, who often, never- 
theless, seem to produce far more inspir- 
ing positive results out of far humbler 
machinery)—-how is it that these immense 
powers, contained in a compulsory and 
not a merely adoptive Act, have pro- 
duced so little obvious result ? How is it 
that we have so little to show for the 
mountain of labour and the mountain 
of cost (what has it been so far? Some- 
thing like £10,000,000?) that in the last 
ten years has gone into the production 
and the administration of these * plans’ 
of ours? 


National Malaise 


Well, there is a host of reasons—of 
extremely complicated reasons which it 
would require a paper of several times 
as long as this to set out. Some of them 
I have already briefly indicated. But it is 
no part of my purpose here to allocate 
blame; and as, earlier on, I did not name 
the plans that I was using to illustrate 
my contentions, | am not now going to 
say that it is this, that or the other body 
that has been most responsible for what 
has happened. The whole country has 
been responsible in one large way. Some- 
how as a nation we seem to have lost 
the drive, perhaps even the will, to get 
things, physical things, done boldly and 
cleanly and effectively. And this failure 
of planning is, perhaps, only one mani- 
festation of a malaise which is affecting 
the whole of our national life. And what- 
ever the causes of this particular failure, 
the blame does not wholly, or even per- 
haps mainly, lie with the planning pro- 
fession. 

What I have been saying is not an 
attack on true planning, on real planning. 
It is only an attack on some of the activi- 
ties that pass for planning now. And I 
make it in the hope—the, I admit, rather 
forlorn hope—that it is not yet too late 
for some changes to be made, for some 
of the lost ground to be regained and 
some new ground to be won. After all 
this is not only the tenth anniversary of 
the passing of the Act under which the 
recent planning has been done. It is also 
a year in which the required quinquen- 
nial reviews of plans are being made. 
There are still apportunities, even statu- 
tory opportunities, if we take them, of 
producing a better kind of planning than 
planning is now. I profoundly hope that 
we will have the courage and the deter- 
mination to take them. 
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Discussion 

LorD SILKIN, moving a vote of thanks 
to the speaker, said he thought Dr. Sharp 
had admitted in the last few remarks of 
his paper that he had been bottling up an 
intense dislike for the 1947 Town and 
Country Planning Act, and he had 
chosen the tenth anniversary of that 


momentous occasion in front of his 
colleagues to introduce this intense 
dislike. After one had been bottling 


something up for ten years, once it was 
released, said Lord Silkin, there was 
usually a real explosion, and he thought 
it was fair to say there had been an 
explosion that evening. 

Lord Silkin said he could, but did not 
propose to, deal that evening with all 
the observations that Dr. Sharp had 
made, but there were three specific 
points he would like to refer to, and deal 
with them as briefly as possible. 

The first was the ridiculous idea that 
the function of the planner was to 
adjudicate between claimants for the use 
of land. If that was the only function 
of the planner then he would admit that 
it was a somewhat limited function. But 
what was wrong with adjudicating 
between conflicting claims for the use of 
land? Surely, in the experience of all of 
them this was something that frequently 
had to happen. They were living in a 
small island where land was scarce. 
There were economic and _ aesthetic 
questions of all kinds, and other questions 
frequently arose causing conflict between 
one another in the use of land. They 
could not get true planning without 
having to resolve this fact between the 
use of land. But no one suggested it was 
the only function of the planner and he 
was not sure that Dr. Sharp really meant 
it. 

Secondly, said Lord Silkin, Dr. Sharp 
had referred to flexibility and rigidity. 
Dr. Sharp had gone back to the 1932 Act 
days and appeared to hanker after the 
rigidity of the plans of that time. In the 
view of many of them, Lord Silkin 
thought, the chief complaint about the 
planning position in the years befere the 
war was the very fact that the 1932 Act 
produced rigid plans which once: they 
were made were exceedingly difficult to 
alter in any respect, and for that reason 
were hardly ever made. It was in the 
desire to get away from the rigidity and 
enable the laws to be adjusted and 
brought up to date from time to time and 
reviewed, that the 1947 Act was passed. 
Lord Silkin considered it would be a 
terrible mistake to go back to the rigidity 
of those plans. Rigidity implied a 
certain amount of arrogance and an 
assumption that everything made must 
be for all time and could not be wrong 
under any circumstances. It was one of 
the purposes of the 1947 Act to provide 
for flexibility. 

Thirdly, said Lord Silkin, he was 
shocked to find that Dr. Sharp had told 
them that the 1947 Act had made no 
difference—the same dreary lay-outs, 
suburbanisation and ribbon development 
which happened before the 1947 Act, 
were happening again, and the public did 
not accept planning because they saw 
those terrible things happening again. 
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He (Lord Silkin), however, was far 
from saying that no ribbon development 
had been extended by one yard, or that 
they did not get unsatisfactory lay-outs. 

He was sure it was within the experi- 
ence of everyone in that room that there 
had been an immense improvement in 
the understanding of planning and the 
practice of planning. Lay-outs were 
today better than ever they had been in 
the past, and even if there was occasional 
ribbon development it was far less and it 
had been stopped to a great extent com- 
pared with the period before the war. 

They ought to bear in mind, said Lord 
Silkin, the new outlook and new con- 
ception of town planning and create a 
new planning profession. They were 
desperately short of people to make 
plans. He was, however, exceptionally 
optimistic about the future of planning. 

When they talked of the 1947 Act they 
had to realise that when it was passed 
there were teeth in it and these had been 
removed. Normally, when they went to 
the dentist they did not expect him to 
remove all their teeth, and in this case it 
was found the only thing that could be 
done was to remove the teeth and they 
now had the 1954 Act as well. 

Mr. J. W. R. Apams, County Planning 
Officer for Kent, seconding the vote of 
thanks, was also highly critical of some 
of Dr. Sharp’s remarks. He thought the 
paper had certainly turned ut to be 
provocative, but quite early in it and 
running as an important theme right 
through, he found what to him (Mr. 
Adams) appeared to be an urgent plea 
for a ‘ pie in the sky’ policy. But, added 
Mr. Adams, he wished to hasten to say 
that he did not disassociate himself from 
the author’s plea for big objectives, for 
brave plans. 

Before he concluded, Mr. Adams said, 
he must say a word about a fundamental 
problem which underlaid many of the 
cruel remarks in that interesting paper. 
That was the relationship between the 
designer and his client, between the 
planning officer and the ratepayers’ 
representatives, who were his clients. Of 
course it would be theoretically possible 
for all good planning officers who could 
not get their own creative way to resign 
and go into private practice. He asked 
Dr. Sharp to spare a kind thought for 
those who were fighting some of the 
battle—even if they feared sometimes 
the use of nuclear weapons. 


Chief Officers’ {Course 

Thirty-seven chief officers from local 
authorities throughout Britain attended a 
course on ‘ Road and bridge design and con- 
struction’ held by the Cement and Concrete 
Association from April 2-4. Each year some 
600 engineers and supervisors attend courses 
organised by the Association to make known 
recent developments in design and construc- 
tion techniques. This was the first to be 
held in a new training centre building at the 
Association’s research station at Wexham 
Springs, near Slough, Bucks. The building, 
which includes lecture room and _ hostel 
accommodation for those participating in 
the courses, will be officially opened on Mav 
1 by Mr. Hugh Molson, MP, Minister of 
Works. 


Building in the City 
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FURTHER REDEVELOPMENT UNIT PROPOSED 


A FURTHER redevelopment unit — 
*“~ No. 11A—was proposed by the Improve- 
ments and Town Planning Committee and 
approved by the Court of Common Council 
of the City of London at its meeting at 
Guildhall on April 11. 

The matter is to be referred back to the 
committee. so that it can take the necessary 
steps to obtain, in principle, the Minister's 
approval, and in due course to enter into 
negotiations for the purchase of the out- 
standing interests and to obtain the necessary 
closing order in respect of part of Lawrence- 
lane. 

The new unit will be on land bounded on 
the south by Cheapside and on the east by 
King-street. the total area being 0.43 acres, 
of which 0.13 acres is land covered by roads. 

In a report to the Court, the committee 
stated that the proposed layout provides for 
the widening of Cheapside to a width of 
74 ft., and King-street to a width of 40 ft.; 
the closing of part of Lawrence-lane to 
vehicular traffic; and the comprehensive 
redevelopment of the area with particular 
reference to the continuity of the form of 
development now proceeding by the Cor- 
poration’s lessees, the Sun Life Assurance 
Society, on the Cheapside Site (Unit No. 11) 
immediately abutting on the western 
boundary of this unit. 

Total cost of the new project is estimated 
at £888,000. 

The committee reported that the unit 
could be divided into three when consider- 
ing land ownership: 93 and 39, King-street; 
94 to 96, Cheapside, and 2 and 3, Lawrence- 
lane; and 97 to 99, Cheapside, and 31 to 33, 
Lawrence-lane, Farleigh House. 


Aldersgate-street Station 


Among proposed development schemes 
approved by the Court was the reconstruc- 
tion of Aldersgate-street Station, with a five- 
storey building above. Approval is subject 
to a number of conditions. These include 
adequate provision of car parking on the 
basis of one car for every 2,500 sq. ft. of 
gross floor space; and provision for future 
access to the station to be available from 
the continuous high level system of walk- 
ways to be provided in the area to the south- 
east of the station, in addition to access 
from ground level (London Transport 
Executive). 

Other schemes to which approval was 
given were: 

Erection of a new building for use as 
offices at 92 to 101, Wood-street, 4 to 6, 
Staining-lane, and 4 to 6, Oat-lane. (Archi- 
tects: Knapton and Deane, FRIBA, 123-4, 
Newgate-street, EC1.) 

Erection of an office building—basement, 
ground and three upper floors—at 35 and 36, 
Basinghall-street and 1 and 2, Basinghall- 
avenue. (A. C. Taylor, 16-17, King-street, 
EC2.) 

Erection of an additional storey on the 
Great Tower-street frontage of 1 to 4, Great 
Tower-street and 11 to 14, Idol-lane. (Archi- 
tects: E. Bates and W. G. Sinning, ARIBA, 
89, Chancery-lane, WC2.) 

Proposed development, for which per- 
mission was refused, related to the erection 
of a new office building at 39 to 47, Basing- 


hall-street, part of 27, London Wall, pay 
of Basinghall-street and land adjoining open 
spaces and highways. (Architects: Morrison 
Rose and Partners, F/ ARIBA, 4, Wimpole. 
street, W1.) 

The committee gave as reasons for 
refusal: ‘The proposed development is, by 
reason of its shape and size, incapable of 
satisfactory integration into the joint scheme 
for the comprehensive development of the 
area in which it is situated, as approved by 
the LCC and the Corporation.’ 

The applicant weuld be informed that 
permission would be granted for the erec- 
tion of a multi-storey office building cop- 
forming precisely to the joint proposals for 
the comprehensive development of the area, 
but that the grant of such permission would 
not commit the Corporation to the grant 
of a building lease to the applicants or to 
any other person. 

Approval was given to drawings relating 
to proposed schemes already approved. 
These are:— 

Construction of one building forming an 
extension to existing premises adjoining a 
site to be created by the resiting of Browns 
Buildings, for use as offices, at 10 and 12, 
St. Mary Axe, 3 to 10, Browns Buildings, 
and part of the public way of Browns Build- 
ings. (Architects: Ronald Ward and Part- 
ners, F/AA.RIBA, 29, Chesham-place, SW1.) 

Erection of a new ouilding for use as a 
bank, offices and showrooms, and external 
alteration in connection with the scheme, 
at 1 to 6, Holborn Circus, 7 to 9 and part 
of 4, 5, 6 and 27, Thavies Inn, 2 to 6 (even) 
and part of 8, St. Andrew-street, 24 to 28, 
Bartletts Buildings, and part of Thavies Inn. 
(Architects: Lewis Solomon, Son and 
Joseph, F/ARIBA, 21, Bloomsbury Way, 
WCl.) 

Approval was also given to details of 
materials relating to the erection of a build- 
ing—basement, ground and five upper floors 
for use as offices with shops on the ground 
floor —at 33 to 41 (odd), St. Mary Axe. 
(Architects: Mewes and Davis, FF.RIBA, 
1, Old Burlington-street, W1.) 

The Court also approved an exchange of 
land in connection with the proposed erec- 
tion, by the Bernard Sunley Investment 
Trust, Ltd., of a new building at 2 to 6, 
Cannon-street, for use as offices, banks and 
banqueting/ restaurant. 

Retention of sites as car parks was per 
mitted for a limited period: part of 94 and 
95, 96, Watling-street, and 32a, 33 and 34, 
Old Change (until March 25, 1958); 24 to 
26, Minories, 1 to 3, and 5, St. Clare-street, 
and 1, St. Clare-place (March 31, 1960). 


Staff Hostels Proposal 


CAPTAIN ALFRED INSTONE asked the chait- 
man of the Improvements and Town Plat- 
ning Committee (Mr. John Batty) how many 
staff hostels existed in the City, and whether 
he would consider allowing the erection of 
temporary buildings to be used as hostels 
until the plans for reconstruction 1 
undeveloped areas could proceed. 

Mr. Batty replied that inquiries sugges 
ted that there were no staff hostels in the 
City. He added: ‘Any application for the 
construction of hostel buildings will, ot 
course, be considered by my committee. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


By Our Parliamentary Correspondent 


Building and the Budget 


RITISH building and civil engineering 

firms whose activities in the Middle 
Fast and elsewhere abroad contribute to the 
nation’s balance of payments will benefit 
from the reliefs proposed by Mr. Peter 
Thorneycroft, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
in his Budget which was presented to the 
House of Commons on April 9. 

Sir Davip EccLes, President of the Board 
of Trade. speaking in the debate on the 
Budget the following day, said that the 
work of these firms deserved recognition, and 
one day the full story of the contributions 
which British contracting business abroad 
made to the balance of payments must be 
told. They needed to establish depdts and 
workshops on the spot. 

Mr. THORNEYCROFT, explaining his pro- 
posals to the Commons, said that there had 
been much criticism in the past about the 
system of taxing at UK rates the profits of 
United Kingdom companies, controlled and 
managed in Britain but operating abroad, 
with a set-off against that tax bill for similar 
taxes paid overseas. That criticism had 
arisen because of the disadvantage caused 
to British concerns trading in overseas coun- 
tries where taxation was lower than that in 
Britain. 

What he proposed was to adopt in sub- 
stance a novel idea put forward by a royal 
commission. under the chairmanship of Lord 
Radcliffe, which reported in 1955. The idea 
was that the law should recognise as en- 
titled to special tax treatment a class of 
overseas trade corporations. Broadly 
speaking, these would be UK companies, 
controlled and managed from this country, 
but having their actual trading operation 
overseas. Concerns that qualified as cor- 
porations would be exempted from income 
tax and profits tax on their trading profits 
earned abroad. Dividends or other distribu- 
tions to shareholders out of the trading pro- 
fits would be liable to United Kingdom in- 
come tax, and if they were received by a 
United Kingdom company to profits tax 
aiso. 

The companies covered by the proposals 
would include those wholly engaged abroad 
in mining, oil winning, agriculture, manu- 
facture and processing, public utilities and 
distribution. Some concerns would qualify 
as OVerseas trade corporations at once, but 
mixed businesses with operations partly in 
the United Kingdom and partly overseas 
would have to hive off their overseas busi- 
Ness into a separate company that fulfilled 
the qualification of a corporation before 
they could benefit from the proposals. 


Reduced Capital Expenditure 

In his survey of 1956, Mr. Thorneycroft 
Pointed out that fewer houses, but more fac- 
tories and offices, had been built. The sub- 
stantial decline in the provision of capital 
for local authorities had contributed to a 
saving of £182m. in expenditure. Against 
an estimate of £220m. for that purpose 
issues had been made of only £109m., which 
reflected the successful application of sound 
financial principles to the capital expendi- 
ture of local authorities. He realised that 
the market could not meet all the require- 
ments of the local authorities but would con- 


tinue to rely on the sound judgment of the 
Public Works Loans Board to prevent any 
unnecessary demand on the Exchequer. He 
estimated the needs of local authorities 
borrowing in the coming year as £100m. 

The Chancellor showed no sign of relax- 
ing the credit squeeze which his predecessors 
introduced. If anything there was a hint of 
a tightening in the application. After point- 
ing out that it had been and would continue 
to be the practice of the banks to treat all 
applications from their customers for credit 
to finance investment in building, plant and 
other fixed capital as not being in the 
ordinary course of business and therefore 
requiring Treasury consent. he said that he 
had decided to do away with the limitation 
by which the Capital Issues Committee were 
asked to continue their attention to the pur- 
poses of such loans, leaving the terms to 
the discretion of the banks. The previous 

ractice, by which the committee would con- 
cern themselves with the need for bank 
finance and the period of such borrowing, 
would be reinstated. 

He had written to the chairman of the 
committee that the committee, in 
addition to examining the purposes of such 
borrowing, should also consider whether a 
bank overdraft was the appropriate method 
of finance. He had also asked that they 
should not recommend consent unless they 
were satisfied either that there were excep- 
tional circumstances in the cas? which made 


asking 


it impossible for the applicant to raise the 
loan from non-banking sources, or that the 


proposed bank loan was a Strictly temporary 
and a short bridging operation pending the 
completion of funding arrangements. 

By these means he hoped that control over 
credit would be maintained. The fact that 
the arrangements had to be made was evi- 
dence that the monetary machine was work- 
ing under great difficulties. There was 
general agreement about the objectives of 
monetary policy. but there was the widest 
difference of opinion among the experts 
about how they should be attained. It had 
been decided to set up a committee to in- 
quire into the working of the monetary and 


credit system and to make recommenda- 
tions. Lord Radcliffe would be the chair- 
man. 


Educational Building 

DURING a debate on education in the 

Commons on April 5, SiR EpwarpD 
BoyLe, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Education, that the labour force on 
educational building rose from a little under 
40,000 at the end of December. 1955, to just 
short of 50,000 in December last year. This 
welcome trend, together with the greater 
concentration of work on outstanding pro- 
had increased the amount of work 
done in the first nine months of the financial 
year just ended to £58.100.000 compared 
with £44.800.000 in the same period of the 
previous year. 

The value of the projects completed in the 
first’ nine months of 1955-56 was 
£29.100.000 but in the first nine months of 
the last year it was £37,400.000. The 
greater concentration of work on outstand- 
ing projects had not meant any drastic delay 
in starts in new projects. It looked as 
ough they would hit the target of £55m. 
r starts in the financial year 1956-57. That 
£58m. for 
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1955-56, and only £44m. and £45m. in the 
two previous. years. 

The postponement of starts and the in- 
crease in work done in the financial year 
just completed had meant that work out- 
standing appeared to have been stabilised 
around £70m. He had always understood 
from the planning section of the Treasury 
that 15 months’ outstanding work was rea- 
sonable. 

Mr. Peart asked if those figures took 
account of such things as increased building 
costs in that period. 

Sir EpwarpD BoyLe said that these were 
gross figures. They were not 1954 factor 
cost figures, but actual figures for the ex- 
penditure in the year in question. The de- 
partment would not have achieved the satis- 
factory figures for completions, and in par- 
ticular the increased labour force, if the 
Government had not used unpopular 
methods, such as the credit squeeze and the 
tighter control on borrowing to relieve the 
excessive pressure on the resources, and to 
some extent canalise them for more essen- 
tial purposes. The rephasing of the school 
building programme which had_ been 
severely criticised at the time had been fully 
justified by the results achieved. 

No-one who had visited any of the new 
schools which had been opened recently 
would feel that there had been any skimp- 
ing in educational standard. It was the 
sincere belief of the Ministry that they had 
been getting better and better value for their 
money without sacrificing _ essential 
standards. 

It would be a great mistake to suppose 


that when they had got over the ~ bulge’ 
they would be able to relax over school 
building because there would then be the 
all important task of bringing up the net 
investment in school building, and improv- 
ing and rebuilding many of the old schools. 


The fact that the educational system had 
grown up so haphazardly meant that there 
was a great deal to be done in school build- 
ing even when the ‘bulge’ had been sur- 
mounte 

Mr. JOHN DUGDALE said that the amount 
of money allowed to local authorities was 
such that the local authorities were having 
to use secondhand materials for ordinary 
repairs because they were not allowed 
enough money for doing the best repairs. 

Sik EpwarbD said that if Mr. Dugdale had 
any particular points about materials he 
would consider them if they were brought 
to his attention. 


Channel, Tyne and London 


Tunnels 
THE Minister of Transport was askea 
about tunnels across the English 
Channel, the River Tyne, and through 
London. during question time in_ the 


Commons on April 10. 

Mr. WATKINSON Said that consideration 
was being given to recent developments to 
see whether they called for any change of 
policy about the Channel tunnel. 

Mr. CRONIN asked the Minister to reassure 
the House that the Government were fully 
alive to the enormous economic advantages 
of this scheme. and were no longer over- 
awed by the advice given by General 
Wolseley in the 1880's. 

Mr. WATKINSON said that the Government 
were not particularly overawed by the 
General. 
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Mr. GRESHAM COOKE asked the Minister 
to bear in mind that there should be a road 
section as well as a rail section to the tunnel. 

Mr. WATKINSON said that he would 
remind all those who were interested in this 
desirable project that so far no plans had 
been found feasible for a road tunnel. A 
rail tunnel would cost about £100m. 

Mr. FREDERICK WILLEY asked the Minister 
if he had yet made a statement to the Tyne 
Tunnel Committee after his meeting with 
their deputation. 

Mr. WATKINSON said that he had not. He 
could not usefully do so until he had 
received and considered all the views of the 
interests concerned about the possibility of 
building a bridge. 

MR. WILLEY said there was a good deal of 
interest and suspicion about this. He urged 
the Minister to expedite his consultations so 
that a reply could be made as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Mr. WATKINSON said that he would do 
that. Either he or the Parliamentary 
Secretary would want to visit the site before 
a final decision was made. 

Mr. Davip Jones asked how many more 
Ministers had to visit the area before they 
made up their minds to accede to the re- 
quests by the local authorities to build the 
tunnel. 

Mr. WATKINSON said that if Mr. Jones 
wanted the project for a tunnel shelved he 
would gladly agree with the request. 

Mr. ERNEST Davies asked the Minister 
what consultations he had had with the 
British Transport Commission about the 
construction and financing of the new Vic- 
toria tube line. 

MR. WATKINSON said that his discussions 
with the commission had not yet reached a 
stage at which he could usefully make a 
statement. 

Mr. Davies asked the Minister to realise 
the urgency of this question. London was 
rapidly returning to the crawl of the days 
before petrol rationing, and with the rate 
of increase in the traffic, London would 
crawl to a standstill. The solution was to 
send the traffic underground, either by tube 
or by road tunnels under the city. 

Mr. WATKINSON said that the commission 
were re-examining the scheme and until they 
came back to him with details there was 
nothing useful he could add. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


Western-avenue Fly-over 


Mr. RONALD BELL asked the Minister of 
Transport and Civil Aviation, on April 10, 
when he expected to start work on the fly- 
over crossing at the junction of Western- 
avenue with the North Circular-road. 

Mr. WATKINSON: I hope before the end 
of this year. 


Restrictive Practices Inquiry 


An inquiry which the Minister of Labour’s 
National Joint Advisory Council is con- 
ducting into the question of restrictive 
labour practices in industry, with the object 
of securing a general examination of those 
practices in each industry, is believed by the 
Minister to be the best hope of progress. 

Mr. MACLEop stated this in the Commons 
on April 10 when rejecting a proposal that 
such practices should be registered by law. 
These practices, he said, were difficult to 
define, many were unwritten and matters of 


local custom; so he did not consider that 
registration would be practical. 

This inquiry was beginning to produce 
results, and there had been reports and 
committees set up in the industries covering 
the majority of workers in the country. 

Mr. Macleod agreed that there were 
restrictive practices on both sides of industry, 
and also that it was true, and he detested it 
as much as anyone, that there were examples 
of petty victimisation in industry, but these 
were not matters that could be solved by 
legislation. 


Planning Appeals 


Mr. GEORGE THOMAS asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, for the 
number of appeals against the decisions of 
local planning authorities that had been 
waiting for six months or more to be heard 
by his department. 

Mr. Brooke: On March 29, out of 1,588 
cases which had not yet been heard, 75 had 
been outstanding for more than six months. 
Some of these had been held up at the 
request of the appellant, and others because 
he had not provided the necessary informa- 
tion. 

Mr. THomas said that there was a good 
deal of annoyance and frustration because 
of these long delays. In one case, to which 
he had drawn the Minister’s attention, there 
was a delay of 11 months between the 
hearing of the appeal and the notification of 
the result. Would the Minister try to hurry 
up decisions in these cases? 

Mr. BRooke.—Yes. As I explained, most 
of these long outstanding cases occur either 
because the appellant is not ready or because 
further information is required. But I am 
not satisfied with the position in the remain- 
ing cases, and I shall do what I can to speed 
things up. 


IDENTICAL TENDERS, 
BIRMINGHAM 


Report on Nearly 100 Firms 


BIRMINGHAM City Council decided on 
April 9 to send to the Registrar of 
Restrictive Trading Agreements a report 
containing 38 instances of identical tender- 
ing by firms for corporation contracts. The 
list has taken two years to collect. It is 
the second to be prepared by the corpora- 
tion, an earlier report having been referred 
to the Monopolies Commission in 1955. 
The report names nearly 100 firms whose 
tenders were received by eight council 
committees. Eight firms each quoted 
£13,222 17s. 8d. for the constructional steel 
work in an eight-storey block of flats; ten 
firms quoted £6,998 15s. 6d. for steel work 
at a new police station and when the con- 
tract was later readvertised eight firms 
quoted £7,141 16s. 2d. Other items for 
which level tenders were received included 
metal windows, amplifying equipment, bitu- 


men emulsion, wire, limestone, concrete 
flags, stoneware, cement, lead, and cast 
iron pipes. 


ALDERMAN A. F. BRADBEER, Labour leader 
of the council, described the report as ‘an 
indictment of the so-called competitive 
system,’ and said that public requirements 
for many goods and services were at the 
mercy of restrictive rings. The minority 
Conservative group did not oppose the 
reference of the report to the Registrar and 
the Association of Municipal Corporations. 
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LCC 


Redevelopment of St. Paul's 
Precinct 


T the meeting of the London County 
Council on Tuesday (April 16) a re. 
port on the redevelopment of the area syr- 
rounding St. Paul’s Cathedral was presented 
by the town planning committee. The 
report states that the plan forming the 
framework within which the future develop. 
ment of the area around St. Paul’s Cathedral 
is to be carried out is now reaching the 
final stages of consideration. The Council 
has already indicated its support for the 
basic principles of Sir William Holford’s 
scheme for the St. Paul’s Precinct and the 
town planning committee now submit the 
necessary modifications of the development 
plan required by the scheme. If the Council 
agrees, says the report, these will be sub- 
mitted to the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government and the proposed alterations 
will be advertised and copies of the docu- 
ments will be deposited for public inspec- 
tion. Objections and representations may 
be lodged, and the Minister may order a 
public inquiry. 


In considering Sir William Holford’s 
scheme, the Council had hoped that it might 
be possible to secure a more open treatment 
of the buildings to the south side of the 
Cathedral precinct. The City Corporation 
has agreed to a more open lay-out of the 
proposed group of buildings on the south 
side of the Cathedral and east of the pro- 
posed ‘south vista’ (a pedestrian terrace 
which will now be 60 feet wide, leading 
towards: the south transept). This revised 
lay-out, which has the approval’ of Sir 
William Holford, involves a less closely 
built-up frontage to Cannon-street and the 
provision of an open pedestrian area, raised 
slightly above pavement level, linking the 
Church of St. Nicholas, Cole Abbey, with 
the proposed new south lawn of the 
Cathedral. 


On the west side of this pedestrian area 
will be the buildings fronting on to the 
‘south vista’; the committee hope that it 
may be possible to arrange for an open 
treatment of these buildings at ground level 
to secure a broad connection between the 
terrace and the ‘south vista.’ On_ the 
southern boundary of the pedestrian area 
will be a low block of single-storey shops. 
This block will screen the re-aligned 
Knightrider-street from the higher pedestrian 
area. It is hoped that it may be possible 
to arrange this block so as to afford the 
maximum view of the Cathedral from the 
area immediately to the west of St. Nicholas 
Church and the nearby part of Queen 
Victoria-street. A car park will be pro- 
vided beneath the pedestrian area and will 
be approached by way of Knightrider- 
street. 


A modification has also been made, the 
report continues, to Sir William’s original 
proposal for the traffic route between 
Ludgate-hill and Carter-lane, which 1n- 
volved two almost right-angled bends. In 
order to provide a more satisfactory road 
from a traffic point of view, it is now pro- 
posed that Carter-lane should be widened 
to a minimum width of 70 feet and extended 
to join Ludgate-hill closer to Ludgate 


JHE BUILDE! 


Circus. Sir \ 
cation. TO 
the new road 
additional 1 
accordingly 
map which s 
comprehenst' 
compulsory < 
tion. 

The com 
Council is 1 
detail of the 
buildings ind 
scheme, pal 
highest build 
these are ma 
actual develc 
In dealing 
special consi 





light of Sir ‘ 


l Jocation, hei; 


proposed wi 
ing area In 
development 
ship with St 
serve the di 
secure adeq 


i vehicles and 


The City 
copies of S 
placed on sé 

Relaxat 

Ca 


FOLLOWIN 


| ments last 
| capital exper 


ling develop 


£100,000 wa 


» mittee report 


There has 
tion of capi 
lary housing 


| therefore de 
| for the pro 
' need for th 
| the foundati 


hard-standin 
superstructu 


later on. T 


ward estim: 
were appro\ 
relaxed, 


Diagn 
THE Cot 
approved in 
reported, th 
Road Centr 
sociological 


) the Ministry 
| search Cour 
showed that 


establish th 
envisaged, b 
be forthcor 
diagnostic ¢ 


The prop 
in principle 
Metropolitar 
a small cen 


| Opt others v 


has been af 
tory scheme 
with the Re 
London Ex 
sulted. 


957 


unty 
a Te- 
 Sur- 
onted 
The 
the 
elop- 
edral 
. the 
uncil 
' the 
ord’s 
1 the 
- the 
ment 
uncil 
sub- 
cal 
tions 
locu- 
spec- 
may 
ler a 


ord’s 
light 
ment 
the 
ation 
the 
outh 
pro- 
Tace 
ding 
vised 
Sir 
sely 
| the 
1ised 
the 
with 
the 


area 

the 
at it 
open 
level 
the 
the 
area 
Ops. 
ened 
rian 
sible 
the 
the 
olas 
yeen 
pro- 
will 
ider- 


the 
inal 
yeen 
in- 
In 
road 
pro- 
sned 
ided 
gate 


sulted. 


THE BUILDER April 19 1957 
Circus. Sir William agrees with this modifi- 
cation, To secure a proper alignment for 


the new road, it will be necessary to acquire 
additional land and a modification has 
accordingly been made to the designation 
map which shows all the land required for 
comprehensive development as subject to 
compulsory acquisition by the City Corpora- 
tion. 

The committee emphasises that the 
Council is not committed to approval in 
detail of the height and form of individual 
buildings indicated in Sir William Holford’s 
scheme, particularly in relation to the 
highest building to the north of St. Paul’s; 
these are matters to be considered when the 
actual development proposals are submitted. 
lin dealing with planning applications, 
special consideration will be given, in the 
licht of Sir William Holford’s report, to the 
location, height, form, etc., of any building 
proposed within the precinct or surround- 
ing area in order to ensure, inter alia, the 
development of the area in proper relation- 
ship with St. Paul’s Cathedral and to pre- 
serve the distant view of its dome and to 
secure adequate circulation of traffic and 
‘vehicles and a suitable distribution of uses. 


j 
' 








| The City Corporation has agreed that 
copies of Sir William’s report should be 
| placed on sale to the public. ; 


Relaxation of Restrictions on 
Capital Expenditure 

FOLLOWING the Government’s pronounce- 
| ments last year about the restriction of 
| capital expenditure, work ancillary to hous- 
Fing development to the value of about 
* £100,000 was postponed, the housing com- 
_ mittee reported. 

There has been a removal of the restric- 
tion of capital expenditure on certain ancil- 
lary housing works, and the committee have 

| therefore decided to proceed with schemes 
| for the provision of clubrooms where the 
| need for them can be established and for 

| the foundations of garages, so as to provide 
hard-standings for cars, with a view to the 
superstructure of garages being erected 

| later on. They are accordingly putting for- 
ward estimates for those schemes which 
were approved before the restrictions were 
relaxed, 


Diagnostic Medical Centre 

THE Council on February 5, 1952, 
approved in principle, the health committee 

i reported, the establishment, at the Queen’s 
Road Centre, Camberwell. of a medico- 
| sociological research unit. Discussions with 
' the Ministry of Health, the Medical Re- 
_ Search Council and other parties concerned 
showed that it would not be practicable to 

| establish the research project on the basis 
envisaged, but that substantial support would 

} be forthcoming for the establishment of a 
| diagnostic centre for general practitioners. 


The Proposal has now been approved, 
| IN principle, states the report, by the SE 
Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board, and 
4 small committee of officers, who may co- 
| Opt others whose services may be of value, 
has been appointed to work out a satisfac- 
tory scheme. Details are being discussed 
with the Regional Hospital Board, and the 
London Executive Council is being con- 


STREET LIGHTING 
Local Authorities’ Difficulties 


Mr. GRANVILLE BERRY, MInstCE, 
MInstMunE, speaking on ‘Street Lighting 
from the City Engineer’s Point of View,’ 
at the sessional meeting of the Birmingham 
Centre of the Illuminating Engineering 
Society held at Regent House on March 22, 
referred to the great development in the field 
of public lighting since the end of the last 
war. New and improved light sources had 
become available; lamp life had become 
doubled, and Great Britain led the world 
in fluorescent lighting. 

Local authorities understood the problem 
of street re-lighting, and the main difficulty 
was financial and administrative, rather than 
technical, said Mr. Berry. Except in the case 
of the Ministry of Transport’s trunk roads, 
the full cost of the work of all other cases of 
lighting improvements on classified and un- 
classified roads was borne by the lighting 
authority. 

Some reorganisation of lighting authori- 
ties was not only urgent but long overdue. 
Mr. Berry made much of the magnitude of 
the lighting problem facing lighting local 
authorities, and the cost it would add to the 
rates. for even only a small scheme. He 
maintained that much could be done in this 
direction by the setting up of joint com- 
mittees, each composed of members of con- 
stituent local authorities who would be 
concerned almost entirely with questions of 
co-ordination and planning rather than with 
administration, and thus leaving with the 
local authorities concerned the actual carry- 
ing out of the day-to-day work that has to 
be done. 

Mr. Berry discussed the type and standard 
of lighting to be provided in the future. The 
speaker made reference to sodium dis- 
charge, mercury discharge, and fluorescent 
tubes in the modern use for lighting im- 
portant highways. Tungsten lighting would 
still be used for minor or class B side 
streets. 


JWEF ANNUAL MEETING 
Chairman Re-elected 


(PHE annual meeting of the Joinery and 
Woodwork Employers’ Federation 
was held recently at the Connaught Rooms, 
Kingsway, WC2, when the chair was taken 
by Mr. M. van Westerborg, chairman of 
the Federation. Mr. M. van Westerborg, 
managing director of Jayanbee Joinery, Ltd., 
was unanimously re-elected as chairman 
with Mr. B. Pratten, of F. Pratten and Co., 
Ltd., and Mr. Neill H. H. Newsum, of H. 
Newsum, Sons and Co., Ltd., as vice- 
chairmen. Mr. S. J. Bassett, of E. W. King 
and Son (Newport), Ltd., was elected hon. 
treasurer and the following were re-elected 
or elected to the executive committee :— 

Messrs. W. E. Adams (John Sadd and 
Sons, Ltd.); James B. Austin (Austins of 
East Ham, Ltd.); E. A. Busby (Fleetwood 
Jones and Co., Ltd.); K. G. Cook (Pap- 
worth Industries); C. H. Cuttriss (W. C. 
Youngman, Ltd.); John Duxbury (Magnet 
Timber, Ltd.); S. K. Finch (Rippers, Ltd.); 
C. Jamieson Harvey (J. Thorn and Sons, 
Ltd.); C. W. T. Pochin- (Pochins (Man- 
chester), Ltd.); Tom M. Scotney (Tom M. 
Scotney, Ltd.); P. Wildey (Wm. Brown and 
Co. (Ipswich), Ltd.). 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE CLEAN AIR ACT 


By-law Amended 


(HE Ministry of Housing and Local 

Government has. issued a circular to 
local authorities (No. 27/57), calling atten- 
tion to the exemption of fireplaces speci- 
ally designed or adapted for combustion 
of liquid fuel from the provisions of Sec- 
tion {I of the Clean Air Act, 1956 (which 
relate to Smoke Control Areas). Exemption 
is conditional upon the appliances being so 
installed, maintained and operated as to 
minimise the emission of smoke. 

The Order referred to will affect the 
operation of building by-laws under section 
24 of the Act which are made in accord- 
ance with the model by-law sent to the 
Council with Circular No. 64/56. It will 
now be permissible under such by-laws to 
install in new buildings appliances of a type 
described in the present Order, i.e., fire- 
places specially designed or adapted for 
combustion of liquid fuel. 

The Minister has decided to amend the 
model by-law by substituting the word 
‘coke’ for the words ‘gas coke’ in sub- 
paragraph (c) of paragraph (1) of by-law 
106A. Local authorities are asked to make 
this amendment when adopting the model 
by-law. 

A number of local authorities have also 
requested guidance on the types of appli- 
ances for heating or cooking which are 
suitably designed for burning coke or an- 
thracite. The Minister is advised that, in 
general, appliances contained in the list of 
Recommended Domestic Solid Fuel Appli- 
ances published jointly by the Coal Utilisa- 
tion Council and the Solid Smokeless Fuels 
Federation, which is current at the time of 
application for by-law approval, would 
comply with a building by-law based on 
the model. It should be noted that this list 
covers only those appliances which have 
been submitted for official test and passed 
as capable of burning coke or anthracite 
efficiently. For that reason it may not be 
exhaustive for the purposes of the by-law. 
If application is made for approval to an 
appliance which does not appear on the 
list the local authority may think it desir- 
able to ask for evidence to support the 
claim that it satisfies the by-law. 


BUILDING FIRMS TO 
CO-OPERATE 


Pooling of Research and Plant 
Facilities 


THe Firms of John Laing and Son 
(Holdings, Limited, and Holloway Brothers 
(London), Limited, have jointly announced 
that agreement has been reached in principle 
to the acquisition by Laings of a substantial 
interest in the Holloway Company and to its 
future operation in association with the 
Laing Group. Both companies are old 
established building and civil engineering 
businesses. 

Holloways, which was founded as a 
family business in 1882, will continue to 
operate under the management of the Hollo- 
way family and the agreement now reached 
will enable the company to take advantage 
of the research, development. plant and 
other service facilities of the Laing Group. 
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RECENT BRITISH 
TRADE MARKS 


HE following particulars, which are 

extracts from the Trade Marks Journal, 

are reproduced with permission of HM 

Stationery Office. The Trade Marks Journal 

can be obtained from the Patent Office, 
annual subscription £5. 

DupaL RESISTOL: 760467. Paints, varnishes, 
lacquers, etc. Dupal, Ltd., Watling-st., Dun- 
stable, Beds, 

EXTRUDAL: B759048. Aluminium _ gutters. 
Perkins & Seward, Ltd., 11, Mill-la., Cardiff. 

FaBRICRETE: 759102. Buildings (not being 
fixed metal structures) made wholly or princi- 
pally of concrete. Harris & Son (Builders), Ltd., 
Orchard House, Barnstaple. 

_ CORECELL: 760315. Doors and building mate- 
rials none being wholly or principally of metal. 
Austins of East Ham, Ltd., 2, Abbots-rd., E6. 

_Bar-Ray: 760735. Paints,- varnishes, enamels, 
distempers, japans, lacquers, etc. Hangers Paints, 
Ltd.; Stoneterry Works, West Carr-la., Hull. 

Noperac: 760769. Odourless paint. Latham 
Brown & Co., Ltd., 326, Western-rd., Merton, 
Swl9g. 

EPOLYMIDE: 761172. Paints. Solignum, Ltd., 
12, Norfolk-st., WC2. 

CAMAGLOW: 761253. Paints. Alex. Cameron 
& Sons, Ltd., Hudson-rd., Sunderland. 

CAMOBRITE: 761254. As above. 

ACME PaviNnG: 760900. Wood paving. The 


Acme Flooring & Paving Co. (1904), Ltd., 
River-rd., Barking. 

EpirtaG: 761094. Paints, varnishes and 
enamels. Sandeman’s Varnish, Ltd., 169, 


Murano-st., Glasgow, NW. - 

EPIMIDE: 761453. Paints. Solignum, Ltd., 12, 
Norfolk-st., WC2. 

PERMAGLAS: 750930. Damp courses and roof- 
ing felt all made of flexible material having a 
glass fibre base. Permanite, Ltd., 455, Old Ford- 
rd,, 

GRANFLOR: B756094. Tiles, bricks; blocks for 
use in the construction of floors and walls; and 
slabs for use in building; none being made 
wholly or principally of common metal. Gran- 
wood Flooring Co., Ltd., Greenhill-la., Rid- 
dings, Alfreton, Derbyshire. 

SPREFFE: 761068. Fibre reinforced plaster for 
building and decoration. Napron, Ltd., 39, 
Fitzroy-sq., W1. 

ALAFLOR: 760758. Grid flooring and _ stair 
treads all of metal. Archibald Low & Sons, Ltd., 
Merkland Works, Partick, Glasgow, W1. 

CANTELUXE: 760226. Laminated plastics pre- 
pared for use in building construction. Alan 
John & Co., Ltd., 97, Park-st., London, W1. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Concrete, Ltd.’s, Scottish organisation has 
been formed into a separate company: Con- 
crete (Scotland), Ltd., in order to decentralise 
administration and give better service to custo- 
‘The directors are: G. OYLER (manag- 


mers, 
ing), T. S. Lucas, K. M. Woop, J. a 
MITCHELL, J. SwaLe, F. A. BirtLes and J. 
WILSON. 


Mr. J. B. Epwarps, technical representative 
of Expandite, Ltd., Chase-road, NW10, will be 
leaving this country on April 23 on a tour of 
Germany and will also pay a short visit to 
Belgium and Holland. During his stay he will 
visit Expandite distributors. 

Expandite, Ltd., announce that Mr. D. M. 
Price, ACIS, has been appointed secretary/ 
accountant to their subsidiary company, Ex- 
pandite (South Africa) ¢Pty), Ltd., 30, Fourth- 
street, Booysens Reserve, Johannesburg. Mr. 
Price will be leaving this country on May 2 to 
take up his appointment. 

Mr. R. YUDOLPH, sales manager of the Build- 
ing Chemicals Division of Evode, Ltd., of 
Stafford, has been appointed a sales director of 
the company. This has been announced by 
Dr. H. Simon, chairman and managing director 
of Evode. Mr. Yudolph has his headquarters 
ne London office, 1, Victoria-street, 


NEWS IN BRIEF 
Overcoming Mining Subsidence 
QNE of the biggest problems in the plan- 

ning of the proposed secondary modern 
school at Chesterton, Newcastle-under- 
Lyme, was the danger of subsidence as a 
result of mining operations in the area. In 
order to overcome this the Borough En- 
gineer, his architectural staff and the en- 
gineers of the British Reinforced Concrete 
Engineering Co., Ltd., who are supplying 
the reinforcement, collaborated in drawing 
up a plan which divided the school into a 
series of independent units at foundation 
level, the largest being 80ft. by S6ft. 8in. 
The main superstructure of the school is 
being carried out by Hills (West Bromwich) 
Ltd., and the general contractors are P. 
Bailey and Co., Ltd., of Hanford. The school 
has been designed by the Education Archi- 
tects’ section on the staff of the Borough 
Engineer and Surveyor, J. W. Tonge, BSc. 
AMICE, AMTPI. The first phase will cost 
£129,000. 


New Chairman for MFA 

Newly-elected chairman of the Metal Fix- 
ing Association, now known as the Metal 
Fixing Association for Building Insulation, 
is Mr. Laurence Gormley, of Bowaters. Mr. 
Gormley is manager of Bowaters Metal Fix- 
ing Department. His first appointment was 
in 1935 as an outside sales representative, 
first in the Midlands and later in the East 
and South-East of England. 


Nigerian Bricklayer Trainees 

Trainees on the first course held for brick- 
layers at the Government Trade Centre in 
Kano, Northern Nigeria, are due to pass out 
early in May. They will be presented with 
certificates by the Emir of Kano, Minister 
without Portfolio. 


Strike Hits Steel Output 


Steel production in March was 431,000 tons 
a week. Some 20,000 tons of output was 
lost in the last week of the month through 
the strike of engineering workers, affecting 
production in certain areas. Pig iron output 
was 227,200 tons a week—higher than in 
any previous month. Net deliveries of 
finished steel from UK producers for the 
building and constructional engineering 
industries was 296,100 tons in January and 
February of this year, compared with 
274,300 tons in January and February of 
1956. 


Welsh Water Resources 


A call for a water development policy 
and plan for Wales and the formation of a 
Welsh Water Resources Council is made in 
a memorandum just published by the Welsh 
Economic Development Council. The 
memorandum recommends that considera- 
tion should be given to the means of 


‘financing the full development of the water 


resources of Wales and that adequate water 
supplies should be made available in Wales 
by the Welsh authorities. ‘It should not 
be possible,’ states the memorandum, ‘for 
any authority, large or small, to impound 
water at the expense of the full economic 


development of Wales.’ Liverpool Cor- 
poration’s Tryweryn Valley scheme is con- 
sidered in its bearing on the Welsh 


economy, and the memorandum urges that 
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this scheme should be deferred until 

future needs of Wales have been aaa 
Copies of the memorandum (price Is e 
free) from the Welsh Economic Devee 
ment Council, 111, Cathedral-road, Cardi 





Shell Roof Construction 


The second symposium on Concrete Shel 
Roof Construction is to be held . 
Ingeniorenes Hus, Oslo, from July 14 
1957. It is being organised by the Nor. 
wegian Engineering Society in CO-Operatio 
with the Norwegian Concrete Association 
The first symposium, organised by the 
Cement and Concrete Association, was held 
in London in July, 1952. English will be 
the official language. Those intending ty 
Participate are requested to register as cath 
as possible; preferably not later than April | 
1957. Registration fee: 150 Norwegiay 
kroner. All correspondence relating to the 
forthcoming symposium should be addressei 
to: The Organising Secretary, Den Norske 
Ingenioforening, Kronprinsens gt. 17 Osla 
Norway. ea 





Limestone Location Map 


A new map published by the Ordnang 
Survey for the two government department! 
responsible for town and country planning 
—the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government and the Department of Healt 
for Scotland—provides for the :first time : 
national picture in compact form of bot 
the location and present working of lime 
stone, including chalk and dolomite. 

The map, which is accompanied by ar 
explanatory text, is the latest addition to 
the series of planning maps on the scale 
of 1/625,000, or about ten miles to the inch, 
It comprises two sheets, sheet one covering 
Scotland and Northern England as far 4 
Westmorland and North Yorkshire, and the 
other the remainder of England and Wales 
By the use of colours the map differentiate 
between the various limestones found in| 
Great Britain, and by the use of other sym 
bols and letters indicates the magnitude of! 
the output and the chief uses of the materia) 
produced by the individual quarries and 
mines. The map (price 5s. for each of two 
sheets) and text (price 9d.) are obtainabl 
from Ordnance Survey Agents. 


TRANSPORT COSTS 
BRS Rates Increase 


BRITISH ROAD SERVICES recall that when, 
the cost of fuel and of the fuel tax was in 
creased in December, 1956, a surcharge of 
74 per cent. was added to all invoices for) 
general haulage, parcels and tank haulage. 
The additional fuel tax having now been 
removed this surcharge will be cancelled.| 
Meantime charges will be raised on a basi 
2+ per cent. above the level of Decembet 
1956, in order to provide a partial cover fot | 
the increases (other than wages) already | 
incurred. The present surcharge of 7} Pe} 
cent. was removed with effect from Mondiy, | 
April 15, and the 24 per cent increase applits | 
from the same date. 
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COMPANY NEWS 


Rubber Improvement, Ltd., have declared 
an interim dividend of 30 per cent., less tax, 0”) 
the ordinary shares in respect of the financi'| 
year ending May 31, 1957. Warrants will be} 
posted April 29. 
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BRITISH STANDARDS 


Universal Decimal Classification— 
Abridged English Edition 
(BS 1000A : 1957) 


puis is a completely revised edition of 
the abridged schedules (with introduc- 
tion and alphabetical index) published by 
the British Standards Institution in 1948. It 
presents several important new features 
which should commend themselves to the 
steadily increasing number of library and 
other classifiers who depend on BS 1000A 
as the only complete English edition of the 
UDC at present available. Price £2 2s. 
(bound) and £1 15s. (unbound). ; 

The edition is bound in cloth-covered stiff 
boards, with coloured dividers (for quick 
reference) between the three main sections 
—jntroduction, tables, and alphabetical 
index. Preceding the general introduction, 
there is a new note on the Dewey DC and 
UDC explaining the resemblances and differ- 
ences between these two related systems; and 
the general introduction itself has been re- 
cast as a concise guide for the less experi- 
enced classifiers and as a simple explanation 
as possible for the uninitiated and curious. 

Equally important is the freshly compiled 
alphabetical subject index, which now runs 
to well over 20,000 entries, as against some 
2,000 in the 1948 edition. 

In both the main and auxiliary tables, 
the terminology has been extensively revised, 
and significant ‘Extensions and Corrections 
to the UDC’ authorised to date, have been 
incorporated. Though slightly extended, 
these abridged tables are still about one- 
tenth of the length of the full edition; they 
are, therefore, sufficiently detailed for 
general use whilst providing the essential 
‘background’ for specialists to use in con- 
junction with any appropriate sections of the 
full edition already published as BS 1000, 
or available in French and/or German. 


Glossary of Terms for Stone Used 
in Building (BS 2847 : 1957) 

One of a series being prepared by BSI, 

this new British Standard, price 7s. 6d., is 
arranged in three sections, as follows: 


Section One: Geological terms (with 
sub-sections on rock names, mineral 
names, general and miscellaneous terms). 

Section Two: Quarrying terms. 

Section Three: Masonry terms (tools, 
labour and finishes, handling equipment, 
fixing devices, architectural and engineer- 
ing terms, cast stone). 

Under ‘Geological terms,’ all the more 
common rock names applying to building 
stone are included, together with a selection 
of mineral and general terms used in con- 
nection with these rocks; names of products 
of individual quarries are not given. 

Terms dealing with architecture and 
engineering relate specifically to the des- 
cription of stone work; thus terms used in 
their normal dictionary sense and those to 
be found in glossaries of historical terms 
have been excluded. (Terms relating to slate 
used as a roofing or as a vertical covering 


| for walls are also excluded since they form 


declared 
ss tax, on 
- financial | 
ts will be 


part of BS 2717 ‘ Glossary of Terms Applic- 
able to Roof Coverings’ and CP 142 (1951) 
‘Slating and Tiling ’.) 

In the sub-section dealing with cast stone, 
the terms are substantially the same as 


those defined in relation to concrete in 
BS 2787 ‘Glossary of Terms for Concrete 
and Reinforced Concrete’ except that the 
wording has been modified to make it 
specifically applicable to concrete when used 
in the form of cast stone. 


The terms in each section are arranged 
alphabetically; and the standard contains an 
alphabetical index for the whole glossary. 


‘Guaranteed Minimum’ Reckoners 


ON APRIL 1, guaranteed minimum hours 
payable in the building and civil engineer- 
ing industries were increased from 32 to 36 
hours. This has necessitated the issue by the 
British Standards Institution of a new edi- 
tion of its Ready Reckoner published some 
time ago to facilitate calculation of the pro- 
portionate hours to be paid under the 
‘guaranteed minimum week’ scheme when 
the nominal pay week does not, for some 
reason, equal the normal number of work- 
ing hours. The present revision of the 
British Standard—BS 1151: Part 2—1957: 
‘Guaranteed Minimum’ Reckoners for the 
Building and Civil Engineering Contracting 
Industries—consists of four * Ready 
Reckoners "—one for the civil engineering 
industry and three for building trade 
workers, and nominal pay weeks of 414, 44 
and 46} hours are covered. 

Price 3s., it is simple to read off the num- 
ber of guaranteed hours (to the nearest 
eighth) due to be paid to an operative in 
respect of the normal working hours (to the 
nearest quarter) during which he was actu- 
ally available for that particular pay week. 
when the latter differs from the standard 
414-hour, 44-hour or 464-hour week. 


Suspended Safety Chairs (BS 2830 : 


1957 
THIS new British Standard (price 3s. 6d.) 
specifies requirements for a form of 


suspended safety chair which is an alterna- 
tive to the traditional ‘ boatswain’s chair.’ 
(It is realised, of course, that the boat- 
swain’s chair will continue to be used in 
circumstances where it is impracticable to 
use the newer counterpart specified). 

During the preparation of the standard 
—which was authorised by BSI’s Builders’ 
Plant and Equipment Industry Standards 
Committee—more than a dozen different 
designs of chair were examined. Subse- 
quently, prototypes were made up; these 
incorporated what were considered to be 
the most desirable features of each design. 

Dimensions and general design are speci- 
fied for ‘manually operated suspended 
safety chairs and equipment suitable for 
general purpose use in the building and con- 
structional engineering industries.’ Never- 
theless, the requirements are not so specific 
that they could limit the development of 
future work relating to this class of chair. 
Other requirements deal with materials, 
ropes, pulley blocks and construction. 

The standard requires that after manu- 
facture each chair shall be tested, in the 
suspended position, by the application of a 
steadily applied load of 448 lb. evenly dis- 
tributed over the seat. An appendix pro- 
vides (with illustrations) recommended 
methods of rigging the chair. A further 
appendix provides a method of tying a 
‘rolling hitch. The instructions make 
reference to five fully annotated diagrams. 
Suspended safety chairs which comply with 
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the standard are required to bear the manu- 
facturer’s identification mark and the mark 
* BS2830.’ 


Methods of Testing Smail Clear 
Specimens of Timber (BS 373 : 
1957) 


First issued in 1929, this British Standard 
has been revised to take account of the 
recent introduction in to the United King- 
dom of the 2 cm. system of testing. This 
is one of the principal systems accepted 
internationally for the testing of small clear 
specimens. It involves the use of a standard 
test-piece of 2 cm. square cross-section, in- 
stead of the original 2 in. standard with its 
larger test-piece of 2 in. square cross-section. 
The introduction of the smaller test-piece 
has necessitated modification to much of 
the existing equipment and the techniques 
now incorporated conform generally to 
those accepted internationally. 

The testing of small clear specimens of 
timber has as its main purpose the provision 
of data for the comparison of the strength 
properties of different species. Timbers 
should be tested both in the green condi- 
tion and in the seasoned condition. The 
test results may be used also to determine 
the relation between strength and such 
properties as density, to determine the effect 
on strength of various treatments, and to 
assist in the establishment of design func- 
tions for structural timbers. 

The second of the standard’s appendices 
lists 32 products and recommends the 
principal and auxiliary tests which should 
be applied when selecting timber for their 
manufacture. Pencils, for example, should 
be subjected to an indentation test and to a 
clearage test. Athletic and sporting goods 
should be subjected to each of nine tests. 
Full details of all test methods are, of 
course, specified in the body of the standard. 

The standard, which is fully illustrated, 
is issued under the authority of BSI’s 
Timber Industry Standards Committee 
(price 6s.). 


Aluminium Ally Refuse Skips 
(BS 2836 : 1957) 

LicuT skips for carrying refuse from dust- 
bins to refuse-collecting vehicles are the 
subject of this new British Standard, which 
was prepared at the request of the Local 
Authorities’ Advisory Committee of the 
British Standards Institution. (Price 2s. 6d.) 

It was recognised that a multiplicity of 
designs existed, but in the interests of 
simplification of purchasing and economy 
in manufacturing, a final selection was made 
in favour of one pattern of skip, in three 
sizes—2}, 23 and 34 cu. ft. capacity. 

Since refuse skips, by their nature, receive 
continuously heavy handling (particularly 
when they are being emptied of glutinous 
contents) the overriding aim has been to 
specify strength and durability of 
materials and construction. Nevertheless, 
due care has been given to the combination 
of the lowest practicable weight together 
with design features intended to promote 
clean filling, comfortable carrying and rapid 
and complete emptying. 

The specific items dealt with in the 
standard are: the shape and construction of 
the body, seams, rim, bottom hoop and 
handles; and the grades of aluminium alloy 
for each part. Illustrations of typical 
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bottom hoop designs and a table of dimen- 
sions, weights and capacities are also in- 
cluded. Skips complying with _ this 
standard have to be marked ‘ BS2836.’ 


Copies of these British Standards may be 
obtained from the British Standards Institu- 
tion, Sales Branch, 2, Park-street, W1. 


‘CIVIC DESIGN A 
LOST ART’ 


Sir Albert Richardson Attacks 
Modern Architecture 


PROFESSOR SIR ALBERT RICH- 

ARDSON, KCVO, FRIBA, PPRA, 
delivered a scathing attack on modern 
architecture at the annual dinner of the 
Builders’ Benevolent Institution held at 
the Dorchester Hotel on April 9. He said: 
‘Since 1860 we have lost the art of civic 
design and at the present time we are 
lacking in a national ideal of art. We 
imitate, but we are not sane enough to 
imitate the French. Instead we imitate 
the most vulgar expressions of art of 
other « quarters.’ 


Advocating that architecture should re- 
turn to pupilage, he said, “There is no 
reason why we should not return to the 
elementary principles and qualities. Burn 
all the catalogues, get rid of the synthe- 
tic materials, the rotten stone, asphalt for 
roofs and the absurd idea that architec- 
ture should resemble engineering. 


‘Everything is thin, he went on. 
‘Look at some of our schools. One I 
saw recently had thin walls, panel ceil- 
ings—the whole thing was anaemic. The 
Ministry of Education approves some 
awful plans and it would appear that the 
Minister needs some education in archi- 
tecture.’ 


On the destiny of the countryside, Pro- 
fessor Richardson said that this was in 
the hands of small district councils who 
were ‘dabbling in art without the slight- 
est idea of what art means.’ 

In conclusion, he paid tribute to the 
work being carried out by the Builders’ 
Benevolent Institution and proposed the 
continuation of its valuable services. 


President of the Institution, Mr. 
GeraLp A. Hitt, OBE, FIOB, responded 
by telling those present of the work be- 
ing done. Assistance given to ex-master 
builders, their widows or dependants in 
distress included pensions, clothing, 
Christmas presents and summer holidays. 
Each case was studied closely and help 
given according to merit. Their aim was, 
above all, to assist these people to get 
back their self-respect. 

Mer. W. Kirsy LAING, president of the 
LMBA, proposed the toast ‘The 
Guests, to which Mr. L. A. WALDEN, 
president of the NFBTE, responded. 

It was announced during the evening 
that the amount of money raised to date 
for the Appeal Fund was £1,445. 

The 109th annual meeting of the In- 
stitution was held at 47, Bedford-square, 
WCI, on February 21, at which the com- 
mittee paid tribute to the interest and 
support given by the retiring president, 
Mr. Guy G. Lawrence. 


Routine Surveys of 
Atmospheric Pollution 


A PAPER AT THE INSTITUTION 
OF CIVIL ENGINEERS 


A PAPER entitled ‘Routine Surveys of 
os Atmospheric Pollution by Dust and 
Sulphur Dioxide around Power Stations of 
the Central Electricity Authority,’ by W. D. 
Jarvis, AMInstF, and L. G. Austin, BSc, 
AMInstF, was presented to members of the 
Civil Institute of Fuel at the Institution of 
Civil Engineers, Great George-street, SW1, 
on March 27. Following are the conclusions 
contained in a report on the paper. 

The pollution surveys carried out around 
a number of modern power stations with 
high chimneys and efficient grit arresters 
have shown that the rate of dust deposition 
in the neighbourhood of the power station 
has borne no relationship to the amount of 
coal consumed and that the increases in the 
average level of dust deposition which have 
occurred when modern power stations have 
been put into operation were less than the 
casual errors observed in deposit gauge 
results. 

The effect of power station emissions on 
the average sulphur dioxide concentration 
at ground level within a two-mile radius of 
the power station has been masked by the 
many variables involved, particularly the 
influence of nearby sources of  pollu- 
tion and the changes in the background 
concentration of sulphur dioxide which have 
occurred during the periods the surveys have 
been carried out. The maximum contribu- 
tion of the power station is believed to be 
less than 0.2 mg. SO,/100 sq. cm./day, and 
it is doubtful whether the lead peroxide in- 
strument can significantly detect changes of 
this amount. For this reason other methods 
of measuring sulphur dioxide concentrations, 





SELF-SERVICE BOOKSHOP.—The re-modelled shop of W. H. Smith & Son at 
Eastbourne has been laid out as an experiment in self-service. It is a modification o 
the more common food-selling system; cash desks are placed at various points ant 
wrapping may be carried out at the same spot. The fittings are all out of the Vizusell 
range and complete flexibility permits seasonal rushes to have the most suitable layout | 
Smith’s have called this variety of self-service * Simplified Selling. 


and display. 
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using short-period determinations, would 
probably provide more reliable information 
on the changes which occur. 


WEST ESSEX ARCHITECTS 
Election of Officers 
THE West Essex CHAPTER of the Essex 
Cambridgeshire and Hertfordshire Society 
of Architects announce that the following 


officers have been elected for the year 1957 
36: 


Chairman—J. L. Barnard, ARIBA. 


Vice-Chairman — RR. W. Lightfoot, 
ARIBA. 


Hon. Secretary—A. P. Roach, ARIBA. 
S. J. Clapp, MInstRA. 
Officer—J, §. 





Hon. Treasurer 

Hon. Public Relations 
Hammond, LRIBA. 

Hon. Librarian—A, D. Brandenburg, 


Executive Committee—The above and 


C. G. Bath, FRIBA, AMTPI; F. G. Friz | 


zell, ARIBA, AMTPI, AILA; R. C. Harri- 
son, ARIBA; V. F. Russell, FRIBA. 


Hon. Auditors—A. W. V. White, R 
Partridge. 

Representatives to Society  Council— 
J. L. Barnard, R. W. Lightfoot, A. P 
Roach, S. J. Clapp, J. E. Hammond, C. G 
Bath, F. G. Frizzell, R. C. Harrison, V. F 
Russell, A. D. Brandenburg, D. W. Ald: 
red, A. E. Bishop, J. D. Clapp, D. Hakes, 
F. H. Heaven, F. Evan Jones, R. O. Foster, 
J. H. Mason, H. D. Matthew, H. Mileson, 


D. A. Penning, A. J. Power, J. C. Swallow. | 


A. W. V. White, E. H. Willison. 


Representative to Allied Societies Con- 


ference—R. C. Harrison; deputy—J. | 


Barnard. 


Representative to ABS—J. L. Barnard 








! 


The shop was designed by H. F. Bailey, LRIBA, assisted by A. E. Chaffin, LRIBA, 
Staff Architects. The shopfitters were Eustace & Partners | 
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MOVING PEOPLE FROM 
THE SLUMS 
Talk at Housing Centre 


MISS D. E. MISKIN, a member of the 
Housing Management Sub-Com- 
mittee of the Central Housing Advisory 
Committee, Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, commented on the 
report of her committee on moving 
people from the slums, at a Housing 
Centre meeting held recently. Miss 
Miskin, a member of the Society of 
Housing Managers, has been engaged 
for some time with the Swansea Borough 
Council and is shortly to take up a 
similar appointment at Canterbury. 


She said the sub-committee was set up 
by the Minister to investigate the human 
problems of moving families from slum 
dwellings into better accommodation. It 
was found that conditions had changed 
so much from the early ‘thirties, when 
previous slum clearance schemes were 
undertaken, that the information given 
in the report would be a revelation to 
those local authorities that undertook 
schemes at an earlier date. 


Two main conclusions had been arrived 
at before they began to make more 
detailed recommendations. One seemed 
almost too obvious to mention, but it 
should be emphasised and that was the 
urgent need for slum clearance. The 
second was that the opportunity should 
be provided for those people now living 
in slum clearance areas to move into 
better accommodation. Miss Miskin 
amplified this second point by pointing to 
the apparent reluctance of some slum 
area dwellers to move into unfamiliar 
surroundings and to the great help that 
housing managers and other social 
workers could give in persuading these 
people to move. 

Special Groups 

There were bound to be a number of 
owner-occupiers who had kept their 
houses in a satisfactory condition and a 
number of old people who were equally 
unwilling to move. These groups had to 
have special attention and consideration. 

Some local authorities, said Miss 
Miskin, were quite paternal in their out- 
look and knew what people really 
wanted. One such authority she had 
come across recently did not doubt at all 
that the people in its area were not 
prepared to move away from the district. 
Quite clearly the thing to do was to build 
flats in the same district. But it was quite 
difficult to get the land to do so and a 
pilot survey was made which showed that 
half of the first 120 families investigated 
had decided they were going to move 
out of the district. Many of their friends 
had moved to new estates and that was 
what they expected to do too. 


It was of the utmost importance that 
people who were to be moved to another 
district and other accommodation should 
be informed as soon as possible as to 
Where and when they were going. They 
should be given the approximate date of 
removal. With old people the time factor 
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SYSTEM AND TRADITION.—Traditional brickwork has been combined with the 
Mod-X structural system in this recently completed depot at Reading for Crittall Metal 
Windows, Ltd., Designed by W. A. Shirbon, ARIBA, Staff Architect of Mod-X Structures, 


Ltd. who also supplied and erected the frame. 


The builders were Boyd & Murley, Ltd. 


The total floor area is 10,346 sq. ft. and the contract price was in the region of £24,000 





was particularly important; they did not 
want to be hurried. 

The sub-committee had also suggested 
that a furnished flat or house, of the type 
to which these people would be moving, 
be put on view. It was difficult to look 
at a plan and obtain an idea of what the 
house or flat was really like. It would be 
much better if they were able to see 
around a specimen house or flat already 
furnished. 

Quite a lot already said by the sub- 
committee about facilities on new estates 
provided for people from slum clearance 
areas applied also to any new housing 
estate. It was always difficult to know 
what to do about shops. If these were 
made available before the estate was 
developed and became populated, the 
owners might go bankrupt, but if their 
provision was too long delayed everyone 
who came to live on the estate had made 
other shopping arrangements, or itinerant 
traders went around the estate getting the 
business before the shops could do so. 

The most controversial point made on 
this question related to how far it was 
possible to incorporate a corner shop in 
a design for a new estate. This idea had 
the advantages that it was a place where 
people could meet together and a place 
to which old people could go out to do 
their shopping, being near to where they 
lived, and it often gave a livelihood to a 
cripple or disabled person who had to 
be moved out of the slum area. The 
committee had suggested that architects 
should be ingenious in working out plans 
so that this scheme could be made pos- 
sible from a financial aspect. Both 
shopping facilities and the provision of 
telephone kiosks and laundrettes applied 
to’ people moved from slum clearance 
areas as much as to those on other 
estates. 

Speaking of the value of having 
accommodation which could be ex- 
changed between people of different 
needs and circumstances, Miss Miskin 
said the committee were very glad to 


know that the subsidy would be payable 
for a transferred tenant who had moved 
to make a vacancy for another tenant 
from a slum clearance area. They under- 
stood that this applied to privately-owned 
houses and flats as well as to those owned 
by local authorities. 

Dealing with questions, Miss Miskin 
agreed with one speaker that the type of 
shop usually built by local authorities 
on their new estates was too expensive 
for the small shopkeeper and not suitable 
to meet the needs of people moved from 
slum areas. The committee had sug- 
gested corner shops combined with a 
dwelling. This idea had been developed 
in some areas and seemed to be working 
well. 

With regard to the varying size of one- 
person dwellings erected by local authori- 
ties on these estates, she said there was 
room for all kinds of experiments. 
People varied so much in their require- 
ments. The conversion of houses was 
likely to be one solution to the problem 
of providing single-person dwellings and 
the WVS and other groups had been 
experimenting with the conversion of old 
houses as well as building new flatlets. 


EASTERN COUNTIES 
JOINT BOARD 


Periodical Report 


HE Eastern Counties Joint Consultative 
Board of Architects, Quantity Sur- 
veyors and Builders have issued a report 
presenting an account of the main activities 
of the Board for the two years ended March 
31, 1957. The present chairman is a quan- 
tity surveyor, Mr. G. F. H. Waghorn, and 
the vice-chairman an architect, Mr. P. V. 
Mauger. The hon. secretary is Mr. R. W. 
Porter, MBE, director, EFBTE. Following 
are extracts from the report :— 
Constitution of the Board—An altera- 
tion to the constitution, which since the in- 
ception of the Board in 1933 had provided 
for only two quantity surveyor members, 
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was agreed, thus enabling the Royal Insti- 
tution of Chartered Surveyors to appoint 
six further members to the Board. There 
are now eight representatives from each of 
the three bodies concerned, viz.: the RIBA, 
EFBTE, and RICS. 

Retention. Money.—The Board was 
pleased to learn that, following upon its 
submission on retention moneys, the 
National Joint Consultative Committee had 
agreed that a suggestion be put to the RIBA 
that, in the case of reputable contractors 
chosen, for example, as a result of selec- 
tive tendering, architects might consider re- 
ducing the amount of certified value 
retained substantially below the 10 per cent. 
mentioned in the Appendix to the RIBA 
Standard Form of Contract. 

Elemental Bills of Quantities —Discus- 
sions have taken place on the introduction 
of elemental bills of quantities, the views 
having been expressed that greater work 
was involved in their preparation and that 
they were proving longer and more trouble- 
some to price. Sufficient experience had 
not yet accumulated to enable the Board to 
say whether the advantages claimed for this 
innovation offset these disadvantages. 

Re-tendering.—The Board reviewed cases 
reported to them where, on re-tendering 
being adopted, ‘the original prices had be- 
come known, giving new tenderers an un- 
fair advantage. The Board considered that 
the building owner had always the right to 
seek other prices if he were not satisfied 
with the lowest tender originally received. 
He could, alternatively, negotiate with that 
tenderer in order to bring the price down. 
It was considered essential that the original 
tender figure should be kept secret if re- 
tendering were contemplated, and that if 
this course were followed the original plan 
and specification should be amended, per- 
haps by reference to PCs or provisional 
sums, with an opportunity for the original 
tenderer to submit a further price on the 
second invitation. 

Economies in Materials—The Board 
considered examples of buildings designed 
in such a way as to cause a considerable 
wastage of material owing to the dimen- 
sions of the buildings not corresponding to 
the standard dimensions of various 
materials. The Board decided to draw atten- 
tion to the appreciable economies which 
could be effected by designing buildings to 
use standard trade dimensions, so avoiding 
unnecessary cutting to waste. 

Joint Education—The Board gave 
further consideration to the possibility of 
exchange training arrangements between 
building and architectural ‘students as en- 
visaged in the Eastern Federation’s Student- 
ship Scheme. It was noted that these pro- 
posals had not yet found general accept- 
ance, but the Board felt that they were of 
value. 

The Board reaffirmed its support for the 
residential course run by the Eastern 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
for Management Students, in which students 
from the professions could participate. 
Since the Federation would be -holding 
another similar course in 1958, it was de- 
cided that practising architects and quan- 
tity surveyors in the region should be cir- 
culated with full information, in the hope 
that the course would be equally composed 
of building, architectural and surveying 
students. 


TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Salisbury Cathedral Close : 
Minister’s Ban On Development 


PPPHE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has dismissed an appeal 
of the Dean and Chapter of Salisbury 
Cathedral against Wiltshire County’ Coun- 
cil’s refusal to permit residential develop- 
ment on land within the Cathedral Close. 

The appellants had said at the inquiry, 
held at Salisbury on December 4, that the 
proposed development would contribute 
about £200 a year to the Chapter’s income, 
which is overspent annually by approxi- 
mately £2,000. They said they were fully 
aware of their responsibility for preserving 
the beauty and character of the Close and 
that only the best contemporary design 
would be used in building. Each succeed- 
ing generation had built within the Close, 
and they maintained that a contribution of 
twentieth-century domestic architecture 
should be included. The council, on the 
other hand, thought that the erection of the 
proposed dwellings could not fail to affect 
adversely the atmosphere of the Close. 

The Minister dismissed the appeal be- 
cause ‘in his opinion the proposed develop- 
ment would not be sufficiently in character 
with its surroundings and would detract 
from the amenities of the Close by reduc- 
ing its area and indeed adding a potential 
source of noise and disturbance to the 
cathedral precincts.’ 

Creation of ‘ Isolated Pocket of 
Development’ Refused by 
Minister 

HE creation of ‘an isolated pocket of 
development’ detached from the main 
residential areas of the town of Dronfield, 
near Sheffield, by traffic routes, was the 
ground of the refusal of the original appli- 
cation by Dr. G. O. Greer for planning per- 
mission to develop two-and-a-half acres of 
land at Dronfield. The land adjoins the doc- 
tor’s house in Stubley-lane. 

It was announced on April 3 that the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
had rejected an appeal and stated in his 
decision that he agreed with the grounds of 
the refusal and felt that the proposed hous- 
ing site would be a further encroachment 


into open country between Dronfield and 
Sheffield. 


Appeal Allowed Against 

Worcestershire County Council 

HE Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government has decided to allow an 
appeal heard at a local inquiry recently by 
Mr. T. Cooper, against the refusal of the 
Worcestershire County Council to permit 
the residential development of land between 
Whittingham-road and Cherry Orchard- 
avenue, Hawne, on the Furnace Park Estate, 
Halesowen. 

The development proposed is for some 
10 acres of land on which about 100 houses 
could be built by the appellant. Mr. Cooper. 
(QTC Estates) and the Minister have laid 
down that the layout of the site-and the 
design and external appearance of the 
houses must be agreed with the local 
authority. 
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At the appeal Mr. C. S. Harrison, Ares 
Planning Officer for the County Council Said 
that private building in the Borough’ bag 
proceeded far in excess of what had beep 
envisaged by the planning committee When 
the county development plan was Produced 
and soon there would not be enough land 
to meet the needs of the natural increas 
in population of local people, for most o 
the houses on these privately developed 
estates would be let to people from Outside 
the Borough. 


In this case the local authority supporte; 
the appellant against the County Coungij 
claiming that it was wrong to prevent the 
immediate development of the site, for it 
was the only estate where the proposals g; 
out in the programme map of the develop. 
ment plan had been enforced. 

The site had been provided with roads ang 
sewers by the appellant in advance of 
development and Mr. F. BLENNERHASSETT, 
for the appellants, contended that the 
County Council had in January, 1955, antic- 
pated almost immediate development of the 





land. Yet they had decided when the plan; ' 


for the development had been submitted for 
approval to reject them on the ground that 
the development was premature. 


EASTERN FEDERATION 
Labour Force and Credit 
Restrictions 


IN A REVIEW of the labour force of 
member firms as at November 1, 1956, it 
became evident that the credit squeeze was 
affecting quite seriously the counties of 
Norfolk and Suffolk, 
employed by federated firms over the pre- 
ceding 12 months being 10 per cent, and 
5 per cent. respectively, states the Easter 
Federation of Building Trades Employers. 

A further review as at April 1 last shows 
that this trend in Norfolk and Suffolk con- 
tinues, the labour force having dropped 
further although not so much as had been 
feared last November. In counties relatively 
unaffected some five months ago (e.g., Beds, 
Herts and Essex) there is now evidence of 
some slackening in the demand for building 
work and building labour. 


The returns show the following position: 
Operatives employed 


at at at 
1.4.56 1.11.56 1.4.57 
percent. percent. percent 
Bedfordshire 100 104.6 98.9 
Cambridgeshire 100 107.8 118.8 
Isle of Ely 100 95 96.4 
Essex 100 99.7 975 
Herts 100 102.7 98.9 
Hunts 100 103 102 
Norfolk 100 91.1 88.7 
Peterborough 100 101.9 95 
Suffolk 100 92.3 90.7 
Figures for & 
whole region 100 97 95.7 


Standard Wage Rates 


The National Joint Industrial Cound 
announce that the standard inclusive wag 
rates in the electrical contracting industt) 
as from April 29, 1957, are: — Journeymen 
Electricians: Grade ‘A’ Area, 5s.; Metsty 
District, 4s. 10d. Grade ‘B’ Areas, 4s. 7% 
(Hourly inclusive rates.) Adult Males 
London, 4s. 13d.; Mersey District, 4s. 0i¢ 
All areas of England, Wales and Northem 
Ireland, other than London and Mets); 
3s. 93d. (Hourly inclusive rates.) 


the drop in men} 
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BUILDERS’ PLANS TO 
DEVELOP ESTATE 


‘Iniquitous ’’ Treatment by 
Council Alleged 


LDRIDGE (Staffordshire) Urban Dis- 
< trict Council were accused of ‘ most 
iniquitous’ treatment and of leading a 
firm of building contractors ‘up the garden 
path’ over plans to develop an estate, at a 
public inquiry, ordered by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, at the 
Council House recently. 

‘When you look at the correspondence 
and the whole history of this matter it 
makes you wonder what would happen if 
their attitude were taken by a private indi- 
vidual, said Mr. GILBERT GRIFFITHS. 

He was appearing for the firm, Messrs. 
H. J. Egginson, Ltd., who were appealing 
against the council’s refusal to permit the 
building of 83 houses and the extension of 
roads at the Sycamore Farm Estate, Great 
Barr. 

The council had disapproved the applica- 
tion to develop the land on the grounds 
that the site is in an area required for the 
erection of houses to accommodate over- 
spill population from the West Midlands. 

Mr. Griffiths told the Inspector (Mr. J. D. 
Hossack) that development of the estate, 
which was partly in West Bromwich and 
partly in Aldridge, was commenced in 1952. 
Land in West Bromwich was in the final 
stages of development and 160 houses had 
been built there for sale at £1,850 each. 

Correspondence and meeting with offi- 
cials of the West Bromwich corporation 
and the Aldridge urban district council 
over the four years had led the firm to be- 
lieve that there was no objection to them 
carrying on the development on the Ald- 
ridge side of the estate. 

‘But, said Mr. Griffiths, ‘suddenly the 
Aldridge urban district council turned 
round and said, oh, we are not going to 
let you complete the development on this 
land in our area, we want it for the purpose 
of housing the Birmingham _ overspill 
population. In my submission that is a 
most iniquitous and unfair attitude for any 
authority to take, and I should like to know 
what the public would think about it.’ 


Heavy Expenses 

Mr. Griffiths pointed out that Messrs. 
Egginson were only a small firm, and they 
had already gone to considerable expense 
Preparing the site with roads, sewers and 
building a pump house that had cost nearly 
£6,000. They had gone to considerable 
expense with the scheme so far and were 
Just about breaking even. Difficulties had 
been overcome and on the second vart of 
the scheme the firm might be expected to 
make the profit they had anticipated when 
they took the risk of beginning development 
of the estate. 

‘When they put in the application to 
start on the land in Aldridge, what hap- 
Pens?’ Mr. Griffiths asked. ‘In step the 
urban district council and the Staffordshire 
County Council planning authority who say 
they want the land for themselves. 

‘The architect looking after the job for 
the firm has written to the local authority. 
met them, talked to them over a period of 


four years and is led up the garden path 
to believe that everything is all right. Then 
he has to tell the firm that they cannot 
have the land after all. I don’t know where 
we shal! get to if that sort of thing is going 
to happen in the country.’ 

Mr. FRANK BERNARD BARNSLEY, a SUI- 
veyor, who was responsible to the firm for 
the development of the estate, claimed that 
following the correspondence and meetings 
with the councils involved it was reasonable 
for the firm to believe that Aldridge Coun- 
cil knew what was going on. 

He added: ‘Surveyors are expected to 
advise clients in matters of purchase and 
development of land, and it is essential that 
we should first consult the proper authority 
before passing an opinion. This has been 
done, and if the council’s decision is up- 
held in these circumstances it will be 
obvious in view of what has transpired that 
any views expressed by local authorities in 
future are not to be zelied upon.’ 


The Council’s Case 

For the council, the Deputy Clerk, Mr. 
JOHN INCH, said he felt Mr. Barnsley had 
been a bit presumptuous, and should have 
put in an application two years earlier in- 
stead of leaving it until the last moment. 
“If this estate is developed privately,’ he 
went on, ‘it will be extremely difficult to 
find alternative land, and we should not be 
able to fulfil our overspill agreement with- 
out encroaching upon the green belt. 

‘The case for the appellant appears to be 
that all along the line he has been led to 
believe that the planning committee of the 
council agreed to the proposals and permis- 
sion would be granted. The authority’s 
answer to that is that consultations which 
took place were no more than normal in 
order that adequate provision could be 
made for roads and sewage disposal. Chaos 
would be inevitable if they did not take 
place.’ 

Mr. ARTHUR NORMAN BAUMBER, of 2, 
Sycamore-road, Great Barr, objected to the 
development of the estate for overspill on 
behalf of 92 residents of the Sycamore 
Farm Estate. He told the Inspector that 
they had been led to believe that the estate 
was to ba developed privately, and had 
they known that it was intended to build 
counci! houses there they would have had 
second thoughts about buying the houses. 

Summing up, Mr. GRIFFITHS said in 
future when Mr. Barnsley was dealing with 
local authorities he would take great care 
to get everything signed, sealed and de- 
livered before leaving the office. * This is a 
monstrous case of bureaucracy, and I don't 
know what would have happened if it had 
been heard in a law court,’ he declared. 

‘I think this trouble has come from the 
Staffordshire County Council sub-committee 
and the Birmingham corporation, the latter 
only being concerned as to what it can do 
with overspill population. They don’t 
mind who goes under, and my clients are 
the unfortunate people who have been 
chosen to go under. 

‘Although he did not apply as early as 
he should have done for planning permis- 
sion, the whole set-up was such that any- 
one of us practising as architects would 
have thought there would have been no 
difficulty.’ 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 
Pigeons Fouling a Building 


Q.—We should be glad to know whether 
you could refer us to any literature descrtb- 
ing methods used to overcome the nuisance 
of pigeons on buildings. At our premises 
we have experienced considerable trouble 
with them, even to the extent of having to 
renew completely a roof over a porch due 
to the constant blocking of the rain water 
outlet by the pigeon droppings, and apart 
from such expense, the disfigurement to the 
building is so difficult to overcome. 

A. G. W. 

A.—The Ministry of Works have kindly 
made the following suggestions: ‘We can 
give you some general information about 
the efforts of this Ministry to cope with 
birds in Trafalgar-square, but we are com- 
pelled to admit that on the whole they have 
caused amusement rather than achieved 
results. Recently it was decided that the 
Ministry would not continue with its 
experiments in devices to disperse roosting 
birds from buildings, particularly those in 
the vicinity of Trafalgar-square; though it 
will keep in touch with developments by 
other bodies. Short of destroying the birds 
—an action which would be condemned by 
public opinion, not only that of tourists 
who think of starlings and pigeons as 
typical denizens of the Square—we have not 
succeeded in hitting on any method of con- 
trol which is at the same time effective, 
permanent, and cheap. 

‘Your correspondent asks specifically 
about pigeons; our experiments have been 
mostly with starlings, but most of the prin- 
ciples and conclusions will apply. 

‘We tried a repellent solution spread on 
the ledges of buildings. Birds coming in 
contact with this substance found it un- 
pleasant and did not roost. But the RSPCA 
objected to the use of the solution as it 
fouled the wings of some birds; and a 
further drawback was the discovery that in 
warm weather it was apt to stain the stone- 
work. 

‘The Daily Telegraph of October 29, 
1954, records the progress of an experiment 
with the tape-recording of the cry of distress 
of a captive starling. This did drive the 
birds away temporarily but could not be 
claimed to have any long-term success. The 
same applies to fireworks, klaxons, rattles, 
and other noise-making devices. 

‘Last autumn we tried an intermittent 
whistle transmitted at about nine kilocycles 
and aimed by directional loudspeaker at the 
regular roosting places. Again the birds 
were driven away for a time; but it was felt 
that to achieve any lasting effect over an 
extensive area we should have to place 
several loudspeakers many nights in succes- 
sion.” 





‘Your New Home’ 

Under this title, Sir Lindsay Parkinson & 
Co., Ltd., 6, Lambeth-road, St. George’s 
Circus, London, SE1, in their capacity as 
speculative builders, have issued a booklet 
designed to help those who are contemplat- 
ing house purchase. Specially written by 
Peter Drew, the booklet condenses the com- 
plications of house purchase into 4,000 
words. A useful feature is a table which 
shows at a glance the sale prices of houses 
appropriate to various salaries together 
with the amount of capital required. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





has been specially compiled 
It is the mtention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 


HE information given on these pages 
for The Builder and is copyright. 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 


circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 


materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 
AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, 
St. Pancras. 


Average of/ prices for 
Holborn and 


£ sd. 

Pit Ballast sa ag ie sim .-. per yd. L 7 3 
Pit Sand “en Sed as ner re Baie ; 1; 4 5 
Washed Sand ... s ae’ Mas 
: in. Shingle _.. fist sie se, = oes a L <3 
3 in. Broken Brick _ sf ce one bid ‘ 1 0 6 
Pan Breeze are eee ve Saw 6 10 9 
e Foamed Slag Aggregate . per ton 3 5 0 





ine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 
CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 


6-ton loads and upwards, site oe . per ton + 4 6 

1 to 6 tons, site “ $. 5 16 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 

wards to site : ; an 5415 0 

lto6tons do. site 6 7 0 
sAquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 


ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 

ordinary cement prices. 
Red. Butt or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots nie a 8 1 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 298s. Od. to 688s. Od. me ton. 
White Portland Cement on a ~ = is. 5 0 
we 1 ton per cwt. 15 10 

7 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 


pete upwards per ton 617 0 
Super Centcnt (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 

Portland "Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 8s. Od. to £14 3s. Od. 

(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 

Ous cement, 6-ton lots and up fa 1415 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway. Depot, 

London = 617 6 
Moler Mortar Powder aid "Flue Bricks (London 

sites) . we ane . per cwt. ii} 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks aaa bas cu . per 1,000 12.17 0 
Second Hard Stocks ... ass sae ane sia a 11 16 O 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... soe sae sae % 9 1 6 
Mild Stocks... ne 8 16 6 


All loaded tree into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fleiton Bricks to sites in ~— 


District Commons ... ‘ a 518 0 

Cellular do. ‘ae ae vos sea a “5 5418 0 

Keyed do. aoe ass ise Bee — a 6 0 0 

Rustics see Ses oe wis _ am 7 10 6 

Cellular Rustics _ si ais ate wis A 710 0 

Single Bullnose Commons — 63% ses . 7 42 4 

Sandfaced ... = ats es ae ‘5 8 10 O 

Tuscans.... = ee aes oe wae 9 5 0 

Saxons ‘ vs een Bie ial ee Ee 913 0 

Golden Buffs. Bue = as “we = “ 10 0 O 

Dapple Light ses - 10 7 6 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) or a 28 15 6 

,, Bullnose (London Stations) ae Se ie 29 9 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . ose - ie 25 19 0 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) cee Ses me 10 14 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites)... on 917 0 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London ‘sites) pels < 718 6 
24in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks een 

Stations) : ss 28 3 3 
3 in. do. “(London Stations) .. ne sia 5 33:16 3 
24 in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) ae aS 37 10 O 
3} in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London sites) ee is 8 6 
23 = Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 

sites) me iS 13 6 
23 in. Hand- made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 

sites) . of is: 13 6 





ae 
25 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings ' 
London sites) acs (Per £000 1G 876 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 

shire district (London sites) Said 18 19 9 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi- Colour Facings. 

Berkshire district (London sites) isa 18 19 9 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London. sites) ee 42 17 6 
23 in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) rs 13 16 6 
23in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) 1S 6 0 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), “White. _Wory, ‘Brown— 

Stretchers ‘ : 5 “ 64 0 0 

Headers : eee ie s 63 0 0 

Quoins, Bullnose and 44 in. Flats | ae ne 80 0 0 

Double Stretchers ... OS ce. +h jae % 85 0 0 

Double Headers Pe Wee “en cae Se a 7710 0 

One side and two ends es dae oie ee ee 87 0 0 

Two sides and one end 89 10 0 

Splays and Squints an 83 0 9 

Cream and Buff £3 extra over ‘White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 25 °% for Best quality and 
plus 25° less 10°¢ for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) 
HoLLtow CLay Partition BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads 
*2 in. 140 yds. be . per yd.sup. 4 § 
a?) 3h 140 yds. wes eke 3 4 8 
"3 in, G cavity) 120 yds. ale a 25 
BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) eae 110 yds. sp ba 
*4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. eck 0 


ae aa 6 
6 in. (83 in. 5§ in.) 1,250 blocks : . per 1,000 26 18 0 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 


CLINKER CONCRETE 


2 in. ne as ar 100 yds. . per yd. sup. 3 9 
pb. Se és eae 85 yds. ee ie a 44 
3 in. ss see ae 75 yds. Pe i ne 53 
4 in. ase re Re 55 yds. ais ous ne 6 5 
CRANHAM 
2 in. PAR als Pi aoe ae ee se s 6 9 
i Tt ere soe a eae ‘as woe ae a tS 
3 in. ves vas oP ae pan le ave ss 8 9 
4 in. nes ee oe ree ie 10 9 
41 in. Load bearing quality eat , ae Il 10 
MOLER PARTITION "BLocKs| 
2 in. és sats os 150 yds. ee Sis 2 16 0 
2$ in. re san 120 yds. ae See a 16 6 
3 in. axe nae os 100 yds. aes ws a 17 0 
4 in. 90 yds. va i9 9 


LIGHTWEIGHT Concrete BUILDING AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIOUi 


SouRcES OF MANUFACTURE 
2 in. ror ee eee 100 yds. ane Br. oA 5 10 
2$ in. a 80 yds. oe ix bd 7 0 
eT ee sis ue 65 yds. Ha tie a 8 2 
ao aes ass 50 yds. Ae ae os 9 8 
4} in. are : 44 yds. wae se Ag 10 4 
6 in. oa Ss ne 33 yds. a ae ms 13 10} 
“THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION BLOCKS 
2 in. : 144 yds. fee 71 
THERMALITE- YTONG LOADBEARING INSULATING ‘BLOcKs 
Suns b S¥6 ee aR 120 yds. 7 : a 8 6 
4 in. si ae vr 90 yds. oa ae af Il | 
Ste, 20 ae se 72 yds. ‘i ees a 13 10 
Gin  -ws * - 60 yds. ee Bee = 16 1 
8$ in. oe 42 yds. ss ) a3 
FLoor BLOCKS AND FILLER Ties 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full : 

lorry-loads : .. per 1,000 34 | 0 
4 in. do; ... bs As re ae ‘en zs 36 10 0 
5 in. G0: sa. exe Ae eae eae rae me 43 15 0 
6 in. GO. x: ie as ee 33; me os 49 19 0 
Tin. do: 4: bes oe ae oo ae ‘ 61 8 0 
8 in. do 71:19 0 


12” x 3” » £"Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1.000 multiples 42 15 
12” x 4” » }- do do. 73:15 0 
STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Revised Standa! 
List (Nov., 1956) prices delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot or Manufacturers Works 


Over 100 pieces — Under 109 pies 

} Over 2 tons Under 2 tons Under 2 fon 

Best Quality - + 83% +15% 
BSS Best do. ... 410% “14% 410% os "33% +10% +13% | 

Tested Quality = ate WY +374 24.83 7 +374 %+1 
BSS Tested do. +474%—-14% +474%.- + 83% 47§ %tN3h 
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STONE! 


3 in. Lan 
4in. 
6 in. 
9 in. 


DAMP ¢ 


Hessian b: 
cut to v 
delivere 

Asbestos | 

Lead lined 

18 in. X s 

I4in. X $ 

Jin. x § 

18in. x 4 

14 in. X 4 

Jin. x 4 


STONE 


Bath Ston 
Monks 
St. Aldt 

Deliv 
B.R 

Doulting § 

Beer Stone 

Portland § 
Brown ‘ 

delive 
South 

Yorkshire 
Delivere 

9 in. X 

stooled | 

12 in. x 6 

}2 in. x : 

12 in. 

14 in. > x e 

4h in. x 9 

3 in. sawn 
Templat 

thick, 
Do. 
bricks 

Hard York 


TILES A 


Delivered 
Machine-n 
Lincolns 
Hand-mad 
Hand-mad 
Hand-mad 
Machine-n 
Hand-mad 
Machine-n 
Concrete t 
d 


0. 
Notre.—Br 


SLATES 


First-quali 
paid in 


16x 8 
Note.—Br 


TIMBER 


Softwood- 
Joinery « 
Carcassi 
1 in. To 

Hardwood 
Mahoga 

do. 
Oak 

do. 

do. 
Teak 
Walnut 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued 
D . 
3 in. Land | Drain nips Go 1 12 in. length 7 7. on OORS (in Lots I-11) 
4 in. - a : ... per 1,000 11 5 6 ys ya area. 
6 in. a5 ass d wae ‘a 14 16 6 in orizontal P . £ea ¢&@ 
Ga Us 4c. ee “ ee. yee > ee ss 30 14 0 2 ft. Oin. x 6 fein. rites lemon 
re ces pe ia : -—. 3 2 fe 3 in. i 6 ft > aga ees dea «ee =each ! 12 o 
in. X + — ove eee = : 
<aa DAMP COURSE vin 2d 9,im: % 6M Gin eae 114 0 
Hessian base bitumen 7 lb. F in. do. but top nore. 2 en. 116 6 
819 9 aul widtie in eh aggh gh goth 24 ft. rolls 2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 4 5, " Pattern 4 x Gin deal 
“ delivered London area value and over 4 2 in. A 91 ne x 6 ft. 6i i <3 ” 9 0 
19 0 Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per } see .. peryd.sup. 3 9 anel, top panel open. P. ; ” ll 6 
12.17 6 Lead lined bitumen ditto per ys 0. do. do. es 3 6 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 attern 2 x G in deal 
18 in. X 9 in. British damp course slat — * 12 6 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. é a in ae, 22.9 
1316 6 1in. x 9 in. do. a oe 1,000 43 8 11 SUN er Ee 23 6 
9 in. x 9in. do. do. = ooo * 2 § 2 DRIES 
5 6 0 : In. : it in. do. do. oss asa ” : 18 9 eg ome area. 
in. X 44 in. do. : as = » 919 9 in. Wood Wool Sla : eee 
400 din. X 4t in. ¢ do. ae wes : is 18 3 pee x lr Slabs, 6 ft. O in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
‘ 0. do. : ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) 
3 0 0 ose eee ” 10 14 3 3 in. do. (67 yds. to 1t tee .-. per yd. 5 8 
woe STON 2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 — ose ea ts 74 
“4 0 0 E 2bin. do. (45 yds. to 1 = Ps Se & 8 11s 
10 0 Bath Stone— 3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) “ese 10 3 
i 0 0 Monks Park Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per 4 in. of ‘thi k > il 54 
és 19 0 St. _Alheim ice as eee eee . per ft. cube 8 1h } in. imported insulation Board, quantities Poa ness. ok 
elivered in r ¢ ” : 
Ok Westen en trucks at South Lambeth 9 1k | din. Hardboard do. ee t.2 2 6 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks is In aon eee eee hee Z 1 6 
sae 8 Delivered coaden ee on : 11 = — Flat Building $ Sheets — pei . per yd. sup : 3 $ 
one— ci . a 5 oe a % 
—_ bi re in random blocks, 20 ft. avera ° — Felt, 5 _ = _ see Wa ys 4 10 
elivere in rail : Sy - age a eee aad “a 
: Souther i trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. Best — Glue in ‘dike a a8 ee “ pebee. 3 ; at 
orkshire Stone—Bl eee P 8 pearl see oe “a cwt. 
Samasad te cee lue Robin Hood Quality. o 5 Seale See i = on eee sae 5 ; 0 
in. x 3 in. Rubb ails 3m. (i-ton lots)... 0 ete tee . 2 6 0 
45 stooled cills ed, weathered, throated and Wir ce 1 4 oF and up (1 ei lots) . are oo RO p 10 0 
48 12in. x 6 in. aa. per ft. cube 3.17 9 ire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) see S08 fo ss 0 0 
5 oO. eee acs 
oe 0 Ge tte Wee ieoted zh § do. ° 4in. and up (4-cwt. lots). vaca 8 
Lx 3 TR ° ” : baa: ” 
<%  peigiel tong a and _ throated coping “s 317 : METALS 
, 4hin. x 91 : > 
6 10 2 in. Plinth, rubb ” Zu § Steet Joists. 
6 18 0 3 in. sawn two sides Siabs, nie op ant face... ss 2 6 3 ~~ Joists— cdi 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in. ai anaiGiice per ft. sup. 8 3 "2 < Sin., Sin. x Sin., 8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6 in. 
= edges — for rendered brickwork ae a je elindlany — cut to lengths « delivered 
3 ’ icilacranihe 0. fair one edge for fair faced i P 8 3 _—- for sizes 7 < ... perton 48 2 6 
i Hard York— +r eee ees na ad 11 3 in. X I}in. 4in. x 123i 
53 12in. x 2in " 6 3in. x 3i wi 3 IM. woe eee ave 3 10 
2in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed > oe 4 my mee oe ose ms 3 e 
6 5 on : 3 in. Round-nosed id Steps, ‘bbe on op 2 per ft. run 10 0 a = x ays ues aed eee eee eee 3 2 10 0 
ront in. X 44 in. we cas x a. 
ed anc Rowcey Pavin So aba #5 a tee 5 
eo 4 2in. ‘jas P. > edo g, given sizes... per ft. su Sin. x 4$ in. 7 in. 3 : ese ” oF <G 
H 1 aving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sn 3 3 3 > x oa 24 ae ° 3 a alieaciiiieianiilin 15 0 
I) in. X 4$in. Tin. x aor 200 
| TILES AND PANTILES an hae ae cranes! 150 
16 0 | Delivered London area b : r= in, X 9 In. Win e Pi ._ tee da 
area by road ’ . Jin. X 7 in. “saptag te ae was ; 
16 6 Machine-made Pantiles and eu os OF ONT nee 1,000 (aa Shin 7 2 8 in. 12 in. x 8in. 1 0 0 
i9 ) gratin district pattern Tiles from Sin. x Sin. 15 i be Hebe fy 
§ and-made Pantiles B “ss ves ape 29 19 Gis Sin: 1) in. 5 in. 16 in. x 6i 
VARIOUS Hand-made Double nse send lis a os 55 ig 0 18 os x : im, i neg ties 18 in. x < Tin. | pf - 0 0 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshir ; di district... wes 2 > O Steel angles ave 20 in. x 6} in. 20 in. x Thi in. in.J 
5 10 Machine-made 104 x 63 Staffordshire pred see Me 15 9 O Steel tees ent — - Sie 50 5 
; 0 raw -made Hip and Valley tiles per — a eee 419 Fabricated work dalneened Lond fe = - 315 ; 
achine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. eis «ee ith 3 R.S. Joists cut and fitted on— 
; 3 Concrete tiles 10 x 64 te oe aa 1 8 re tted ... fs . 
“ x f = 8 0 ompound girders oe Ke on ” 65 12 6 
10 : et _ interlocking (49S) : ee tee 8 5 6 Stanchions see poe sas 2 7115 0 
es sialic purchasers’ responsibility. ‘id ail agg stanchions ci tee oe eee oe Ti 2 6 
n Roof Work—Trusses sash este see “ae ee 81 10 0 
Vi SLATES Pe ger gener not for awkward work. a 7 9415 0 
7" ‘ gle cleats and § in., = in. 4 x i ‘ 
8 6 First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc : price London area .. ~ rig ievinanmelineaia 
te paid in full truck loads to London R: madoc, carriage ” : ae ons .-. percwt. aa 66 
310 | 1,000 actual. ate Station. Per Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete sag chil gree Bars 
16 7 on ks - to BSS785 ex L ars British manufacture 
139 oh i ee ee 143. 15 10 upwards. aula ialiatbiacaaeasoe 
| IR ell es A sa “405 r 4 9 —_ ay ae gee eee he Wee ” ~ ee 
50 x 10 eee ass ae os he 2 99 a ae a — . » extra 8 12 0 
410 - Si an a "oa te 9 a a, 612 0 
C2 a arr Stag $f He we sae 
5 0 16 x oe eee wee eee ee eco - mre ; eee a 2 
rete ex ea ee. ee 3117 0 Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List oo 
1 8 0 on “a 51 17 0 Galvanised Tube— gs. st prices and following discounts = 
‘ Breakage in transit, waa 40 11 9 unts = 
119 @ purchasers’ responsibility. z Under 1 ton Over 1 ton WL Eitti Malleable 
215 0 Class A + 141Y + 94 Licht ittings Fittings 
315 0 | TIMBER Class B | 96 2 x 4 % ight + 36%  Malleable List 
Softwood i Class C 4+ 443% + 3937 Heavy + 433% —25% +40% 
oa lack— z ++ i 
f Joiner a 
tandard yquality ... Class A — gto - 
Stan Carcassing a ae Ex Wharf per standard £115 to £140 Class B HS ate We 134% Light + 223% ¥ mane List 
s Works OS ohana and Grooved Flooring = a rity se Class C + 194° + 144° Heavy + 304? 
00 pies: — ' ” 0 ous ° 
9 tons ahogany—African S.E. — .I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
£ tons | aa as olga do. per ft. cube 110 0 Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
y+ 15% ~ European do. 4 ” 3 5 6 wie 
%+15%s | = Japanese do. do. * 2 5 0 3 in. oe Gutters Nozzles Ends. 
; 2 4+15% Teak English Logs sawn do. ” 210 0 34 in. an: be aes 3/104 3/5 1/- 
Fs 8 in. average S.E. ane ” 117 6 4 in. i a ae 4/24 3/9 1/- 
alnut African Logs sawn ny ” 317 6 4} in. iis ok a= << 3/58 4/3 1/6 
OS 150 | Sin ee S49 1/9 
aaa eke eae 6/8 5/1 2k 
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; PAINT AN 
METALS—continued PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. ne 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS Delivered in London area. pets Diste 
Gutters Nozzle Bn s M.O.H. Washable Di 
3 in. a ee ee ee 4/6 2 All per doz. din. Zin. Lim. 14 in. fin, 2j, | Gloss Paint 
3% in 3/7 4G lg Screwdown bib cocks neuen as Snowcem cer 
Oe? age? came Sg! Oe ae ee 1/9 head for iron - _87/- 128/8 
4% in. ine sins ats a a co | 1S 5/5 2/1 Toilet bib cocks for iron «» =109/- 158/5 Ground Whi 
5 in. . = if oe bee 7/3 6/2 2/4 Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- a 9176 | = Genuine Whi 
eueeiaes piietneerneres Hi 1 24 a Gna deem 
P - . ouble nut boiler screws eee /6 Lin 
3 in: yd. in 6-ft. lengths gS — Branches Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/— 193/6 312/5 568/ 8 Ti0 5 cae” qua 
24 soe se se oe coe oes oar i - Plumbers’ union brass lead to Raw Linseed 
Sat S11 fle Honk ase nee wwe :19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165. | Boiled Linse 
3 4 eee eee eee eee eee eee 10/7 3/- 10/7 1} in. i in. ‘> 3 in. 3h in. 4in, 
34 is ae on se ese soe « 8/5 12/7 Caps and screws a ee  33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 1353 Turpentine s 
8 aha cn ’ vp Brass sleeves... eee 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 95 — 

. ATED Sot Pipes 14 x 6lb. 1} x 6 1b. 2 x 71b. 3 x 7hh io Si 
3 eo vee 04 a? A alg Lead P. trap with brass clowning i . 
ee ee ee 1/1k 8/10 «13/- eos ax = nog az7 ae Paste Powde 
iar aes le Solder ee a White Linin} 
4 in. -_ : nae ws JAZ 12/3 17/11 Plumbers’... cea ee» 1 cwt. lots 351/- 14 Ib. lots per Ib. 3 6 

Above prices oe eaten: rain- oven and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots Tinmen’s_... eee eee 3% » 421/— » ~ al VARNISH 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 174% Blow pipe... sea ce » 95 430/- Pe ey 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton ‘lots 24 per cent. Delivered L« 

L.C.C. CoaTED DRAIN PIPES CopPpER TUBES AND SHEETS Oak bane 
In 9-fts. Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 283d. per Ib. plus gauge af 
. cwt. qt. re per yd. Bends Branches and manufacturing extras as follows. Minumum quantities, 3 cwt, pe os 
mam | = * Se ee ee ee Extra : | Eaphel Fl 
Anamainss RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 3 in. X 19 gauge ane 14 Total per Ib. 42$ approx per ft. lit a — 
All less 173 per cent. discount. a ye sae iii r - x > » wee 108 ae ” rr » ” 24 agen Gold 
3 In. 3 in. > In. X ” eee ” » 2 ” ” a 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths .. peryd. 4/3 4/64 5/6 7/34 Ijin. x 18 ,, ee 10} _ » «388 99 29} ao E 
Shoes... $54 — .- each 2/9 3/- 3/7 4/10 I}in. xX 18, coe 104 7 9» 388 - * 35¢ | Berlin Black 
Single Branches __... * cc 4/4 5/1 6/1 8/6 2 AT, 11g 40; sy 9 56} | Terebene 
Bends square or obtuse... 9 3/- 3/4 4/4 |i Rolled Copper sheets u up , to 48 in. wide, basic price Knotting (1 
Swan Necks — PIOfe +> op Py ri 7 $3 plus gauge and manufacturing extras... .... perton £277 5 0 French and 
” ” ee ” / / 
ASBESTOS OG. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS ; ‘ ZINC GLASS 
seeiiaiaiic lengths ina oy ast — Gat Sheet pies i. gauge a oad 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. : : 0 
be : 13! / do. gauge ve ” ; : 
ws gg ee .. each - He nes “yr do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) - el oe $53 pag ae 
a. bai Bre ae ” 3/3 ah pad ed Brass TUBES = ae 
Union Clips ial i _ . 1/7 1/11 2/4 2/8 Brass tubes basic onand plus wane and rinermael 4 S202.» 
ing extras... Ae es perilb. 1 1h} } in. Rolled 
ASBESTOS sit ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTING % mn. and 4 


s 
Sin. <44in. 4)in. 5 
‘Gutters 6 ft. ages per yd. 2/10 3/44 3/54 * 








/1 5/8 
Drop ends oo. ©6@ach 2/4 2/9 3/- /4 4/10 LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Stopends... eee ” =—it 1j- 1/1 1/2 1/4 Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in Lona | 
Angles eee ren Gis 2/8 3/- 3/4 3/7 4/10 or Home Counties. 
Nozzles... we 5s 2/4 2/9 3/- 3/4 4/10 £sd 
‘Union Clips ... oes 0» 1/2 1/3 1/4 1/6 2/3 Lead Sheet, English, 3} Ib. substance and upwards per ton 150 15 0 
‘ Per ton basis Lead Water Pipe in coils a is 153 0 0 
in London Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over ‘2 in. to 4 in. dia. ... ss 154 10 0 
£ s. d. over 4 in. dia. : ee i 156 10 0 
Iron—Staffordshire icing Merchant —— ine icc “S07 16 Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe | eos ‘ 154 10 0 
Mild Steel Bars oo 4 > . : Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
‘Mild Steel Hoops ae ee sig ad ae "a eee’ 5 cwt. and under 1 ton a aie ae +. per cwt. 20 
eo | a” tee 40 
a lcwt. do. 3cwt. ; ae ie 6 0 
Soft Sheets C.R. and Cu iia . sa Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. ‘priced ‘specially. AS 
20 gauge aie ols a: Ps, 7 ., $8 26 Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
24 gauge wae ae Te aS ae i a, ie 6 weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
26 gauge a . ae Ass .. 6312 6 extra according to current trade schedule. 
a Allowance for Old Lead, collected £103 10s. Od. per Town. 
— sanimaaien sheet 6 ft. to 9 ft. a ak ton weighed at buyer’s works. Pn 
24 gauge ee pis a on as wea <i oo ere ... 
' venn 
Ps 0 ee ci oleae a Ae 7512 0 | PLASTER, etc. | Aninedon , 
ee an — ccrington 
aaa — eae . . na be. a RE Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over ae on Site per ton § 23% Aatanene 
24 gauge pe gee Ce eee | eek dk) do. White do. _ 8 il 9 Afan Valley 
26 gauge ae ot a ies 5 i csi ORT 7220 Siripite Coarse do. do. meat Use 8 43 prone sy . 
do. Fine . , . do. a fi : - ; Saaae tn 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads sae ace ote ‘a F Alnwick UI 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS Hydrated Lime (Grey) do. = ne cea im 5 17 6 Altrincham 
(Base prices) £; eid. do. (White) do. ie eas wee a 6 50 — Amble ..... 
Sheet BS 1470 S1C 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... .. per Ib. 2 103 Lump Lime (Grey) do. ae ve eve 55 ae —— . 
Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... ,, 2 8 do. (White) do. - mr a 514 6 | Pen adh 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) me 2 SE White Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads... as 11 11.9 kate 
Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads ass = 11 6 6 Anglesey, Is 
wide) 2 7 Granite Chips in 6-ton loads an ve 210 6 Ardingly 
Coiled strip for flashing 99. 7% purity 22 SWG (12 in. Hair... percwt. 417 6 Arundel ; 
wide) . a 3 0 ee Plaster Lath or Base Board di in. thick 600 yO 
Corrugated sheet ‘BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Circular yds. and over in one beammeanes Delivered site ... peryd. 24 ilteeees' 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SWG per sheet 1 12 0 1,200 yds. ... Fa 243 Ashby-de-la 
-_ ted -"s BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Industrial Do. Insulating do. “pin. thick 600 yds. ‘and over Ashby Wou 
e 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20SWG . se 117 11 in one delivery. Delivered site ... Pe 3 : | Ashford (Ke 
Com ated. sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 1,200 yds. - 21 Ashford (M 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20SWG . 1a 2 Guba’ Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to ; jae 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C simple moulding | per Ib. 2 8} 12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 inte and over in one 7 7 | Ashton. ae 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C 1 in. diam. round ... ,, 2 6 Delivered site ; Re 2 é : tria an 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEI WP simple angle “ieee 2 114 1,200 yds. ... pa 2 | Atherstone | 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. touad ¥ 2 103 Do. innuisting do. in. thick 600 yds. ‘and over ; | -Attleboroug 
“Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1} in. O/D x 20 SWG mn 4 34 in one delivery. Deliveredsite ... en ; 24 Axminster” 
Tubing BS 1471 HTIOWP 13 in. O/D x SWG ee age 5 64 1,200 yds. ... eka re A ve eae va 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
Delivered, London area i 2 Per ft. ~— 
Ceiling Distemper ag ce " ae a - >» d. in. Figured Roiled S Ss. a. 
a Washable Distemper oe 5 ; 6 White Group | m ies OREO pane 
} in. 2 in, Gloss Paint. ose we per gar 2 12 : do. Group 2. ee = ess 10% 
Snowcem cement paini (in 1 cwt. drums) ... . perewt. 3°11 7 ~ Standard Tints ... a ss a Pe aad ae. 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS | cn —— Tints... ne Ai : , 
ais Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs wee 4 In. ——— Hammerstripe, ‘Reeded, Reedlyte and . 
) 16 91N56 Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. ‘lots in 1 gal = — ha momen Cine 3 
3/6 1389/6 Genuine Red Lead, Dry, | cwt. ke ga tins per gal. XY 06 4 in. Wired Cast - ce. “aa aee 1 3k 
vm 936 | Genuine Linseed Oi! Putty, 1 cwt. ins per cwt. ? 9 9 } in. Georgian Wired Cast... - ‘a pi pie . 2 
4/10 — Size XD quality 28 1b. Re neat 2 17 0 Sathiin: Cilees Mineke.~ see a4 1 54 
0/6 Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra wee sie _ be .* P.B.2 5S} x 53 x 3} in Each 
m + Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ~ Se a 3 P.B.3 a... 2. < == 3 3 
is sos “ P.B.32 73 x Th) g in. ose eee eee eee a 
8/10 155) SUNDRIES ie dda “ - awa 
4/10 91/5 aie“ ae’ i pF > —— extra ... ase 5 7k —— Corner Blocks to match * slit = 
oO gal.) do. do.... s . 
3x 7h soliguem, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior A aie = 4 115 P.B.3 ns Es : bs <6 eee 6 0 7 
246) pana - gal. baggie ace aaa eas eee ‘s 8 ‘ P_B32 c ot eee sad pas eco 7 6 
id l ackets) ee %3 “ 1 tee aa pat 7 6 ‘ 
318)- Paste Powder (1 Pp ewe aaa owe Per lb. > 0 4 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. 
ee White Lining Paper ... eve oe se we. per piece 1 1 In plates not exceeding SG. Quality— Per ft. ~— 
rib. 3 6 ” ” - 5 ft. su i oe —e 1 
. a4 VARNISHES, etc i 2 ; 43 fc — eee ene ace 49 
» 43 f F ' 100 ft. a x hia 57 
- ” t. SUD. eee 6 0 
Delivered London area 4 in. Polished Plate, extra size: oe 
= aes oo? or Inside... eos per gal 2 0 0 iia or 160 in. one way - 96 in. See ge 
bina ak Pale Copa “i - ee eee ° —Not exceeding 135 fi y 
- = Had Drying Oak a” tei - - aaa mF 2 0 0 both — t. sup. or 250 in. one sites or 135 in. 
rystal Paper Varnish do pee . ange 3 ot exceeding 180 ft. : see 9 0 
d Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ee: oe ea 4 : 8 0 Not canadian 200 ft. pa or -— =< +s see 12 1 
» Finest Carriage Varnish a ie es oe be : 6 0 Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices o pli ae 7 2 
{| Front Door Varnish ... 9... owe ine = 7 & Substances other than $ in. P n application. 
16 | Japan Gold Size xe So oe ” 2 4 Q in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
hime. 6hU6UtlUc SUS tt CUR. ig Pe snes pe ese 
bE Beesewick Black =... ce, caste aee ” e following prices apply te min 
PH = Black... ae eee eee on oa ” ; i 2 pattern delivered by the dh thonnapnge elt gs sashes aneen 
erebene oa $ ri 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free ee eee ” 117 0 Description of Minimum Per a. su 
77 $00 French and Brush Polish ee). 5 ae aes eee ” 2 8 0 18 oz. ‘sheet O. a quantity  ¥ 
eee eee eco 2 2 0 24 oz. z eee coe eee ooo eee aoe 
an ; eee eee eco — --- 2,000 ag 
8 9 0 GLASS 32 oz. ? - eee eee eee eee eee 2,000 
8 6 6 1 in. Rolled Plate _— eee eee eco see 2,000 1 
8 5 3 Delivered London area per ft. super tin. Figured Rolled and C St <-, 1 8 
athedral § . 
18 oz Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality- Cut Sizes S. ‘i we White pol cee cneanaeene spon o 
2602 .. ; a = ” ” P jrou 1/000 
‘| ae eae | ee ne im 
+} iin. Rolled Plate ss i " " ] #; in. and 4 in. Rolled PI 1,000 11 
% mn. and 4 in. Rough Cast ... ra a - ‘ 10; +i in. Wired Cast, Saneguand... Rough Cast 2.000 ak@ 
2} 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast bas xs sae 2,000 : 3 
1 London } 
£66 
015 0 
300 
410 0 : Ree ees e : 
‘7 The Builder eee ; pe ee ad 
. CURRENT RAT ES OF WAGES 
40 
6 0 
AS FROM FEBRUARY . : 
4, 1957. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
Town. Grade. KEY 
Aberavon .......000eeeeeee A TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. . 
ADECETC .0.....ccsseesonsconsees A Grade Classificati ca Grade. 
Abergavenny ... say Craf ‘ ‘ lon. A Al Bridgnorth MB Al 
Abingdon ....... a raitsmen ... ap wea 4/44 4/4 Rridancctl) MD. rv 
5 23 nen ae a Labourers ... ei jong 3/10 3/94 —_ * ears ele 
stone .. 2 rierfield zi 
Zi. Afan Valley ae Town Brighouse MI a 
. 43 Aldeburgh .......... <7 Aylesbur — — Grade. Town. Grade. Brighton& Hove .... <4 
Bes Aldershot District . A Y cccvecccccccceseesees Al Bedlington ... 2 Bristol District 
14 6 Alfreton UD . a ‘4 UNG MMI wo occa sesavedscsecaesees Al Bedlingtonshire UD ......... Blackpool -.seseeseerseereeees A Broadstairs een . 
417 6 Alnwick UD °....... ne RRRORG 6 incccaccesctacnscceacans A Blandford _ = oA Bromsgrove UD  .... —. 
50 Ammen sssssesessesesserses A | Bagshot __.... ar | Beeston, & Stapieford UDA | Blaydon a | Poe A 
Se ene A | Bagshot assssesenneseeAL | Belpet UD srvncenteeenten A | Blidworth 2 | oo anol 
14 6 | Amersham | --Al | Banbury. Ai | Seabed eo | ae .| —_— -— 
E * «chal 0 EO gaping mis Sie 7 S A Bodmi seeeeeeececeseeccereeees A 
11 9 | Ammanford MUN xéscanecdcetiavecs eohan Berringto i UN seeesece 1 Bungay ........ 
66 oa ooh Barnard Castle UD ey” Berwick aan = peas Regis 1 Burnham-on-Crouch — “Al 
Angl arnoldswick UD ‘oldon UD A ' 
10 6 Ardingly’ Isle of : Barnsley CB _ Beverley tg A Bolsover UD = Burahen-on-Ges Al 
17 6 es Barnstaple... ; kines A Bolton .... : urMley  ose-ereees A 
= Barrow Foes: owe | Bidelord “AL Boston Mis. 41 A 
24 bbcae hb arrow-upon-Soar R Bieguewed . ourne End ... A Bury St. Edmunc 
3 4 | Ashbourne UD """""" (part Thrussington) Billericay ; “. | Brackley MB _ | ie 7 
a illing .. A Bracknell .. yfleet . Al 
“A by-on-the-Wolds Al) Bilthoeps youd : Bradford Ci ‘A 
2 It Aabdoed 0 (Middlesex) Basingstoke |. ......00000+ Al ee MB ..... A ee “— p 2 avnnesomtan sitteasesseeesere. Al 
ington UD... A | Birchington. ‘AL | Brandon & Byshoites UD" por 9 lt 
971 Seeewsligisas re po ns coll < oe Of.......-,Al Camberley District .........Al 
2 a | ints ond ecoton he Sakon Aachen i ae “ County of ... Al eo ee oe , 
B Attis tone RD A Bishop’s Stortford ............ A Seemmwoed NEESER, ~ Cannock UD .. aonngall 
33 0 aoe — Bishops Castle MB.........Al | Bridgend s | ae AL 
ee _ eee Bridlinston MB... isn ALGUE ..2+ssereereeeeceeseesseres 
3 4 vA BERCROUIIRS | crccseceasesasncosascdl Bridlington * ewe —— es ‘County of Al 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 
























































































































































































































Town. Grade. Town. Town. Town. Grade. Town, 
RSI IRD soi ssvcsscascmsoe A Felixstowe Lewes Pembrokeshire (e: t Mil S = 
Carmarthen—Borough of...Al Filey UD .... Lichfi id MB ee a eae nee pease ond 
r= ] : ley I ichfie ford Haven) ... ae Swadlincote UD 
“armarthenshire,Cnty of tAI Fleetwood Lincoln CB . ae Penmaenmawr Swaffham a A 
pe i tadeieekncneehenceseeee A Flint MB .... Liskeard ...... “ Penrith UD .., ae Swanage District 

astleford UD we Folkestone Littleh .) é = 
Caterham ix Frint ampton . Penzance ...... Al Swansea .......... 
Chapel-en-le-Erith en Fr eee oe Liverpool ..... Peterborough, Soke of (East- Swindon Districe 
— ve WD asincscsncesesaneceneee PABNOUONO ...0sccoscvsceveaesien ern Regional 7. ~iel Swinton UD . 
Chard csssnee Al pe Lianelly (incl. Llanelly RD) “s Petersfield ....... Al i 

army Down | ; 3ainsborough UD. A Llanfairfechan .............-. Pickering Al Tamworth MB 
Chatham District ce Gateshead CB ....... a Llangollen ...... Al Plymouth ia Taunton 7 
eT re Al Gillingham (Dorset) Al London ...... nee Pontefract MB. G/N Tavisto Speers i 
Cheadle (Staffs) RD A Gillingham (Kent)........ am Long Eaton “a [+ Pontypool & District ...."7a | Tenterde 
ee ioeeuseeann A Glastonbury & Street Al | eae .Al Pontypridd District “A Talenanouth ; 
Cheltenham S A Giomen. ; Loughborough | MB non Porthcawl A Tewkesbury .., : 
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*For Birkenhead , Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 6d.; Labourers, 3s. 114d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: Craftsmen, 4s. 544.5 
Labourers, 3s. 11d. +Plus 2d. per working day. ¢This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 
Women’s Rates.—lIn all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for ¢ hou 
craft processes, 3s. 2d. per hour, g women engaged in craft processes is 3s, 6d. per hour. 


Women engaged on work other thao 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 752. 
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THE BUILDER 


A Hydrophobic Cement 
FLY DRACRETE, a hydrophobic cement, 
now supplied by The Cement Market- 
ing Co., Ltd., has been developed for use 
in conditions which would be unfavourable 
for the storage of normally packed ordinary 
Portland cement, and also for use on sites 
where consignments cannot be fully used 
during storage periods reasonable for 
ordinary Portland cement. It complies fully 
with all the physical requirements of BS12: 
1947 for ordinary Portland cement. As 
would be expected, it imparts its water- 
repellent properties to concrete made with 
it and this may be of value in certain 
structural applications. Owing to its water- 
repellent nature ‘*Hydracrete’ requires 
slightly more thorough mixing than ordinary 
Portland cement if the full benefits of 
normally strong and water-repellent con- 
crete are to be obtained. 


Portable;Gas Fire 

The ‘Director’ portable gas fire by Bratt 
‘Colbran, Ltd., Lancelot-road, Wembley, 
Middlesex, has a heat output of 6,000 
BThU/hr., size is 14 in. high, 103 in. wide 





The * Director’ portable gas 
fire, by Bratt Colbran, Ltd. 


and 95 in. deep; weight, 54 Ib. If accident- 
ally overturned the flame is reduced to pilot 
light size, thereby reducing fire hazard. 
When put upright again the fire automati- 
cally lights up again. 
Escalator Installation 

In the new extension at A. W. Gamage, 
Ltd., Holborn, London, J. and E. Hall, Ltd., 
Dartford Ironworks, Dartford, Kent, have 
installed one of their 40 ‘U’ type escalators 


a conveying customers from ground to 
Urst floor. This 40 in. wide escalator, 





carrying two persons on each step, is capable 
of conveying 7,000 persons per hour and 
travels at a rate of 90 feet per minute. It 
has a finish of natural satin finished 
aluminium alloy mouldings with inner panels 
of soft glow corinth pink matt ‘ Formica,’ 
and standard type steps with aluminium 
treads and stainless steel facing plates to the 
risers. 
Shingle Stain 

Small quantities of ‘Cabots Creosote 
Shingle Stain’ have been imported from 
the USA by Ronuk, Ltd., Portslade. Sussex. 
They are in the following shades:—Medium 
Moss Green, Tile Red, Silver Grey, Pump- 
kin Yellow, Dark Blue and_ colourless 
creosote, 


TRADE NEWS 


List of Recommended Heating 
Appliances 

HE List of Recommended Domestic Solid 

Fuel Appliances published by the Coal 
Utilisation Council and the Solid Smokeless 
Fuels Federation, will in future be issued 
annually instead of twice-yearly. The 
current list, No. 14, was issued at the end of 
March. Two supplements to List No, 14 will 
be issued, one in June and a main supple- 
ment, which will be cumulative, in Sep- 
tember. Local authorities will receive the 
September supplement from the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government, and can 
obtain copies of the June supplement as well 
by direct application to either the Coal 
Utilisation Council, or the Solid Smokeless 
Fuels Federation. Architects also are 
invited to apply to either organisation for a 
copy of the list and of both supplements. 


STEEL FLOORING.—Ori- 
ginating in USA some twenty 
years ago, Robertson Q-floor 
construction is now manufac- 
tured in this country. The 
system consists of a_ Steel 
cellular unit designed to be 
covered with concrete and 
finish to form a_ structural 
slab. It is made in three 
profiles to suit varying spans, 
the maximum being 19 ft. 
with a loading of 70 lb./sq. ft. 
Full use may be made of the 
characteristics of this product, 
ducting may be fixed to the 
surface of the steel sections 
and wiring can be carried 
through the cellular portions 
to emerge where desired. Key 
to the illustration:—1._ the 
cellular steel Q-floor unit; 
2. structural concrete topping; 
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Economy with Automatic 
Techniques 
An extension of the use of automatic 
devices at the Bedfont, Middlesex, factory 


of the Modular Concrete Co., Ltd., has 
increased production per man-hour by 10 
per cent. 


Tractors to Pakistan 

The £900.000 tractor order received by 
Vickers-Armstrongs from the Government 
of Pakistan, was for 49 Vickers Vigor 
tractors and 92 large scrapers, with spares. 
Most of the equipment will be used first in 
flood control work. 
New Premises 

The new home of Priestman Brothers, 
Ltd., London, is now completed at Brentford 
on the Great West-road. It embodies sales 
office, parts store. service depot and the 
first excavator showroom in Great Britain. 
The telephone number is Ealing 6717. 
Office Move 

The Semtex office in the West End of 
London has moved from 123, Pall Mall, to 
Alfred Goslett and Co., Ltd., 127, 
Charing Cross-road, WCl, _ telephone: 
Gerrard 7890. 


c/o 


Change of Address 

Due to the continuing expansion of the 
company’s sales organisation, the North 
Eastern Area sales office of Midland Sili- 


cones, Ltd., has moved from its former 
address to 5/7, New York-road, Leeds, 2. 
Telephone: Leeds 26768. Telegrams: Mid- 


silicon, Leeds. 
R. Nattrass. 


The area sales manager is 


New Information Service 

A loose-leaf manual containing a series 
of technical data-sheets forming a useful 
text-book on the use of concrete additives, 
roof waterproofing pastes, protective paints, 
mastics, building adhesives and similar pro- 
ducts has been published by Evode, Ltd., of 
Stafford, for the use of architects, builders 
and contractors. 





3. bonding anchor; 4. header duct; 5. header duct junction unit; 6. tray, covering junction 


unit, containing floor finish; 


7. rising connector between header duct and distribution 


board; 8. lighting, power or telephone floor-pedestal outlet; 9. blanking-off disc over header 
opening; 10. floor finish; and 11. suspended ceiling. From Robertson Thain, Ltd., Ellesmere 


Port, Wirral, Cheshire. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Gilligan Bros., Ltd. (579774.) Regd. March 
4. Grosvenor-bldgs., 15a, Steelhouse-la., 
Birmingham, 4. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £10,000. 
Dir.: M. Gilligan. 

Pandora Developments, Ltd. (579785.) 
Regd. March 11. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub.: 
(ik - Hoffman, 32, Vivian-way, Finchley, N2 
clk.). 

R. & O. Developments, Ltd. (579870.) Regd. 
March 12. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub.: K., 
Richardson, 134, Crompton-rd., Handsworth, 
Birmingham. 

Massey & Quinn, Ltd. (579816.) Regd. 
March 12. 87, Grove-la., Timperley, Ches. 
To undertake the erection, construction, decora- 
tion and demolition of bldgs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5,000. Dir.: K. Massey. 

W. Griffiths & Co., Ltd. (579921.) Regd. 
March 13. 367a, Footscray-rd., Eltham, SE9 


Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: W. A. 
Philpot. 

Grange Road Development Co., Ltd. 
(579924.) Regd. March 13. 3, Queen-sq., Clock 
Tower, Brighton. Nom. cap.: £500. Bldrs. 
Sub.: R. Dixon. 


R. Hewitson & Son, Ltd. (579929.) Regd. 
March 13. 1, Arundel-way, off Bent-la., Ley- 
land, nr. Preston. Blidrs. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dir. : R. Hewitson. 

Bilsby, Ltd. (579949.) Regd. March 
Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
51, Caversham-av., N13. 

Granary Developments, Ltd. (579960.) Regd. 
March 14. 350, London-rd., Westcliff-on-Sea. 
Nom, cap.: £1,000. Dir.: Mrs. M. A. Green. 

H. L. Hopgood & Son, Ltd. (579964.) Regd. 
March 14. 40, Lion-rd., Bexleyheath, Kent. 
Bidrs. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: H. L. Hop- 
good. 

Weelsby Building Co., Ltd. (579992.) Regd. 
March 14. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: R. A. 
Rudd, White Lodge, 104, Weelsby-rd., Grimsby. 


Williams & Smith (Builders), Ltd. (579996.) 
Regd. March 14. 19, Claybrook-st., Birming- 
ham, 5. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: R. E. 
Rotton. 

G. Allen & Co., Ltd. (580006.) Regd. March 
14. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £7,500. Sub.: C. G. 
Walton (solr.) and G. T. Plinderleath (clk.), 
35/7, King-st., Luton. 

Ashley & Jenkins, Ltd. (580019.) Regd. 
March 15. Lynchford-rd., Farnborough, Hants. 
Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Permt. dir.: C. W. 
Ashley. 

G. M. Rees (Hendy), Ltd. (580108.) Regd. 
March 15, Gloucester Hse., Hendy, Pontardu- 
a Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £8,000. Dir.: G. M 

ees. 


14. 
Sub.: G. A. Crook, 


S. J. Hicks & Sons, Ltd. 
March 18. 
Bldrs., etc. 
Hicks. 


W. J. Marshall & Sons, Ltd. (580180.) Regd. 
March 18. Bldrs. 356 Hertford-rd., Edmonton, 
N9. Nom. cap.: £2,500. Dir.: W. J. Marshall. 

A. H. Finnis & Son, Ltd. (580214.) Regd. 
March 19. Market Hse, Hart-st., Maidstone, 
Kent. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: A. H. 
Finnis. 

Parkinson Lucas & Co., Ltd. (580246.) Regd. 
March 19. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Sub.: 
C. S. Lucas, 36 St. Clements Mnsns., SW6. 

Taylors (Ancoats), Ltd. (580259.) Regd. 
March 19. Northern Assurance Bldgs., Albert- 
sq., Manchester, 2, Bldrs. and contrs. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: J. G. Taylor. 

C. D. Revers & Son, Ltd. (580287.) Regd. 
March 19. 23 Bayley-la., Coventry. Bldrs. 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: C. D. Revers. 

B. A. Ricketts & Sons, Ltd. (580332.) Regd. 
March 20. Curzon-rd., Boscombe, Bourne- 
mouth. Bldrs., contrs. Nom. cap.: £7,000. 
Dir.: B. A. Ricketts. 

Acton Builders, Ltd. (580375.) Regd. March 
20. Midland Bank Chmbrs., Wrexham. Bldrs. 
and contrs. Nom. cap.: £4,000. Permt. dir.: 
R. W. Jones. 

C. W. Crowder, Ltd. (580395.) Regd. March 
; 8 West Green-rd., Tottenham, N15. 


(580173.) Regd. 
60 Charlwood-rd., Putney, SW15. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: S. J. 
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Bldg. contr. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: C. W. 
Crowder. 

A. F. Burling, Ltd. (580297.) Regd. March 
20. Porters Holme, High-st., Over, Cambs. 
Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £7,500. Dir.: A. F. Burling. 

Leyham Builders, Ltd. (580338.) Regd. 
March 20. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub.: J. S. Camp, 
239 Holland-rd., Clacton-on-Sea (clk.). 

W. M. Heselden & Sons, Ltd. (580436.) 
Regd. March 21. 7 Copthorne-rd., Felbridge, 
Surrey. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £400. Dir.: F. M. 
Heselden. 

F. A. Cox, Ltd. (580445.) Regd. March 21. 


1 and 2 College-yard, Worcester. Bldrs. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: F. A. Cox. 
J. W. Howard (Builders), Ltd. — (580492.) 


Regd. March 22. 22a Rawlinson-rd., Southport. 
Nom. cap.: £2,500. Dir.: J. W. Howard. 


W. H. Herries, Ltd. (580639.) Regd. March 


25. 383, Foxhill-rd., Carlton, Nottingham. 
Bldrs., contrs. Nom. cap.: £20,000.  Dir.: 
W. H. Herries. 

Oakwood (Builders), Ltd. (580501.) Regd. 
March 22. 46, Church-ave., Beckenham, Kent. 
Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: Frances M. 
Clemence. 


P. Bass & Son, Ltd. (580505.) Regd. March 
22. Cliffsea Works, 6, Cliffsea-gro., Leigh-on- 
Sea. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £500.  Dir.: 
Alice A. Bass. 

Calligaro Sala, Ltd. (580528.) Regd. March 
22. Bentley-lane., Meanwood, Leeds, 6. Bldrs. 
Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: M. M. Calligaro. 

Cramb & Dean (Hatfield), Ltd. (580531.) 
Regd. March 22. Birchwood Industrial Estate, 


Hatfield. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 
H. A. Cramb. 
McDermott Construction Co., Ltd. (580545.) 


Regd. March 22. 24, Stanlake Villas, Shepherds 
Bush, W12. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £4,000. Permt. 
dir.: E. McDermott. 

E. & A. McCarthy & Co., Ltd. (580600.) 
Regd. March 25. 197, Burnt Ash Hill, SE12. 


Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: E. T. McCarthy. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


From Our Own Correspondents 


AUST RALIA.—Steady progress has been 
made throughout the past year with the pro. 
gramme of construction by Public Author. 
ties of eight major dams, and many sy}. 
sidiary schemes for the extension of water 
distribution pipelines; channels and reticyl. 
tion works are also in the course of cop. 
struction. Annual expenditure on thes 
works has steadily increased from £27m, jp 
1953-54 and £34m. in 1954-55, to £36m, in 
1955-56, and much work remains to be done 
before all these works will be completed, | 
. .- Construction work has proceeded on the 
£30m. Warragamba concrete dam to im. 
pound 460,000 million gallons of water to 
augment the water supplies to Sydney. .,, 
Latest news from the Snowy Mountains pro- | 
ject is that remarkable progress has been 
made with the excavation of the 14-mile 
Eucumbene-Tumut diversion tunnel and 
with the huge earth- and rock-filled dam at’ 
Adaminaby. This structure will create a 
water reservoir of 3}m. acre feet capacity 
for electric power generation and irrigation 
purposes. Tenders have now been received | 
for the electrical equipment for the 
280,000 kW. T2 Underground Power Sta 
tion, and the programme of work provides 
for the award of further civil engineering) 
contracts early in 1957. . . . The large con-| 
struction programme of steam generating | 
stations totalling about £60m. is progressing 

The development plan now adopted for 
the Morwell Power and Fuel project in the 
brown coalfield of the Latrobe Valley in’ 
South-East Victoria gives priority to the pro- | 
duction of electrical power over briquette 
manufacture and provides for the genera 
tion of 133,000 kW. by 1963, and briquette 
production of 14m. tons per annum....A 
major project is in hand to provide an all- 
weather Inner Harbour at Port Kembla by 
dredging the Tom Thumb Lagoon to 2 
depth of 32 ft. Pile driving is also in pro 
gress on four additional general cargo berths 
for the Outer Harbour. The jetty will be 
1,200 ft. long and 100 ft. wide with a flush’ 
reinforced concrete deck and full road and 
rail access, . . . Many other projects for the 
improvement and extension of deep wale! 
harbours by excavation and dredging 
coupled with the provision of modern cargo 
handling facilities, are being carried out 0 
most of the chief ports. . . . Several airpor 
runways have been lengthened and strength-) 
ened and improvements are being made to 
airport buildings. . . . A major programme 
of exploration by Mt. Isa Mines, Ltd., has 
indicated the presence of much minerdl 
wealth and a £20m. expansion project his 
been announced. A copper refinery to cos 
£3m. is to be erected in Townsville by a sub 
sidiary company—Copper Refineries, Ltt; 
This plant is expected to commence oper | 
tions in about two years’ time with an init 
annual capacity of 30,000 tons of blister 
copper. In order to facilitate and serve these 
mining developments, it will be necessary 
improve communications with the nearts| 
port on the coast and consideration 1s -) 
being given to a major development of the 
railway system between Mt. Isa and Towas 
ville, and to the extension of port facilities. 








INDIA.—The Government have decided P 


to set up under the Indian Companies Ach 
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4 National Construction Corporation for 
the execution of River Valley projects. The 
nominal capital of the corporation will be 
£1,500,000 which will be subscribed by the 
Central Government and the participating 
states. The Ministry of Irrigation and 
Power has agreed that the corporation 
should undertake the construction of the 


Chambal Project canals as its first assign-. 


ment. The Government has for some time 
had under consideration the setting up of 
a second shipyard. In view of Britain’s 
traditional connections with shipping in 
India this project was thought to be par- 
ticularly appropriate for UK assistance (it 
is known that. West Germany is also 
interested) and it was suggested to Mr. 
Reddy, Minister for Production, when he 
visited London last November, that a small 
mission might visit India under the 
Colombo Plan to prepare a_ preliminary 
project report. Steps are now being taken 
in the UK to select the appropriate per- 
sonnel for the mission. The Indian Govern- 
ment and the Rajasthan Government are 
considering a scheme for setting up an 
electrolytic copper refinery near Khetri in 
the Jhunjunu district of Rajasthan. Lead- 
ing members of a World Bank mission are 
now in India studying the country’s projects 
for developing railways and ports during 
the Second Five Year Plan period. During 
this period India intends to spend 760 
million Rs on development of her major 
ports. The principal schemes proposed for 
Bombay are development of the Princess 
and Victoria Docks, dredging of main 
harbour channel due to accumulation of 
silt over a long period. The township of 
Gandidham will also be developed. Addi- 
tional wharves and berths are planned for 
the port of Cochin. 


JOHORE.—Malayan Enterprises, Ltd., a 
newly-formed company, is to mine iron near 
the town of Kota Tinggi, in Johore. The 
government has granted mining rights for 
108 acres, said a director of the company, 
which has just started clearing the jungle, 
surveying a road, and building a jetty. Mr. 
0. P. Hazlitt, consulting engineer, is stated 
to have said that there are about 3m. tons 
of ore in the area. The firm will use modern 
machinery. The contract for opening the 
mine has gone to Mr. Pee Hock Chiam, of 
Kiant Huat Construction in Kota Tinggi. 
Ore will be sold to the Fuji Steel Company 
in Japan. 

LEBANON.—It is reported that the 
‘Moretti’ motor works of Turin are to 
erect an assembly plant in Beirut which is 
expected to begin functioning by the begin- 
ning of next year. According to the 
Lebanese Press the Ministry of Finance is 
considering a project for the production of 
liquid gas in the Lebanon. From the same 
source it is noted that a representative of 
the American company ‘Parsons White- 
morris ” has arrived in Beirut to study the 
Possibility of forming a Lebano-American 
company for the construction and operation 
of a paper mill. The Ministry of Public 
Works has been voted a credit of £Leb.6m. 
for the expropriation of lands on which 
tis intended to build groups of workmen’s 
dwellings, The Ministry of Finance. 
according to reports, is studying a project 
- the construction of a group of build- 
ngs to house Government Departments. 
he Council of Ministers has submitted to 


parliament a draft law providing for a 


credit of £Leb.5m. for the enlargement of 
Tripoli airport. Five companies (UK, Ger- 
man, Swiss, American and Italian) have 
tendered for the new broadcasting station. 
Due to an alleged technica] error in the 
procedure of submission of tenders, the 
German offer was the only one accepted 
for consideration. The remaining com- 
panies have protested and, it is believed a 
fresh call for tenders will shortly be made. 
A law was promulgated recently providing 
for the opening of a credit of £Leb.9,747,800 
for the expansion and improvement of 
the airports at Beirut and Kleiate. This 
credit is destined principally for the 
extension of runways and the purchase of 
modern telecommunication equipment. A 
Commission has been appointed to prepare 
plans and specifications, award adjudica- 
tions and control the execution of works 
connected with the building of the auto- 
strade from Beirut to the Syrian frontier 


for which a credit of £Leb.1m. has been 
voted. 
MEXICO.—Approximately £l6m. has 


been set aside by the Federal Electricity 
Commission for the completion of works 
already begun and for new development. 
During this year the following plants are 
scheduled to come into operation adding a 
total of 200,000 kW to present capacity: 
Tingambato, Mocuzair, Oviachic, Dos 
Bocas. Arriaga. Colotlipa, Juchitan. 
Rosario, Frontera: work is continuing on 
the plants in Temazcal in the Papaloapan 
basin (150,000 kW) and at Apulco in the 
State of Puebla, which will generate 
200,000 kW in the initial stages. The 
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Federal Electricity Commission is showing 
interest in atomic power plants and in- 
quiries have been made abroad about the 


possibility of placing a _ plant near 
Chihuahua. the capital of the State of 
Chihuahua, in the northern centre of 
Mexico. 

NEW ZEALAND.—The New Zealand 


Ministry of Works has called tenders for the 
construction of a new departmental build- 
ing in Bowen-street, Wellington, and has 
given approval for the preparation of plans 
and specifications for the first stage of con- 
struction of a block of departmental offices 
Zealand conditions. . Tenders for the 
building of the new Franz Josef Glacier 
Hotel are expected to be called in September. 
The hotel plans are now being modified to 
reduce costs. They will provide for be- 
tween 80 and 90 guests, but with the open- 
ing of the Haast Pass-road it is intended to 
extend the accommodation capacity. ... An 
£80,000 hotel with accommodation for 22 
guests is to be built in the port area of 
Mount Maunganui, Bay of Plenty, by the 
New Zealand Breweries, Ltd., Hancock & 
Co., Ltd., and the Campbell and Ehrenfried 
Co., Ltd. Tenders will be invited shortly. 

PAKISTAN.—A £12m. contract with the 
Utah Construction Company was signed 
recently for the construction of an earth 
tilled dam across the Karnaphuli River, and 
the erection of the power plant compris- 
ing three 40.000 kilowatt hydro-electric 
generators. Sandwell & Co. Ltd. of 
Canada, general consultants for the Khulna 
Newsprint Plant, have announced that con- 
struction work on the town site will begin 
shortly while construction of the mill itself 
is expected to begin in March, 1958. The 
mill will have an annual capacity of 
12,000 tons. The Communications Minister 
has announced that in addition to the East 
Wharf construction scheme a_ five-year 
deve'opment plan has been drawn up cost- 
ing about £2m. for the port of Karachi. 
This will include the extension to the bulk 
oil pier. The representative of a British 
firm of town planners is now in Dacca City 
for consultations regarding the develop- 
ment of the city. The Pakistan Govern- 
ment has selected two more sites for sugar 


mills at Thakurgam and Kumarkhali in 
East Pakistan. Sites for two more sugar 
mills in each district have still to be 


selected. In a recent speech in the National 
Assembly the Minister of Finance referred 
to the Government’s plan to set up fer- 
tiliser factories in West and East Pakistan. 
The latest report about the steel mill pro- 
jects is that out of 20 applicants, eight have 
been given permission to set up steel re- 
rolling mills in East Pakistan. Three steel 
roiling mills with an annual capacity of 9,000 
tons have also been sanctioned. The 
Pakistan Industrial Development Corpora- 
tion has now opened an office in Khulna 
which will be responsible for PIDC projects 
in that area. 

SPAIN.—According to Press _ reports. 
harbour works for the port of Vigo have 
been approved. It is also announced that 
a dry dock taking vessels up to 15,000 tons 
is to be built there. A final plan for the 
completion of the Port of Santa Cruz de 
Teneriffe (Canary Islands) has been pre- 
pared for study by the authorities. It is 
intended to form a basis for annual staged 
projects and it is understood that the work 
involved will take several years. The 
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Seville Harbour Board has announced de- 
tails regarding a call for tenders for two 
electric cranes and a dry dock. About 
£2m. is to be spent on the harbour at 
Malaga over the next three or four years. 
The Cordoba Municipality has taken pos- 
session of the land on which the new muni- 
cipal airport is to be built and a contract 
has been signed for the first phase of the 
construction at a cost of £250,000. 


Imports into Australia 


The Department of Customs and Excise, 
Commonwealth of Australia, informs us in 
reply to an inquiry, that timber, prefabri- 
cated houses and buildings are now the 





New Town Takes Shape 
'HE new town of Cumbernauld, which 
lies to the north of Glasgow, is begin- 
ning to take shape. Advance guard of the 
development is a 30,000 sq. ft. factory for 
Burroughs, the steelwork of which has now 
been completed. In the near future site 
preparation starts for the first 350 houses 
which will be erected relatively near existing 
highways thereby reducing the need for 
extensive road construction. The first 
development is earmarked to house workers 
in the Burroughs factory which will be the 
major source of employment in the early 
stages of the town’s existence. The town 
will eventually house 15,000 of Glasgow’s 
surplus population. 

Cumbernauld Development Corporation 
has been continuously at work since July, 
1955. Working originally from Glasgow, 
the Corporation took over Gumbernauld 
House, on the outskirts of the burgh, last 
October. Mr. L. H. Wilson, chief architect 
and planning officer, now has a staff of 171. 


Federation Opposes Firm 
Price Tendering 

IF BUILDING CONTRACTORS were united and 
got tough with other parties in the industry, 
such as architects, surveyors and merchants, 
there was nothing they could not do to their 
advantage, said Mr. D. McCowan HILt, 
secretary of the Scottish Building Trades’ 
Federation (Employers) at the annual dinner 
of the South East Building Trades’ Associa- 
tion held recently in Melrose. 

The contracting side of the industry, he 
said, had for too long occupied a sub- 
ordinate position, and the crusade which 
their Federation must now engage in should 
be aimed at uplifting the contracting side 
and at seeing that other parties bore a fair 
share of the burdens imposed. That called 
for support of the people in the industry. 
It was only by banding together that they 
could hope to have any success in their 
dealings with other bodies. 

Mr. J. B. T. HENDERSON, president of 
the Employers’ Federation, advocated the 
reintroduction of the variation clause in con- 
tracts. Referring to the question of firm 
price tendering, Mr. Henderson said that the 
Minister of State had issued a recommenda- 
tion several years ago which had been 
accepted by local authorities as a directive 
and had started off a demand for firm price 
tendering. Their members had almost been 
forced into these conditions despite the 
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subject of administrative control. Applica- 
tions for import licences for these goods are 
dealt with on their individual merits by the 
Import Licensing Branch, Department of 
Trade, 52 William-street, Sydney. Prior to 
April 1, 1957, timber was the subject of 
quota control (‘A’ Category). 


St. Lawrence Seaway Contract 


A contract worth $200,000 has been 
secured by Acrow (Engineers) Ltd., for 
travelling formwork to be used in the con- 
struction of Beauharnais Lock. This will 
be the largest formwork assembly on the 
great St. Lawrence Seaway project, and the 
largest single unit of its type ever to be pro- 
duced in the UK. 





vigorous protest made to the Minister. For 
a year or two there had been a certain 
amount of stability, until the Suez crisis. 
Following that there was fuel tax and the 
increased cost of materials. They hac gone 
to the Minister and put their case before 
him with a view to getting him to reintro- 
duce the variation clause in contracts, but 
without success, and after their meeting with 
the Minister a further memorahdum had 
been issued intimating the insistence of the 
Government on firm price tendering. The 
Federation had now enlisted the support of 
the suppliers. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans approved for houses. at 
Balmagast Housing Estate, Torry. A: G. M. 
Keith (A), 11, Broad-st., Castlegate. 
Aberdeenshire.—Plans in hands of own A 
for factory at Crossfields, Peterhead, for the 
Peterhead Grain Mfg. Co., Ltd., Windmill-st. 
Ayr.—Plans in hand for first development of 
Belmont Housing Scheme. A: T. O’Beirne (A), 
Town Hall. ; 
Blairgowrie.—Plans in hand for fire station 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 

JFOLLOWING are rates of wage 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 4, 1957, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen 4s. 4$d.; Labourers 3g, 104, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


a 





Percentage of For week o 

Year Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. } 
8. d, 

Ist : 25 48 1} 
2nd ‘ 334 64 2 
3rd : 50 % 3 
4th 664 128 4 
Sth an a << 144 4 
For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft 


probationary period) 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 


operations (at end of s, d, 
se 310 


end of probationary period) 











for Perth & Kinross Joint County Councis’ 
(Fire Service Committee). A: I. A. Moodie 
(A), County-bldgs., Perth. 

Dundee.—Plans in_hands of own engineer 
for booking hall, offices and concourse with 
elevated gangways from South Union-st. to 
Taybridge Railway Station, for British Rail 
ways. 

Dundee.—Plans in hand for major extension 
to factory for Klean Wear Services, Ltd, 
Ogilvie-st. A: Thoms & Wilkie (FIL), 21) 
South Tay-st. 

Dundee.—Plans in hand for students hostel 
at Mayfield, Arbroath-rd. A: Gauldie, Hardie 
Wright & Needham (F/F), 1, High-st. 

Dundee.—Plans in hand for church hall a 
Douglas and Angus Housing Scheme. A: 
MacLaren, Soutar & Salmond, South Tay-t 

East Kilbride.—Plans approved for 249 lock 
up garages within the New Town area. A:F 
Scott (L), Torrance-hse., East Kilbride. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for secondary 
school at  Cranhill Development _Schem: 
(Stenburgh-st.). A: J. McNab (L), 20, Trongat 
Cc 


Glasgow.—Plans in hand for 11 four-apt 
112 three-apt. and 24 one-apt. houses; 14 four 
apt. maisonettes, one five-storey block, fou 
single and three double shops at Nori 
Roystonhill Development Site. A: A. G. Juy 
(F), 20, Trongate C 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for 66 houses & 
Jordanhill Development site; garages at Ma 
weli-dr. McFadzean (MInstRA), 131! 
West Regent-st. C2. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared by own. arti 
tects for houses and garages at Auchneagi 
Area, Old Inverkip-rd., by A. Robertson & Co 
(Bldrs. & Contrs.), Ltd., Auchneagh-rd. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared by own archi 
tects for showrooms at Kilblain-st., for J. 
Phillips & Co., Ltd., Kilblain Junction. 

Harthill.—Plans in hand for  engineeriti 
workshops at Tams Lamp Quarries for J, Bet) 
nie & Co., Ltd., 116, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Kirkcaldy.—Plan prepared by own A fo 
showrooms and warehouse at 5-9, St. Clair 
for the Strathcairn Paint Co., Ltd., Clair-st, 

Kirkealdy.—Plans in hand for block of fat) 
at The Esplanade. A: E. A. Meldrum (A), 5, 
Catherine-st., Cupar, Fife. ae 

Kilmarnock.—Plans in hand for building a 
Campbell-st., est. cost £12,000 for the ‘ Whe: 
sheaf Inn.’ A: k 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for 26 hows 
and 14 garages at the Murray Hoult 
Development No. 4. A: F. Scott (L), Torrant 
hse,, East Kilbride. 

Perth.—Plans approved for departmetld 
buildings, est. cost £100,000, at Perth Rosi) 
Infirmary for the Eastern Regional Hospi 
Board. A: Mackillop & Mcintosh (A) ! 
Hospital-st. 5 

Zetland.—Tenders invited for work in C0) 
nection with erection of 22 four-apartme 
houses at Meadowfield, Scalloway, seve 
works. Specifications, schedules of quantitis; 
etc., from A. S. Fox, County Architect, ba 4 
Olaf-st., Lerwick. Tenders to J. N. Sind 
County Clerk, Lerwick. 


A. Dunlop (L), 110, King-st ) 5, 
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_ FUTURE CONST 


*Saltburn and Marske-by-the-Sea UDC.— 
Scheme 28—50 houses, Marske; Scheme 28a— 


Appointments open will be 


fm tails of Public 
Full details (oJ pages of this and 


found in the Advertisement 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders, 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


APRIL 24 

Halifax CB.—Children’s Home at Mixen- 

den. BE, Crossley-st. Dep. £2. 
APRIL 25. 

*+Ipswich CB. 20 houses and 9 bungalows, 
with outbuildings, ete., at Chantry Estate 2B. 
BE&S, 19, Tower-st. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 
May 30. : 

*+Southampton CB.—Conversion of Holly- 
brook nursery to junior and infants’ sch. Boro’ 
A. Tenders by May 24. 

APRIL 26 

+Paddington MBC.—Block of 12 flats on site 
of 10/18 (even), Aldridge-rd. Villas, W2. TC. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Plymouth City C.—Covered market with 
stalls, shops, public conveniences, etc., at New 
George-st. City A, Seymour-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 

*+Portchester Crematorium Joint Committee. 
—Crematorium at Cornaway-la. E&S. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

APRIL 27 

*+Essex CC.—Additional accommodation at 

Harlow Tany’s Dell county prim. sch. County 


*#Essex CC.—Additional accommodation at 
White Bridge P.S.. Loughton. County A. 

tLeyton BC.—24 flats at Janson-rd., E15. 
Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by May 21. 


APRIL 29 
*+Blackburn CB.—Provision of new lift shaft 
and penthouse, etc., View,” Queen’s 


Park Hospital. BE. 
of passenger 
lift, * Park View,” Queen’s Park Hospital. BE. 
Reigate BC.—37 houses at Park House site, 
Park-la. East. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*;Sutton and Cheam BC.—Erection of 12 
houses at three sites at Cheam. BE&S. Dep. 
£3 3s. Tenders by May 28. 


‘aint APRIL 30. 
tWest Sussex CC.—Extensions to sch. at 
Hamfield, Shoreham-by-Sea. (Job No. 4617.) 


County A. 
*Chelmsford BC Te ; 

elmsfor Y Pe ene 
ave. BE&S. De £2 46 bungalows at First 


Bol earn CC.—Renewal of wood floors at 
oldon Colliery North-rd. Cty. sch—New out- 
offices, West Starloy High-st. Cty. sch_—One 
pair police houses with office at Escomb, Bishop 
Auckland. County A. 
(Smethwick EC.—Rebuilding and alterations 
tT Canrovements to sanitary accommodation 
rs — junior sch. Chief Ed. Officer. Dep. 
FLO . . 
; {southampton CB.—Contract B200, 1 shop 
: ! flats, Bassett Green-rd.; contract B22?, 
. old People’s homes, Weston Farm site: 
pontract_ B271, 14 shops and 18 flats, Weston 
— site; contract B288, 57 old people’s 
a Thornhill, section 2: contract B289, 
Old people’s homes, Thornhill, section 3. BE. 
‘ MAY 
*tLetchworth UDC.—? j 
wor JUC.— 281 dwellings at Grange 
estate. C, Council House. 7 sits 
: MAY 6 
ergs RDC -—Six bungalows, seven houses. 
vee a 12 flats and community room, etc., 
de € works at Nottingham-rd. A: William 
a = & Ptnrs. (L), 24. Castle-gate, Newark- 
Fe Notts, Dep. £3 3s, 
maton erOss Joint Cremation Board.—Cre- 
“yp Bae rs ancillary buildings at Pontefract. 
Ss” | unicipal Offices, Pontefract. Dep. 


50 houses and 10 bungalows, Marske. E&S. 
Dep. £3 3s. 
MAY 11 
Bradfield RDC.—148 dwellings, roads, sewers, 
etc., at Three Firs, Burghfield, nr. Reading. C, 
Council Offices, 26, Bath-rd., Reading. Dep. 
£2 2s 
MAY 13 
Ossett BC.—144 houses at Broadowler. Boro’ 
} ep. £2 2s. 
Rochester City C.—228 two-bedroomed flats 
at Riverside estate. City S. Dep. £5 5s. 
MAY 17 
*Rutland CC.—County primary sch. at RAF 
station, Cottesmore, County A and Planning 
Officer. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 20. 
*Ware UDC.—Public conveniences at Priory- 
st., Ware. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
MAY 22 
*Barnes BC.—28 bathrooms and hot water 


installations at Alexandra-rd., Mortlake. — BS. 

*Dewsbury CB.—Erection of Overthorpe 
County infants’ sch. Boro’ A & Building S. 
Dep. £3. 


MAY 28 

*Croydon CB.—Dental clinic at Salcot-cres., 
New Addington. Chief Ed. Officer, Katharine- 
st. Dep. £1. 

*Croydon CB.—Adaptations and alterations 
at St. Christopher’s Schoo], London-rd., Thorn- 
ton Heath. Chief Ed. Officer, Katharine-st. 
Dep. £1. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


APRIL 24 
*Easthampstead RDC.—External painting of 
153 houses and 28 bungalows at various sites. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 1 
*+Hampstead BC.—External 
houses at various estates. TC. 
MAY 14 
*Reading CB.—External painting of George 
Palmer and Reading schools, and_ internal 


painting of 
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redecoration of Caversham and Wilson 
schools. Boro’ A. 

*Southport CB.—Installation of three heat- 
ing boilers at various schools. Chief Ed. 


Officer. 


see. 


MAY 15 
*+Widnes BC.—Painting of railings and gates 
at King George playing fields. Boro’ A. 


MUNICIPAL AND 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


APRIL 26 
*Wrexham BC.—Main (north-eastern) sewer, 
7,150 yd. long. with 21 in. to 51 in. dia. pipes 
and extensions to sewage disposal works. 
Constg. engrs.: Ward, Ashcroft & Parkman, 
Liverpool. TC. 


CIVIL 


APRIL 29 
Irlam UDC.—Road and sewer works at 
Glaze estate. Cadishead. E&S. Dep. £1. 
Manchester CC.—7,500 sq. yd. of bitumen 
macadam carriageway, 970 lin. yd. of 9 in. to 


15 in. dia. sewer, etc., at Knutsford overspill 
area. City S. 
APRIL 30 
Lanark CC.—Reconstruction of London- 
Carlisle-Glasgow-Inverness trunk road (A74) 


from Newfield, 1 mile to 1.7 miles south of 
Millbank, to dual carriageway standard over 
43 miles, including two r.c. bridges and recon- 
struction of existing railway bridge, etc. County 
S. Dep. £25. 

MAY 3 

Berkshire CC.—Carriageway. footway and 
drainage works over length of 1,550 yd. be- 
tween Woolhampton and ‘Coach and Horses’ 
PH, Midgham, on Bath-road (A4). County S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Wigan CBC.—4,000 sq. yd. of concrete road 
and 15,000 sq. yd. of pitched road foundation 
on 30-acre Marsh Green neighbourhood unit 
site. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 4 

Forehoe and Henstead RDC.—4,800 yd. of 
4 in. and 3 in. dia. spun-iron water mains at 
Wreningham. Elliott & Brown, Ccl.’s constg. 
engrs.. Stanley-hse., Pelham-rd., Nottingham. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

Surrey CC.—44 ft. span bridge, 34 ft. wide, 
with prestressed concrete deck, road approach 
works and demolition of existing r.c. bridge 
over Abbey Stream, B367 road, nr. Ripley. 
County E. 

MAY 6 

Cumberland CC.—Highway improvement on 
Cockermouth-Carlisle Class I county road, 
A595, for distance of 400 yd., with new bridge 
at Cock Bridge, nr. Bothel, skew span 40 ft. x 
45 ft. wide. County S. Dep. £5. 


MAY 7 
Northampton RDC.—1,700 lin. vd. of 9 in. 
stoneware sewer and manholes in Hardingstone 
parish. S. Dep. £3 3s. 
Staffordshire CC.—Stone By-pass—new bridge 
with decks in precast prestressed concrete over 
River Trent and Trent and Mersey Canal. with 


several culverts and new road 1,600 yd. in 
length. C. Dep. £5. 


MAY 9 
Moray and Nairn Joint CC.—Construction 
of diversion at Newton of Dalvey on Perth- 
Aberdeen trunk road, A96, 1,660 yd. westwards 
from Boathill, west of Findhorn Bridge, Forres. 
County S. Dep. £10. 
MAY 10 
+Chanctonbury RDC.—Main drainage of 
Pulborough—sewage pumping station and dis- 


posal works. Howard Humphreys & Sons, 
Cel.’s constg. engrs., Victoria Station-hse., 
Victoria-st.. SWI. Dev. £5 5s. Tenders by 


May 20. 

Oundle UDC.—R.c. ground level storage 
reservoir, 130,000 gals. capacity. Pick, Everard, 
Keay & Gimson, constg. engrs., 6, Millstone- 


la., Leicester. Dep. £3 3s. 
MAY Il 
Huddersfield CBC.—Making-up of five 
streets. Boro’ E. Dep. £1 Is. 


MAY 13 

Lytham St. Annes.—8,000 lin. yd. of sewers, 
in precast concrete tubes, 54 in. to 15 in. dia. 
and C.l. pipes 36 in. to 15 in. dia., pumping 
station and stormwater tanks, etc., at Lytham. 
John Taylor & Sons, Ccl.’s_constg. engrs.. 
Artillery-hse.. Artillery-row, SWI, or Boro’ 
E&S. Dep. £10. 
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MAY 15 
Sale BC.—Sewage works extensions. G. B. 
Kershaw & Kaufman, 1, Victoria-st., SWI. 
Dep. £10 10s. 
MAY 17 


Basingstoke RDC.—3,600 lin. yd. of small- 
diameter sewers, sewage disposal works, etc., 
at Basing. Howard Humphreys & Sons, constg. 
engrs., Victoria Station-hse., Victoria-st., SW1. 
Dep. £5. 

Leicester.—Repair of three bridges over River 
Avon, between South Kilworth and Stanford- 
on-Avon. County E&S. Dep. £5. 

Newport (Salop) UDC.—2,320 lin. yd. of 
concrete pipe and glazed stoneware pipe sewers, 
12 in. to 33 in. dia., concrete manholes, etc. 
A. H. S. Waters & Ptnrs., engrs., 25, Temple- 
row, Birmingham 2. Dep. £5 5s. 

MAY 20 

Kincardine CC.—Auchenblae and Fordon 
water supply—S0,000-gal. r.c. tank and access 
road at Todlarknap, nr. Drumtochty, mass con- 
crete dam at Causey Well, and 6,000 yd. 6 in., 
4 in. and 3 in. dia. asbestos-cement pipes, etc. 
Crouch & Hogg, engrs., 18, Woodside-cres., 
Glasgow, C3. 

MAY 27 

London CC.—Roundabout and three pedes- 
trian subways at junction of Newington Butts, 
Draper-st. and Walworth-rd. Drawings and 
documents in R450D, County Hall. Ch. E. 


Dep. £5. 
NO DATE 

North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board.— 
Breadalbane project—civil engineering works in 
Auch Gleann, nr. Bridge of Orchy, Argyllshire, 
being construction of collecting aqueducts, com- 
prising 14 miles of tunnel, } mile of concrete 
pipeline, two major stream intakes, access 
roads, etc. James Williamson & Ptnrs., constg. 
te 219, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow, C2. Dep. 
£5. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Hendon.—F Lats AND GARAGES. — By-law ap- 
proval has been given to Fox & Guntrip, archi- 
tects, Wyldes, North End, NW3, for the erection 
of a block of six flats and six garages for S. 
C. H. Dymock. 

Hendon.—F LATS AND GARAGES. — By-law ap- 
proval has been given to proposals by Roger 
Malcolm, Ltd., for the erection of 20 flats and 
28 garages at ‘ Heronsgate,’ Edgwarebury-la., 
Edgware. 

Lewisham.—SitE AcQuisiTioN.—The LCC 
Housing Com. proposes to acquire clearance 
areas and adjoining lands at Mill-gdns. on which 
about 90 dwellings can be erected. The redevel- 
opment will take place in conjunction with the 
near-by Springfield-rise estate. 

Stepney. — Site Acquisition. —The LCC 
Housing Com. proposes to acquire clearance 
areas and adjoining lands at Longnor-rd., El, 
for redevelopment in conjunction with lands 
already in the Council’s possession. It is esti- 
mated that about 100 dwellings can be erected 
on the total area of three acres. 

Wandsworth.—ScHooL.—The LCC _ Schools 
Planning Sub-Com. has approved a project for 
erecting an annexe, with about 500 places, for 
Dunraven county secondary school for boys 
and girls on a site at Mount Nod-rd., SWI6. 
The teaching block will be a four-storey struc- 
ture in a frame of reinforced concrete with ex- 
ternal cladding of brick and glazed wooden 
frames and will be connected by a covered way 
with a building containing an assembly hall/ 
dining room, kitchen, other accommodation and 
a gymnasium, and constructed of laminated 
timber stanchions and beams, with load-bearing 
brick walls and glazed timber cladding. The 
buildings have been designed with a view to 
their later adaptation to the purposes of a 
county college, for which the site is intended. 
The estimated cost is £203,130. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Alfreton.—UDC approved plans for mew 
factory at Chesterfieldé-rd. for Alfreton Knitting 
Mills, Ltd. 

Barnsley.—TC approved plans—extensions to 
factory at Stanley-rd., Stairfoot, for W. Sut- 
cliffe & Co., Ltd.; workshops and stores at 
Burton-rd., Monk Bretton, for Redfern Bros., 
lt 


d. 
Billingham-on-Tees.—Durham CC proposes 
providing services on Seal Sands site at 


Billingham with intention of attracting new 
factories to the area. County S: W. B. H. 
Cotton, Aykley Heads, Durham. 

Bolton.—Powell & Alport, 88, Cathedral-rd., 
Cardiff, are A for mew mineral water factory 
at Raikes-la. industrial estate, for Thomas & 
Evans, Ltd. 

Bradford.—TC proposes aged persons’ home 
adjoining Shirley Manor, Wyke, £65,900 est. 

Burnley.—National Coal Board proposes con- 
version of Altham Colliery as coke works, 
£600,000 est. 

Bury.—EC proposes erection of sec. mod. 
sch. at Seedfield, £197,500 est.—RC Authorities 
propose erection of new school to replace 
existing St. Joseph’s prim. 

Buxton.—TC to prepare plans for extensions 
at Old Hall Hotel. 

Cheadle and Gatley.—Governors of Cheadle 
Hulme school propose erection of new pavilion, 
£10,000 est., and new science block. Future 
developments include new teaching block and 
gymnasium. 

Chester-le-Street.—UDC received consent for 
building of 104 houses, £126,399 est. 

Coventry.—Plans approved for new infants’ 
= _ 240 at Willenhall Wood, £49,960 est. 

City A. 

Coventry.—Following projects, est. to c@st 
about £10,000 each, approved by for in- 
clusion in minor building programme for 
1957-8 :—Alderman’s Green, nursery unit; 
Howes, nursery unit; St. Michael’s CE, 2/3 
classrooms; Whitley Abbey prim., 1/2 olass- 
rooms and administrative block; Wood End, 
nursery unit; Wyken Croft, nursery unit; 
Stoke sec. girls’, additional accommodation; 
City of Coventry sch., adaptations; and two 
maternity and child welfare and school clinics. 

Crompton.—UDC approved in_ principle 
erection of bungalows at Hunger Hill in 1958 
programme. 

Darlington.—Darlington District Hospital 
Com. to build men’s and women’s blocks at 
East Haven hospital. Boro’ A.—Boro’ EC has 
submitted to Ministry building programme 
for 1958-59, which includes four prim. schools, 
a sec. sch. and conversion of St. Thomas’s RC 
sch. Boro? A. 

Essex.—Sketch plans and estimates in respect 
of following building projects approved for 
submission to M of E:—Corrigan Giffards 
county infants’ sch. for 250, £42,350; Laindon 
county sec. sch. (additional accommodation), 
£10,000; South-West Essex Technical College 
and School of Art, £103,307; Chelmsford The 
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Blessed. John Payne proposed 
£98,736. re 
Essex.—County A, H. Conolly. 
negotiate tender with Henry ae © 
Sharp), Ltd., for first instalment of alterati “ 
at Mid-Essex Technical College and School of 
Art est to cost £16,000. a 
Felling, Co. Durham.—UDC enti 
price with John Clark & Son, Ltd, x 
emi = a. ee Durham, for’ is 
jouses an ats at am-la. esta “7 
Morton. 1. estate. §:R 
uisborough.—M of E approved pl 
proposed additions to Guisborough Psa 
to cost about £60,000, and work expected to 
commence in late summer. A: John Break 
well (A), La Motte-st., St. Helicr, Jersey, Qs: 


RC sec. sch 





Cameron & Middleton, 38, Bedford-s 
sq., WC, | 
Hebburn, Co. Durham.—UDC plans thre 
storey block of 20 flats at Station-rd. and civ 
centre at junction of Victoria-rd. East and 
Campbell Park-rd. S: R. C. Bestow. 
Leeds.—Tripe & Wakeman (A), i 
ee via * for new gun 
store on site of o! eatre Royal fo olds | 
(Leeds), Lids ati) 
iverpool.—Quiggin & Gee (F/A), 11, 
Hall-st., Liverpool, are A for new pe vi 
at Lord-st. for Refuge Assurance Co., Ltd— 
Regional Hospital Board approved in principk 
erection of cancer research unit, £250,000 est. ’ 
Llangefni.—Welsh Agriculture and Industries 
Ltd., propose erection of new factory, 
Lunesdale.—Lancs CC to commence work in 
April, 1958, on erection of new sec. sch, 
Manchester.—TC proposes extensions and 
alterations for conversion of St. Mark’s Rectory 
to form rehabilitation centre at Holland-st, ani 
Varley-st., Newton.—Regional Hospital Boar 
received Ministry approval for new casualty 
department at Bury general hospital, £57.87) 
est.; single operating theatre unit at Billing 
hospital, nr. Wigan, £39,340 est.; upgrading] 
of old annexe at Whittingham hospital, on, 
Preston, £23,350 est.; and adaptations at Offer 
ton-hse., Stockport, £39,746 est.—TC proposes 
4 shops and maisonettes on site bounded by 
Tutbury-st., Kirk-st. and Harping-rd., Ancoats 
—University proposes erection of new Halls of 
Residence at Moseley-rd. and Whitworth-la, 
Fallowfield.—William Redfern, Ltd., Ashton 
Old-rd., Openshaw, propose erection of 2-storey 
office block and single-storey scrap metal ware- 
house on site bounded by Kay-st., Tuley-t 
and Ensign-st., Openshaw. 
Manchester.—Plans proposed: New presby: 
tery and church hall at Bedford-st. for Rev. 
F. M. Clarke, St. Wilfred’s Church, Bedford 
st., Manchester, 15, £30,000 est. A: Reynold 
& Scott, 9, Albert-sq., Manchester; new ware 
house and offices at Church-st., Red Lion-t, 
Union-st. and Catlow-la. for Church 
Property Co., Ltd. A: E. Levy (F), 32, Deans} 
gate, Manchester; new shops and offices 2 
Exchange-st. and Barton-sq. for Royal Insur- 
ance Co., Ltd. A: Harry S. Fairhurst & Soo 
(F/A), 55, Brown-st., Manchester. 
Matlock.—Licensing Justices approved plats 
for alterations at ‘ Jug and Glass’ inn, Lea, for 
Mr. J. B. Marsden, Smedley, Lea Green. 
Middlesbrough.—Newcastle Regional Hosp: 
tal Board and Middlesbrough EC _ have 
approved building of school unit for treatment ) 
and education of spastic children. 
Middlesbrough.—Another 40 beds to be pro 
vided at Middlesbrough maternity ‘home bj 
Newcastle-on-Tyne Regional Hospital Board 
Benfield-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Board’s Chief 
A: P. H. Knighton, MBE (A). 
Morpeth.—Post Office to build telephone 
exchange on site of former workhouse 
Newgate-st., Morpeth. ) 
Newburn, Northumberland.—UDC is plat 
ning erection of old persons’ bungalows 0 
Horseshoe recreation ground, Lemington. » 
J. A. Weatherley. Ccl. has own direct labour 
department. ; 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Newcastle — Brewer's 
Ltd., Haymarket, to raise £500,000 to hep 
finance building of big mew bottling pial! 
Staff A.—Proposal to restore St. Andrews 
Church at cost of £20,000 has been approved: 
Rev. A. W. Motion, vicar. : 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Several large houses @! 
Eldon-pl. are to be pulled down to make We! 
for additions to library buildings at King’ 
College, est. to cost £450.000. A: Easton *| 
Robertson (F/F), 53, Bedford-sq., WCI. 
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Northumberland.—CC, in conjunction with 
Tynemouth TC and Newcastle-on-Tyne and 
Gateshead Water Co., Ltd., to build pumping 
station, to cost £3 million, at Warkworth to 
supply 19 million galls. of water daily to the 
three authorities. This plan thas been adopted 
instead of proposals for building new reservoir, 
to cost £54 million. Constg. engrs.: Sir 
William Halcrow & Ptnrs., Alliance-hse., 
Caxton-st., SW1.. A: W. B. Edwards & Ptnrs. 
(F/A), 5, Claremont-bldgs., Newcastle. 

Seaham.—UDC has approved plans for addi- 
tions to Seaham Harbour girls’ grammar sch. 
and Deneside county sch. County A: G. 
Clayton (F), South-st., Durham. 

South Shields—TC to let contracts for 
another 102 bungalows at Whiteleas estate. 
Boro’ E: John Reid. 

Sunderland.—Undermentioned projects to be 
submitted to M of E for inclusion in 1958-59 
building programme and reserve list :—Exten- 
sions to Bede gram. schools (2nd instalment), 
£65,000; Pennywell infant sch. for 360 pupils, 
£59,400; Seaburn comprehensive sch. (instal- 
ment), £106,145; Seaburn comprehensive sch. 
(additional), £106,145; Pennywell jun. sch. for 
480 pupils, £83,580; Broadway infant sch. for 
360 pupils, £62,885; infant schools (2 x 360) 
in place of James Williams-st. and Hudson-rd., 
£127,017; Southwick RC jun. sch. for 480 
pupils, £83.312; St. Cecilia’s RC jun. (160) and 
infant (120) sch., £56,380; Southwick ESN 
(day) sch. for 160 pupils, £53,469. 

Sunderland.—Thomas H. Rae & Ptnrs., 5, 
Belford-terr., Sunderland, ‘have been appointed 
QS by TC for six shops and flats at Hylton 
Castle estate. fs 

Sunderland.—L. H. Fewster & Pinrs. (F), 
22, Conduit-st., W1, have prepared plans for 
shops at Redcar-rd., Hylton Red House estate, 
for Ravenseft Properties, Ltd. fa 

Tipton.—TC to negotiate with W. Whitting- 
ham, Ltd., Wolverhampton, for erection of 18 
flats at Leasowe-rd. 

Tyldesley —UDC to purchase and adapt old 
Majestic Billiards Hall as new Civic Hall, 
£20,000 est—S: W. B. Barber, to prepare 
scheme for alterations at public baths. 

Washington.—S to prepare plans for 30 old 
people’s houses at Coach-rd. for UDC. 

Washington.—Plans prepared for 14 shops at 
Victoria-rd. S: E. Crowe to prepare plans for 
redevelopment work in connection with 1957 
slum clearance scheme. 


West Hartlepool—TC has dropped its 
scheme for further flats at Owton Manor and is 
to build houses instead. Boro’ A: «» &. 
Sinclair (A). 

TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted, 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
{ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification 
€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments, 
Bedale—35 houses and 16 bungalows for 
DC. A: Richardson & Shaw (L/A), 3, 
Skinnergate, Darlington. *R. B. A. Moody 
Bros. (Contrs.), Ltd., East-rd., Northallerton 
(subject to Ministry sanction). 
Birmingham.—Erection of Marsh Hill Boys’ 
and Girls’ Technical Schools for EC. A: H. W. 
& M. A. H. Hobbiss (F/F), 36, Waterloo-st., 
Birmingham. *Thos. Lowe & Sons, Ltd., 
Grenville-bldgs., Cherry-st. £392,163. 
Carlisle——Special school, for City C. City A: 
R. Stewart (A). *H. Cartner & Son, Carlisle. 
£39,107. 
_Coventry.—Stage 11 of extensions to new 
Council offices at Earl-st. for TC. *Garlicks, 
Ltd., 42, Far Gosford-st., Coventry. £179,278. 
Completion of Manor Guildhouse for TC. 
Gilbert Ash, Ltd., 2, Stanhope-gate, London. 
£137,192.—36 flats Tile Hill Neighbourhood 
Unit North ; 194 dwellings and site works for 
8arages at Tile Hill Neighbourhood North, and 
177 dwellings and site works for garages at 
Bell Green District Centre for TC. *Gco. 
Supe & Co., Ltd., London. £51,746; 
£296,973 and £261,051. 
_ Crewe.—Rebuilding of fire-damaged build- 
Ings at Ashbank works for Kelvinator, Ltd. A: 
J Phillips & Ptnrs. (L), of Brighton. 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd. 
Croydon.—Third instalment | of | Croydon 
Technical College and College of Art, Fairtield. 
Robt. Atkinson & Ptnrs., 13, Manchester- 


Sq. W.1. *Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., £581,488. 


Falkirk.—144 houses at Langless develop- 
ment site for BC. Burgh A: A. J. M. Currell 
(A). *Direct labour. £204,774. 

Fifeshire—New development of Muiridge 
Bing housing scheme. A: Peter Sinclair (L), 
305, Wellesley-rd., Methil, Fife; building 
works, *F. Walker & Co., Ltd., 26, Elgin-st., 
Kirkcaldy, £16,541; plumbing, etc., *James 
Dees & Co., Sandwell-st., Buckhaven, £4,652 ; 
joinery, etc., *Robert C. Stout & Co., Abbey- 
hill Joinery Works, Methil, £10,053; plaster, 
etc., *G. & W. Weir, Ltd., Hunter-st., Kirk- 
caldy, £3,146; slating, etc., *R. D. Bald, 
Kirkcaldy, £3,284. 

Heston and Isleworth.—New Spring-gr. gram- 
mar sch. for Middlesex CC. County A. 
*Prestige & Co., Ltd., £209,787. 

Lindsey.—Hostel for old people, Gains- 
borough, for CC. County A: A. Ronald Clark 


(A), AMTPI, Lincoln. *B. Pumfrey, Ltd., 
Wintern Works,  Lea-rd., Gainsborough. 
£41,590. 


Liverpool.—Extensions to premises at Mans- 


field Stand, Birkett-st., for L. Keizer, Ltd. 
*Tysons (Contrs.), Ltd., Dryden-st., Liver- 
pool. 


(London (Admiralty).—Particulars of con- 
tracts over £1,000 in value :— 

Pembs: Building work, Wm. Eaves & Co., 
Ltd., Daggers Hall Works, Vicarage-la., Black- 
pool. Lancs: Cable trenches and pits, Thomas 
Croft & Sons, Ltd., Holme Slack Works, 
Blackpool-rd., Preston, Lancs. Kent: Piled 
foundations, John Gill (Contrs.), Ltd., 123, 
Pall Mall, SW1. Hampshire: Building work, 
H. E. Collins, Ltd., Eastern-rd., Farlington, 
Portsmouth; sheet piled retaining wall, Con- 
crete Piling Co., Ltd., 10, Westminster Palace- 
gdns., Artillery-row, Victoria-st., SW1l. Kent: 
Building work, Kemp Bros., Ltd., 8, London- 
rd., Newington, Sittingbourne, Kent; renewal 
of timber fenders, J. Shelbourne & Co., Ltd., 
Port of London Building, EC3. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts 
placed by North Eastern Region.— 

Thornaby motive power depot, six weigh- 
ing machines, Transport Engineering & Equip- 
ment, Ltd., Lancaster. Dinsdale, flash butt 
welding plant building, Cawood Wharton & 
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Co., Ltd., Harrogate. Thornaby motive power 
depot, supply and erection of ‘* Orlit’’ frame- 
work, etc., Tarslag, Ltd., Stockton-on-Tees. 
York, new office accommodation, fabrication 
and erection of steelwork, E. Davis (Fixers), 
Ltd., York. Newcastle central station, lighting 
improvements, S. E. Heywood & Co., Ltd., 
Manchester. Dinsdale, combined rail sanding 
and drilling machine, Clifton & Baird, Ltd., 
Johnstone, Scotland. 

London’ (British Railways). — Contracts 

placed by Eastern Region :— 
' Walter Cowen, Ltd., Souldern-rd., W14, re- 
instatement of glazing over circulating area of 
platforms Nos. 1-9 (extension of contract 
placed on July 13, 1956, for reglazing of roofs 
over platforms Nos. 13-18) at Liverpool-st. 
station—A. J. Binns, Ltd., 99-107, St. Pauls- 
rd., N1, supply and erection of lineside fencing 
in Ipswich Engineer’s district—Tersons, Ltd., 
4, Dollis-park, Finchley, N3, supply and erec- 
tion of lineside fencing in Sheffield Engineer’s 
district. 

London (British Transport Waterways).— 
Towing path wall in mass concrete, length 
1,500 ft., on Limehouse Cut (part of £864,000 
River Lee improvement scheme). *Leonard 
Fairclough, Ltd., Adlington, Lancs. 

London CC.—Construction at Rye Hill estate 
extension, Camberwell, of one six-storey block 
of 30 maisonettes, four terraces containing 21 
two-storey cottages, one two-storey block of 
12 flats and terrace of six one-storey dwellings 
for old people, together with 11 tenants’ stores, 
10 garages, fitted playground and toddlers’ play 
space. Building of superstructure of garages 
will be ‘held in abeyance until the present 
restriction on capital expenditure is removed. 

A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd. . £208,938 


M. J. Gleeson (Contractors) ..- £207,921 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd. £203,901 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. .. a .. £198,457 
The Unit Construction Co., Ltd. .. £198,131 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd “ .. £189,910 
*Tersons, Ltd., Finchley £185,878 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £196,868. 

London CC.—Major repairs, redecoration 
and minor improvements at Silverthorne county 
sec. sch., Peckham :— 


H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd. £31,850 
William Blood, Ltd. .. Pe £29,775 
Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd. .. £27,772 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd. re - £27,247 
Greenaway & Son, Ltd. 4 -- £24,827 
*¢. Groves & Co. Ltd, 
Bermondsey .. ; £24,497 


London CC.—Erection of two country prim. 
schools at Abbey Wood. For tenders on basis 
A the specification would require the use of 
stoneware drainpipes on a concrete bed, and 
on basis B the use of pitch-fibre drainpipes 
without concrete beds. 


M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), f A £242,694 
i eo a aa -» UB £242,775 

- £241,208 

A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd. {8 ge 
ve A £240,886 

€. Miskin & Sons, Ltd. ae {5 £241.357 
; / 240,535 

F. & H. F. Higgs, Lid. =... { } Sae’300 
f 239,564 

Thomas & Edge, Ltd. ee {3 +730 ee 
239,434 

Halse & Son, Ltd. {3 Boe 
/ £239,212 

Rowley Bros., Ltd. - {3 pages 
A. A. Stuart & Sons (Glasgow), f A £238,969 
idea «<3 ea aa -- LB £239,022 

A £236,129 

Tersons, Ltd ee {3 £236,188 
A £234,400 

Kirk & Kirk, Ltd. ee {5 £234.39] 
A * £230,459 

S. G. & A. Agombar .. : {3 £230,542 
*W. J. Sims, Sons & Cooke, - 4 £726.992 
Ltd., Westminster (on Basis { £227,080 


B) ; “fe wa * 

Architect’s comparable estimate on basis B 
is £226,078: 

London (Metropolitan Water Board).—Four 
houses on land at Brixton Water Works, ad- 
joining Lyham-rd., SW2, with road works. 
+§. G. & A. Agombar. £15,318. 

London (MoW).—Contracts placed for week 
ending April 6:—Bedfordshire: College of 
Aeronautics, Cranfield, erection of new trans- 
former house, C. Sinfield & Sons (Aspley), Ltd.. 
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Aspley Guise, Bletchley, Bucks. Glamorgan- 
shire: Salvation Army Hall, Ystalyfera, altera- 
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tions to form postmen’s delivery office and 
garage, E. Turner & Sons, Ltd., Penarth-rd., 
Cardiff. Suffolk: Clapham-rd. and Surrey-st., 
Lowestoft, erection of telephone exchange, 
R. G. Carter, Ltd., Drayton, Norfolk. Surrey: 
Telephone Service Centre, Walton-on-Thames, 
adaptations to existing building and construc- 
tion of roads and stockyard, Whyatt Builders, 
Ltd., 225, Streatham High-rd., SWI16. 

qLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed for week ended April 5:—Cheshire: 
Recreation grounds, The En Tout Cas Co., 
Ltd., Leicester; painting and decorating, F. 
Labbett & Sons, Ltd., Nottingham; building, 
W. H. Roberts (Builder & Contractor), Ltd., 
Wallasey. Essex: Heating, Edward Deane & 
Beal, Ltd., London. Hampshire: Building, 
W. J. Channing & Sons, Ltd., Burnham-on- 
Sea; building, E. J. Logan (Putney), Ltd., Put- 
ney. London: Decorating, W. J. Brooker, Ltd., 
London; roofing, Buckingham & Sons, Ltd., 
London. Midlothian: — Reconstruction of 
ranges, Wm. Arnott McLeod & Co., Ltd., 
Edinburgh. Shropshire: Sports grounds, The 
En Tout Cas Co., Ltd., Leicester. 

Mansfield.—9 shops and 8 flats at Lady- 
brook estate for BC. *Direct labour. £40,465. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Eight police houses at 
Bosworth-gdns. for City C. City A: G. Kenyon 
(A), 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle. *Whittal 
Builders Co., Ltd., 95, Pilgrim-st., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. £14,070. 

*Newmarket.—16 houses, Bahram-close, for 
UDC. A: P. D. Lees, Council Offices. *Fuller 
& Blackwell, The Causeway, Burwell, Cambs. 
£22,185. 2 

Padiham.—Extension to Mullard factory at 
Simonstone, for North-Western Industrial 
Estates, Ltd. A: Ormrod & Ptnrs. (F), Rodney- 
st., Liverpool. QS: J. Youdan Briggs, PIQS, 
FIAS. *Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., 
St. Mary’s-rd., Garston, Liverpool, 19. 

Redcar.—32 houses at  Staintondale-ave., 
Redcar, for TC. Boro’ E: K. W. Ash. *Premier 
Dwellings (Cleveland), Ltd.,  Albert-rd., 
Middlesbrough (subject to Ministry approval). 
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Tayport.—Second phase of rebuildin 
damaged Scotscraig Linen Works forme 
Fyfe, Ltd. A&CE: T. Lindsay Gray (F) 
AMInstCE, Dundee. — Steelwork *Taysteel 
(Structural Engineers), Ltd., Dundee, 

Warrington.—New laboratory ai Wigshaw. 
la., Risley, for United Kingdom Atomic 
Energy Authority. *E. E. Coleman, Ltd 
Waverley-rd. Works, Sale, Ches. a 

Warsop.—New licensed premises at Little 
John-ave. for Home Brewery Co., Ltd. *H 
Rouse & Sons, Mansfield Woodhouse. 

Westminster.—Office block (basement and 
four floors, with shops and flats) at 13/14 
Curzon-st., and 23, Queen-st., Mayfair, Wy’ 
A: Bridgwater & Shepheard (F/A), 42, Bruton. 
pl., WI. Constg. : Felix Samuely, 


BSc(Eng), MICE. QS: J. A. Burrell, 
*Wates, Ltd. £100,000. sais 
*Weston-super-Mare.—5 dwellings, Old. 
mixon estate, for BC. A: R. H. Gallannaugh 
(L), 54, Queen Anne-st., WI. QS: Allsebrook, 


Horsley & Wood, Bristol. *Holtby & Dudman 
Ltd., Rector’s-way, Weston-super-Mare 
£80,693. ‘ —— 
_ Whitley Bay.—Social service centre at june- 
tion of Park-rd and Beach-ave. for Whitley Bay 
Council of Social Service. Plans by E. Roberts 

ICE, Municipal Offices, Whitley Bay. 
byte Ltd., Tynemouth-rd., North ‘Shields. 


Wolverhampton.—New church, __ reading 
rooms, library, etc., at Compton-rd. for First 
Church of Christ Scientist. *Biddulph & 


Thrift, Ltd., Frost-st., Bilston. 
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